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1 A D A u, 1 
| 2 F HEN 1 had laſt the 
Honour of waiting on 
you, I found you full 

W of Thought, Jour El- 
bow gently reclin'd on 
= > the inimitable. Shake- 
ſpear. I ſoon gueſs d 


| (0 white: You 50 015 plesled to tell me) that you 


had been converſing very lately with that 
Gentleman: For your Imagination was 
hard at work; the Ideas which the Poet 


8 had convey'd' were till ſtrong and live- 


ly; and the Pleaſure and the Pain, ſeem d. 


to have taken their Turns, and to 8 


made a very deep Impreſſion. 


* * 
4 } 


I remember my Curioſity ſoon grew 


: troubleſome, and you as kindly ſatisfied 


it, in letting me know, that it was very 
true you was full of Thought; and, 
B 2 
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as you. « e 
it was not to be conceè 
me withal, that che Pan 1 hing 
to do in the. Matter; that you had been 
a reflecting upon a Piece of . Roman 0 "i 
ry contain'd" thi the Tragedy of Julius 
Cæſar; and, as the Reflections were what 


Cæſar, and his Ap Ne aſterwards to 


oOccaſioned ſuch Reſſections: For as ye L 


and ro o puniſh in : Tugh) manger, as might 


; a 1 5 imagin * "the geg l. 
ald; But Tor rin 


the Poet had. not made himſelf, ſo you 


| believy'd, but few had done the like be- 


fore you; and yet at preſent, you was 
of an Opinion, that the Reflections were 
neither unbecoming a grave Philoſopher 
nor a good Chriſtian : In ſhort, you told 
me, that Calphurnias Dream the Night 
before the Death of her Husband Julius 


Brutus in the Fields of Philippi, was 
what had engroſſed your Thoughts, and 


believed thoſe Paſſages were no Fiction of 
che Poet, but Fats well ſupported, in 
Hiſtory, ſo you as firmly concluded that 
the Almighty had not been fach a Stran- 
ger to the Heachen Part of che World, as 


might generally be conceiv d; that ſuch 


Communications. were to you convincing, 


that He had all along been not only the 


God of the Jets but of the Gentiles. 272 
ſo; and that there were miniſtring, 


rits at Rome and Athens, as well as at ® 


ruſalem, to execute his Will, to reward 


belt 


_— e br WR fo 50 


beſt ſerve the En er the gre: 
nor. of the World. Nie * PTY 
Ihen took the Liberty of reminding | 
you, Madam, (and you ſeem'd to take 
it with Pleaſure) of another Heathen La- 
dy; Pilates Wife; a Lady, though in 
Quality inferior to Calphurnia, yet in other 
Reſpects much ſuperior; for ſhe ſew the 
Redeemer of Mankind in Perſon, about 
- foutſcors Years: after che Death of Julius 
Cæſan; and yet did not ru: fee Him as 
futh neither, till ine ſaw Him as that int 
ant in a Dream. It was the fame infi- 
nite Being,  Llikewiſc-obſerrd, that per- 
mitte Jmius Crfar's Appearance to Bru- 
tur ar Philippe, as dich Kamei sto Saul at 
Endor,\ though probably in a different 
manner; Saul and Brutus much reſem- 
bled ane another in their Deaths; as be - 
ing their own Executioners. Saul ſaid 
t his Armour-Bearer, draw thy Sword 


"Gover- 


24 thruſt: me'thitough-— But Saul took a 


Sword,” and fell upon it. And you quick- 
1 told me, Madam, What Brutus ſaid ro 
Strato, Hold then my Sword, and turn a- 

way thy Face, while" I do run -upon it: 
Sad and Brutus were both preſs d hard 
by the Enemy ; and why might not Sau 
e . faid, in De r to the ape 


— —_ 
- * * 


4s 


3 2 rance 
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rance at t Eudhr, ſpeak as Brutus did — 

O Samuel, Thou art mighty yet, thy Spi 

rit alls ubraad, and turns our Sword in 

our own proper Entrails. - You ee 

Madam, in making a Reflection upon what 

had paſs d, very juſt and a Propas, whith 

was, that ſince the T; ranſition was ſo cafy I 

.and natural from profane to ſacred-Hifto: | 

ry, and 'twas evident from both, that 1 

Dreams and Viſions, whether in the Hea- 

then or Chriſtian World, were derivd and 

F to be accounted: for, from one and the 

9 5 ſame Almighty Power, you had often 

= wonder'd, why there ſhould: be that He- 

ſation or Difference: made (ro obſerva- 

ble in the preſent Age) in giving Allen to 

theſe Things; or why Livy, Pluturth, 
Suetonius and other Heathen Writers, that 

you had often heard quoted upon theſe 
Subjects, ſhould find Credit upon much 
eaſier Terms, than the Writers of the Old 
and New Teſtament. All that I then re- 

| plyd, Madam, was, that there were too 

= many (and ſome who madeè great-Preren- 

[ ces to Learning too) who paid but little | 
Regard to the Writers under either Deno- 1 
mination, ſacred or profane, when they: | 

talk d of Dreams and Apparitions ; ſuck 
Paaſſages being rather made the Subject of 
thin Wit and everflowing Raillery, than 
any ſober Debate or ſerious Enquiry a- 
bout the Truth of them: However, I. 
7 - was 

8 


—— — = — 
* 


— — — — — — — ck 
Ss - 


Tx). 
was much pleas d to find, I was then ad- 
dreſſing my ſelf to a Perſon truly Chriſ- 
tian, without the leaſt Mixture of the 
| Sadduree 5 and chat Philoſophy, good 
_ Senſe, and a hearty Concern for, and Re- 
gard to Divine Revelation, had fo far 
prevail'd, that I perſuade my ſelf, tis 
your fixed Reſolution, neither to ſubmit 
your Reaſon to the Caprice and Humour 
of any Bel Eſprit whatever, nor ſuffer 
Four ſelf to be argued or laughed out of 

your Religion, either by the ſly Deiſt 
or noiſy Free- thinker. And indeed you 
ſoon gave me farther Proof of this: * 
we had ſcarce quitted the Plains of Phi- 
 lippi, and left off talking of Julius Cæ- 
ſar's Appearance, but your Thoughts were 


carried to one of the ſublimeſt Paſſages 


in the Goſpel, led to it by the former 
Diſcourſe: Moſes and Elias appearing to 
three Diſciples at once, was, you ſaid, a 
Scene full of Wonder and Love; that you 

then beheld it with an Eye of Faith, and 
hoped hereafter to have the ſame ſort of 
Knowledge (whatever it was) which Pe- 


ter, James and John then had in thek Ho- 


ly Mount: I beg d leave to obſerve, that 
our Saviour's Transfiguration with the 
ſeveral Circumſtances attending it, is ge- 
nerally thought to point out to the Law 
and the Prophets, as all referring to and 

terminating in Him, as alſo to comfort 
1 3 the 
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of his ſecond Advent, when He ſhould 
come in the Glory of his Father with the 


( 6 ) 
che L Diſciples againſt his approaching Paſ- 
ſion, and to give them ſome Reſemblance 


Holy Angels : Theſe were the great Ends 
unqueſtionably, that were ſerw din that 
Appearance on the Mount; and though 


that Appearance was extraordinary, yet 


your Inference, I think, was ſtill juſt, vig. 
That as the Souls os; Men have been 
ſometimes. ſummoned back from the o- 


ther World to this; ſo there may be ſtill 
many weighty Reaſons in every. Age of 


the Chriſtian Church, why Apparitions 
ſhould not wholly ceaſe. To this I ad- 
ded, that twas very certain, both good 
and bad Angels, do now, as formerly, 
ſerve the Purpoſes of an all wiſe and in- 


finite Being; there are miniſtring Spirits, 


and Powers of Darkneſs; we are put in 


Mind, to wreſtle with the one, and to 
expect Aſſiſtance from the other: And 


when God is pleas d either to appoint or 
to permit it; theſe created Beings not 
only communicate by Dreams and Vi- 


ſions, but are enabled to cloath them- 


ſelves with ſome Atherial or Aerial 
Subſtance, and to aſſume the Likeneſs of 
Souls that are departed and gone to their 


eternal Reſt; though the manner of it 
be as much above the Reach of Man's 
Underſtanding, as we Union of his own 


- { _ 


Body and Soul i is. 1 was going on, when 
I very well remember, you ſuggeſted, that 


though it was not to be doubted, but 


thoſe cœleſtial Beings did intereſt chem- 
ſelves in the Affairs of this ſublunar 


Will and Pleaſure is probably what we 
are to underſtand by Providence ; yet 
there remained a Scruple with you, (which 
you hoped I would ſoon remove) as, 


whether, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſ- 
_ rianity, Appearances from the other World 


may be expected or allow'd of, upon a- 
ny Account whatever; and whether it 
does not ſeem to be forbidden! in the Pa- 
rable given by our Saviour of Dives and 
Lazarus, where we are bid ro hear Mo- 
fes and the Prophets in Oppoſition ro 


ſuch Appearances. You well know, Ma- 


dam, I had then little more to veply, than 


that I thought we ought to be very cau- 


tious in preſcribing Laws to the Almigh- 


ty; eſpecially in an Affair, Where in all 


Ages before the Eſtabliſhment of Chri- 
tianity He has ſo remarkably diſtinguiſh'd 
his Wiſdom and Juſtice in the Govern- 
ment of the World. I had the good 
Luck at the ſame Time, to recollect a 
Paſſage out of St. Auſtin in his Treatiſe 
2 wr taking Care of the Dead, where 
"(notwirhſtanding what ſome of great 


"AE have thought to the conreary'} He 


B 4 | days, 


World, and ſuch Execution of the divine | 


Da 

_ fays, it argues nothing. leſs than Inpu- 
dence, for Fleſh and Blood to reaſon a- 

bout the Proceedings of the great Crea- 
tor in ſuch a Manner, as, when and for 
how long a Time He ſhall pleaſe to depute 
from the other World, Meſſengers of his 
Will and Pleaſure to be perform'd in this: 
And. as to the remaining Part of the Ob- 
jection you made from our Saviour's Pa- 
rable, I deſired, you would well obſerve 
at your Leiſure, what a remarkable Dif- 
ference there is in the manner of our Sa- 
viour's expreſſing himſelf : For, when 
Abraham returns his Anſwer, He does 
not ſay, or give the leaſt Hint, that fuch 

who have departed this Life either cannot 
return, or that it has not been ꝝſual for 
them ſo to do: Whereas, He is very po- 
ſitive and explicit, when He tells Dives, 
that there is a Gulph fixed, ſo that they 
which would paſs from hence to you can- 
not; neither can they paſs to us that 
would come from thence. But the An- 
ſwer given is, They have Moſes and the 
Prophets, let them hear them; and great 
Reaſon there was for ſuch an Anſwer: 
For you may obſerve, Madam, Lazarus's 

being razſed' from the Dead, had no very 

great Effect among the ſtupid Fews ; and 
if Appearances from the other World were 
once common among our ſelves, we might 
perhaps grow as inſenſible as they: But 


then, 


Four ielf and others in ſuch Points; and 


. 75 9 : A 


then, tis by no means a juſt Conſe- 
quence to ſay, that therefore the Almigh- 
ty neither , nor does act that way at 
all ſince; or that the good Angels never 
have it in Charge, nor the bad ones ever 
permitted to communicate with this low - 
er World by Dreams and Liſians. Nor 
can the Belief of this be any ways in- 
conſiſtent with Abraham's Anſwer to Di- 
ves; for the Concluſion, which we all 
ought to make from ir, is, that he Ne. 
welation which God has made to Man, con- 
tains all the ſureſt Marks of Truth for ef- 
tabliſhing our Faith, as well as the ſtrongeſt 
Mottves for our Obedience ; and that there- 
fore, no greater Evidence can or ought to 
be required, than what God has already 

This, I think Madam, was the Sub- 
ſtance of the Diſcourſe you was pleaſed 
to indulge me at that Time. I am now, 
according to your Requeſt, to ſay ſome- 
thing more particular of the ſeveral Texts 
of Scripture, which then occurt d in Con- 
verſation; and withal to ſet the whole 
in the beſt and cleareſt Light I can, by 
the concurrent Teſtimony both of the 
Heathen and Chriſtian World concerning 
the Matters then diſcours d of in general 
only; by this means, you was pleaſed 
to ſay, you ſhould be able to ſatisfy 


that 


(10) 

that afterwards, none ſhould have it in 
their Power to charge you ſafely with 
Superſiition, without incurring the Cen- 
ſure of Irreligion themſelves. . Give me 
leave only, Madam, to remind you of 
the Promiſe made me, when I took my 
Leave.(being no ſmall Encouragement to 
this Undertaking) that the Length of my 


Letter ſhould be a Fault that you would 
eaſily pardon; and hoped all your Friends 


would do ſo too. 


The Text of Scripture char firſt cored 
in Converſation, was Samue!'s Appearance 
at Endor, oecaſion d by the Reflections 


you. was making upon Julius Cæ ſar's pre- 
ſenting himſelf at Philippi. J eaſily tma- 
gine, Madam, that you ſometimes con- 

verſe with thoſe, who object that ſuch as 
talk of Apparitions, either miſunderſtand 
or miſapply the Holy Scriptures, or elſe 
are too credulous in Relations of that 
Nature; ſo that I may well expect the 
ſame Uſage from that Quarter, which Sr. 
Paul met with amongſt the Athenians, — 


What will this Babler ſay ? T am very 


ſenſible, that Truth will always ſuffer, 
when the Management of it is in weak 
Hands ; and therefore permit me, Ma- 
dam, before I ſpeak directly to the Text, 


to ſhelter my ſelf under the Authority of 


ſome great Man, in ſhewing, that we are 
neither engaging in a weak Cauſe, nor 
- IL | V 


4 


10 1), 

doing Diſſervice to Religion; whilſt we 
talk of Apparitions with due Sobriety, 
and in che manner ſuch a Subject ought 
to be treated. The Authority, Jam now 
going to make uſe of, is whar you may 
the more aſſuredly depend on, Madam, 
becauſe the Author has for many Vears 
paſt encounter d Scepticiſm and Infidelity 
in all its Shapes : His Armour- proves 
impregnable; his Arguments ever unan- 
ſwerable. * As for Apparitions, ſays 
t that great Man, though there be much 
of Fabuloity- in theſe Relations, yet 
can it not reaſonably be concluded, 
that there is nothing at all of Truth in 
* them; ſince ſomething of this Kind 
e has been averr'd in all Ages, and many 
_ © times atreſted by Perſons of unqueſ- 
s tjonable Prudence and unſuſpected 

Veracity. And whereas the Atheiſts 
“ impute the Original of thefe Things to 
Men's miſtaking both their Dreams 
and their waking Phancies for real Vi- 
4 . fo ons and Senſations ; they do hereby 

e plainly contradict one main funda- 
< mental Principle of their own Philoſo- 
e phy, that Senſe is the only Ground of 
**. Certainty and the Criterion of all 
Truth: irs if prudent and intelligent 
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Phanſies with Senſations, how can there 
©. be any Certainty of Knowledge at all 
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Perſons may be ſo frequently miſtaken, 


in confounding their own Dreams and 


from Senſe * However, they here de- 
rogate ſo much both from Senſe and 
from humane Teſtimonies, as that if the 
like were done in other Caſes, it would 


plainly overthrow all humane Life. 


* And therefore others, being appre- 
lienſive of this Inconvenience of deny- 
ing ſo many ſenſible Appearances and 
Teſtimonies or Relations of Fact, have 

choſe rather to acknowledge the Re. 
lity of Apparitions; nevertheleſs con- 
cluding them to be Things cauſed and 

created by the Power of Imagination 
only; as if the Strength of Imagina- 
tion were ſuch, that it could not only 
create Phancies, but alſo real ſenſible 


Objects, and that at a Diſtance too 
from the Imaginers, ſuch as whereby 


che Senſe of others ſhall be for the 
Time affected, though they quickly 
vaniſh away again. From whieh pro- 
digious Paradox, we may take Notice 
of the Fanaticiſm of ſome Atheiſts, 
and that there is nothing ſo monſtrouſ- 


ly abſurd, which Men infected with 


Atheiſtick Incredulity will not rather 
entertain into their Belief, than admit 


— 


of endanger t of 
if there ger th once any nable. Ghoſts 
or Spirits acknowledg d, as Things 
4 permanent, it will not be eaſy for any 1 
e give a Reaſon; why there might not 
„be one JH alſo, 'prefiding 
< overithem all and the whole World — 
% Even Democritus was convince'd,: that 
6 the Stories of Apparitions were not all 
4 Fabulbus, and that. there are not only 
«Terreſtrial; But alſo Aerial and #the- 
4 rial Animals; and that this Earth of 
</ ours! is not che only place peopłd and 
inhabited; or that all thoſe other vaſt 
4 Regions above lie deſert, ſolitary and 
et ,-ẽäjmſte. Divers of the antient Fathers, 
though they agreed not fo far with 
Damatritus;" [as to make the es. "rrqad | 
Beit, ro be altogether corparea yer 
17 dic they- likewiſe ſuppoſe them: rohave 
1 *<©irheir certain [ubtile;” ætherial or aerial 
Bodies: In which Reſpe St. Auſtin 
4e in Ris 1 15 Epiſtle calleth Angels . 
Gy thoreos," „ and Devils Aerios Animan- 
es. — The Secripture inſiſts very 
much upon Demons or evil Spirits, and 
_ <'' declares it to be one Deſign of our Sa- 
= viour Chriſt's coming. into the World, 
to oppoſe theſe confederate Powers of 
te the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and to reſ- 
ens Mankind from the Thraldom and 
— Bondage thereof. This proves the real 


1 


ls | xiſtence 


— ͤ . ˙⅝? e . 2197 nv 


a 
Ca 


TY 


c Exiſtence of Spirits, and that they are 
not meer Phancies and imaginary In- 
© habitants of Men's Brains only, but 
real Inhabitants of the World. We 
call them Mixards and Magicians, who 
aſſociate and confederate themſel 


ves in 


a peculiar manner with theſe evil Spi- 


Wer for the Gratification of 'theig,omwn 
Revenge, Luſt, Ambition and other 


Paſſions. Now, E beſides the Holy 
Scriptures, there has been ſo full an 


Atteſtation given to hem by Perſens 
unconcern d in all Ages, that theſe our 
ſo conſident Exploders of them in this 


preſent Age, can hardly eſcape the 


Suſpicion of having ſome hank ring to- 


wards Atheiſm. As for Demoniacir,. 
We may learn from the Writiags of 


** Foſephus-in many Places, that, by them: 
was not to be underſtood Perſans very 
ill affected in their Bodies ; For he 
declares it as his 


Opinion, that by De- 
mons were to be underſtood the: $ Sporers 
or Souls of wicked Men deceas d ger- 


ting into the Bodies of the living; And 
- therefans the Fews.in-our Saviour's Time 


were not at all ſurpeiz'd with his caſting 
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Ce RY toexorcige the ſame ; An Art, which 


they pretended to have jearnt from 50. 
% lomon. Joſephus gives the following 


* Account of it; God alſo taught Solo- 


c nan an Art againſt Demons and Devils, 
cc for the Beneſit and Cure of Men 3 who 
te compoſed certain Incantations by which 
ce Piſeaſes are cur d; and left. Forms of 
<«< Exoreiſms whereby Devils are expelled 
© and driven away; which Method of 
e curing prevails much amongſt us itthis 


« very Day. Notwithſtanding which, 


ce we.think it not at all probable, what 
« -2 late Atheiltick; Writer io aſſerted, 


that the Heads of the Fews: were then 


all of them ſofa of Demons and De- 
« vils, chat they generally took all man- 
&« her of bodily Diſeaſes, ſuch as f eavers 
e ant. Agues, and Dumbneſs, and Deaf, 
« neſs. for Devils; nor can we think, 

© that the eus in our Saviour's Time 
s either ſuppoſed all: Madmen to he De- 
<« montiacks* or all Demoniacks-Madmen 


* (though this latrer feems to be aſſerted 


ce bby an eminent Mixer of ourcown,) we 
« reading of Devils caſt out ſrem others 
<, befides Madmen, and of a Woman 


© which had a Spirir of Inſumity only, 


<« and was bow'd together and , nor 
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0 16 3 Ns 
e up * herſelf, which is ſaid by our 
9 Chriſt to have been Bo UN b 
© By SATAN: Wherefore, the Senſe 
of the Jeus formetly ſeems to have 


been this, that when there were any un- 


uſual and extraordinary Symptoms in 


any Bodily Diſtemper, but eſpecially 


that of Madneſs (this being look d up- 


on as ſomething more than natural) it 


was imputed by them to the Poſſeſſion 
© or Infeſtation of ſome Devil. Neither 


was this proper to the Tews' only at 
that time, to ſuppoſe evil Demons to 
be the Cauſes of ſuch bodily Diſeaſes 
as had extraordinary Symptoms, and 
eſpecially Madneſs ; but the Greeks and 


other Gentiles alſo were perſwaded in 


like manner, as appears from Apollomius 
Tyaneus, &c. We have alſo the Judg- 


ment of two very experienc d Phyſtions. 


Sennertus and Fernelius; that evil Spirits 


or Demons do at this very Day ſome- 


times realy act upon the Bod ies of Men, 
and either inflict or augment ' bodily | 
Diſtempers and Diſeaſes. * Tis alſo 

very evident from the Records of cre- 
dible Writers, that ſince the time of 


our Saviour there have been ' Perſons 


Demoniacal, who have not only diſco- 
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ver d Secrets, and declard thin 85 paſt; 


but future alſo ; and beſides this, ſpoke 
in Languages Which they had never 
learnt. The Phyſician laſt nam'd gives 


an account of one Demoniack, in whole 


behalf He and ſeveral other Phy/iczans 


were calld in, and all manner of Re- 
cc 


medies applied, but yet in vain; And 
after having given the Reaſon thereof, 
He concludes thus —— Theſe things 
do I produce, to make it manifeſt that 
evil Demons or Devils do ſometimes 
enter into the very Bodies of Men, af- 


flicting and and rormenting em after 


an unheard of manner: but that ar 
cc 


other times, though they do not enter 
into and poſſeſs their whole Body, yet 
partly by exagitating and diſturbing 
the profitable Humours thereof, partly 
by traducing the noxious into the prin- 
cipal Parts, or elſe by obſtructing the 
Veins and other Paſſages with them, 
or diſordering the Structure of the 
Members, they cauſe innumerable Diſ- 
caſes. Thus much I have thought ne- 
ceſſary to ſay, as well for the Vin- 
dication of Chriſtianity, as for the 
Conviction of the Incredulous ; we 
finding ſome ſo ſtaggering in their Re- 
ligion, that from this one Thing a- 
lone of Demoniachs (they being ſo 
ſtrongly poſſeſs d that there neither is 
| of 
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« enough to ſuſpect, the whole Goſpel 
© or New Teſtament it ſelf of Fabulo- 
« ſity and Impoſture. Wo we EGAN 

And now I perſuade my ſelf, Madam, 
from what this eminent Writer has laid 
down, that you will not judge it an un- 


neceſſary Introduction; and I hope all 


that I have to offer will be better under- 


ſtood, and find an eaſier Admittance into 


your Cloſet. Let Samuel s Appearance 
then, at Endor, be the firſt Thing to be 
conſider'd ; and a ſhort View of the Con- 


text will perhaps lead us to form the ] 


rrueſt Judgment of it. We find, that at 
this Juncture, the Death of Samuel, and 


David's living in a Foreign Land, were 


the great Calamities that the Jews la- 


bour'd under. Twas this made the A. 


maleckites to lift up their Heads, and Saul 
with his People to hang down theirs. Saul 


was in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and the Ene- 


my ſeem'd reſolvd ſoon to puſh him in 
Mount G/boa. Twas this occaſion'd the 


 Night-Vifit that Saul made to the Woman 
at Endor; he diſguisd himſelf fays the 
Text *: and ſurely taking another Ha- 


bit was then very proper, 1 


what Affair he was going upon, to break. 


a divine Law, that was enjoyn'd under 


FS 


. 
the 


© nor ever was any ſuch) they are ready 
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the ſevereſt Penalty to his own Subjects; 


and when, ſhould his Abſence have been 


diſcover d, it might have made a ſtrong 
Impreſſion and added to the Confuſion 
his Army was then in already. He was 


6 _ grown old in Wickedneſs ; and God in 


his Providence had now ſo order'd Mat- 
ters, that his Puniſhment was near at 
hand. Saul probably ated the Politician 
before, in obſerving that Law ; and did 
it not out of any real Senſe of his Duty : 
He might be influenc'd by the Authority 
and Advice of good Samuel, when alive ; 
or he might hope, by the Obſervation of 
this Law, to appeaſe the Almighty, and 


that the Sentence might be revok'd, with 


which Samuel had acquainted him, The 
Lord hath rejected thee from being King 

over Ifrael ; twas after that Sentence 
paſs'd, we read the evil Spirit from God 


was upon Saul; and though by the 


Charms of Muſick, when David took the 
Harp, the evil Spirit departed from him; 
yet tis not unlikely, but that in this laſt 
Scene of his Life, the ſame evil Spirit 
troubled him, which, tis expreſly ſaid, 
did ſo, as ſoon, as Samuel had anointed 
David to be King in his Room e. Saul 


therefore did not hate the Sin; but he 
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was willing ſtill to govern; and ſince he 


had loſt the Favour of Heaven, was re- 
ſolv'd to ſummon the Powers of Hell: 


Vain, unhappy Prince! to have Re- 


courſe to ſuch Methods, which his own 
Conſcience aſſur d him were diſpleaſing 
ro the Almighty, and conſequently muſt 

tend to his own Deſtruction : Well mighr ' 
he ſay to Samuel, after that the Woman 


had brought him up, God is departed from 
mne, anſwereth me no more, neither by Pro- 

phets nor by Dreams : But after ſuch a 
Speech, how could Saul expect any Good 


from Samuel? Or what other Anſwer 


could he expect than what Samuel gave 
him. — The Lord hath rent the Kingdom 
_ out of thy Hand, &c. No wonder, that 
Saul after this is ſaid to be ſore afraid, 


and that there was no Strength in him: 
The Stings of a guilty Conſcience were 
then doubly pungent; this World and the 


next at the ſame Time conſpiring to make 


them ſo: The Wickedneſs of his paſt Life 
was then ſet before him in the ſtrongeſt 


Light: The Blood of the fourſcore and 


 frve that wore a Linen Ephod Þ, b, was then 
crying for Vengeance in his wounded 
Soul; a potent Enemy was marching to 


the 2 


a Flefere fi 7 nequeam eres, Acheronta movebo, 
b I Sam. XXII. 18. | * 


de- 


ö 
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FJ dethrone him; and by his own ill Con- 
duct, David was become one of the 
Number. And that which gave the fi- 
niſning Stroke, was, we may imagine, 
Samuel's bidding him prepare for his ſud- 
den Change.- To Morrow ſhalt thou 
and thy Sons be with me. And what 
ſhall we fay to this? Shall Saul laden 
with Iniquity go to the ſame Place of 
Reſt with Samuel, or even with his own 
Son Jonathan? By no means: Bur we 
are rather to underſtand by this Expreſ- 
ſion, that Sau/ and his three Sons ſhould 
be on the other Side of the Grave, or in 
a State of Death to Morrow as well as 


= Samuel; ſo far they Gould be with him, 


as to know the Regions of the other 
World, which they were now Strangers 
to in this Life ; but nothing more, as to 
the Condition and State of their Souls ; 
Saul, no doubt, expected to converſe with 
the real Soul of Samuil, and not with a- 
ny Spectre or Phantom; Samuel had done 
him good Offices, whilſt he was alive; 
and therefore Saul might flatter himſelf, 


i that Samuel would aſſiſt him ſome W 


or other in this great Extremity. But 
wherefore doſt thou ask of me, ſays Samuel, 
ſeeing the Lord is departed from thee, and 
is become thine Enemy? Madam, Ob- 


yr 
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ſerve the ſtrange Alteration in Saul: 
When Samuel was on this Side the Grave, 


Saul ſlighted his Advice, though com- 
manded by rhe Almighty to hearken to 
him; when dead, he's as importunate to 
have it, though in a way that the ſame 
infinite Being had forbid, and therefore 
muſt know, could not be for his good. 
The Woman's ſudden Exclamarion, in 


crying out with a loud Voice a, when ſhe 
firſt ſaw Samuel, implies, I ſhould think, 


ſomething extraordinary in the Appea- 
rance, more than ſhe had been us'd to on 


the like Occaſions ; perhaps by the Ap- 
pearance ſhe was inform'd, that 'twas her 
Sovereign who was then applying to her, 


and was apprehenſive that he was laying 


4 Snare for her Life, as ſhe objected to 


him, when he firſt came to her“; which 


was ſufficient to put her into that Confu- 
ſion, and to make her ſay, Why haſt thou 


decerved me 2 For, thou art Saul ©: or it 
may be, Samuel's ariſing out of the Earth 
might be in a different Manner, and not 


agreeable with the common Rules of Ne- 
cromancy. Tis certain, there is no fort 
of Divination ſo antient as this; and 
ſeveral Heathen Writers of the beſt Au- 


thority aſſure us, that it was commonly 
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1 
practic d in the Eaſtern Parts of the Worlg. 
When the Woman ſaid, I ſaw Gods af- 
cending out of the Harth; It may poſ- 
ſibly be underſtood in the Language or 
way of ſpeaking peculiar to Perſons of 
that Profeſſion ; though I rather ſuſpect 
it to be an honourary Sort of Speech, in 
the Plural Number inſtead of the Singu- 
lar, in Regard to the Perſon of Samuel : 
For Saul immediately ſubjoyns in the Sin- 
gular > : What Form is he of? And ſhe 
anſwers in the Singular likewiſe, Au old 
Man cometh up, and he is covered with a 
Mantle; and the uſing the Plural Num- 
ber inſtead of the Singular upon ſuch an 
Account, often occurs in Scripture; par- 
fticularly, where Moſes is enjoyning Re- 
o verence due to Magiſtrates, Thou ſhalt 
h . mot revile the Coch. Upon the whole, 
*- by the Account which the Scripture 
u hhhas given us of this Matter, the Wo- 
it man of Endor ſaw the Form of Samuel, 
h but heard no Voice; whereas, Saul heard 
t the Voice, but faw not the Form. | 
„ { You may now expect, Madam, that 1 
rt ſmhould proceed in making a more particu- 
d- | lar Enquiry coneerning Samuel's Appearance 
at Endor; Endor, was a Place, we read d, 
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( 24 ) 
on the other Side Jordan, belonging to 
the Tribe of Manaſſeh ; but tis ſaid, he 
Children of Manaſſeh could not drive out 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Cities, where their 
Lot was, but the Canaanites would dwell 


in that Land. Tis ſaid in the Book of 


Judges a, that God would not drive them 


out, in Order to prove Iſrael, and that the 


Children of Iſrael dwelt among the Canaa- 
nites, &c. and they took their Daughters 


to be their Wives, and gave their Daugh- 


ters to their Sons, and ſerved their Gods. 


Here we ſee the Reaſon of thoſe Laws, 
which God gave to the 1/rae/ites againſt 


Idolatry, Witchcraft, Divination, and 
dealing with Familiar Spirits. The Law 


more immediately relating to Saul in this 


Affair at Endor, runs thus,— Regard not 
them that have familiar Spirits, neither 


ſeel after Wizards to be defiled by them: I 


am the Lord your God, A Man or Wo. 


man that hath a familiar Spirit, or that is 


a Wizard fhall ſurely be put to Death. 
or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with familiar 


Spirits, or a Wizard, or a Necromancer : 


For all that do theſe Things are an Abomi- 


nation unto the Lord: And becauſe of theſe 


Abominations, the Lord thy God doth drive 


—_ 
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the Nations out from before thee *. The 


Word Familiar, though not in the Origi- 


nal, yet our Tranſlators have thought fit 
ro uſe that Epithet, ſince we don't ſeem, 


no more than the Greeks and Latins, to 


have any one Word expreſſive, or ſuffi- 
_ cient to give us any tolerable Notion of 
| ſuch an Operation, St. Paul tells us of 
a young Pythoneſs, whom he met at Phi- 


lippi , who dealt with a Spirit in this 


familiar Manner; and Origen in his Diſ- 


pute with Celſus e, gives a particular Ac- 


count of Pythia's Familiarity with ſuch 
impure Spirits. St. Chry/o/tom does the 
fame Thing, when he comments upon 


thoſe Words of St. Paul to the Corinthi- 
ans d, Te know that ye were Gentiles car- 


ried away unto theſe dumb Idols, even as 


ye were led. St. Chryſoſtom there tells 
his Auditors, that if his Diſcourſe on 
that Subject was not neceſſary, Modeſty 
would incline him to ſay nothing of ſuch 


Familiarity : For the Woman, that was to 


divine, did firſt of all receive the infernal 
Spirit in the moſt impure and filthy Man- 


ner, afterwards ravd and foam'd, and 
then talk'd like a drunken Woman, The 


— 2 


— — . _— 


1 


2 Lev, xix. 31. XX. 27. Deut. XVI 11, 12. 
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Woman at Endor had not only a familiar 
Spirit, bur ſhe likewiſe practicd Ne- 
cromancy, viz. divining from the Ap- 
pearance of dead People, ſummon d for 


that Purpoſe : For Sauls Requeſt is firſt, 
that ſhe Would divine unto him by the fa- 


miliar Spirit, and bring him up whom he 


ſpould name unto her i. When ſhe was 


once poſſeſs d, ſhe was then enabled to do 


the other. The Hebrew Writers, when 


they comment upon this Part of the Zew- 


6 Law, tell us, That the Perſon deceasd 


aſcends between the Legs of the Diviner, 


and either ſits there or at the Arm-pits, ut- 


tering in a low Voice, as if it came from 


ſome Cavern or hollow Part of the Earth b. 
This Few Law moreover, was ſome- 
times broke by the Diviner's conſulting 


with Images ; among the Heathen, the 
King of Babylon is taken Notice. of .by 


the Prophet ©, as ffanding at the parting 


of the Way, at the Head of the two Ways, 
to uſe Divination : He made his Arrows 
or his Knives bright, he conſulted wit) 
Images or Teraphim, he laoked in the Liver. 


Theſe Teraphim or Images, Madam, were 
a Sort of Houſhold Gods, of which I 
don't doubt but you have often read, in 


— 


a Verſe. b Vid. Crit. Sacr, in Lev. xix. 31. 
© Ezek. xxi. 21. ö 5 


oo 


Roman 


an 


C - 


Noman and WY. Hiſtory. e tells 
us in the Life of Nero, that he always 


kept one of theſe little Images by him, 
and boaſted that he knew Things to come 


by the Advice of ſuch Image; this is leſs 


to be wonder d at, when we read in the 


Holy Scriptures of Labau's keeping and 
conſulting theſe little Images, which he 


calls his Gods, when he wrongfully tax d 
his Son in Law Jacob with carrying them 


away ; and probably his Daughter 


Rachel might do it, either to hinder his 


divining, which way ſhe and her Hus- 
band were gone, or elſe by that means to 
take her Father off from Idolatry. The 


Jews and others agree, ſays Mr. Mede b 

that theſe Teraphim were ſmall Images 
made under a certain Conſtellation, which 
they uſed to conſult, both in Things 


doubrfal and Things future, ſuppoſing 


they had a Power to this Effect, received 


from heavenly Influence; much like to 


Puppets made of Wax and like Matter, 


which our Wizards ſtill uſe unto like Pur- 
poſe; and therefore ſays the Prophet, 


© Surely the Teraphims or Images have 
ſpoken Vanity, and the Soothſayers have 
ſeen a Lye, and the Dreamers have told a 


vain Thing, Dr. Spencer in his learned 


— 


c Zech. x. 2. 


à Gen. xxxi. 
| 5 Diſcourſe 


—— ——— n 


( 28 ) 
Diſcourſe of the Laws of the Hebrews, }F 
when talking of theſe Matters, ſays, 

_ 'Tis not deny'd, but that there were Ima- 
ges of a much larger Size than theſe Te- 
rephims that ſerv d the ſame Purpoſe, by 
delivering the Anſwers that their Gods 
gave : Such he takes it, was that famous 
Statue of Memnon, that became Vocal 
when the Rays of the Sun darted on it: 
But ſince theſe were moſt of them fixed 
in Temples or ſome publick Places, and 
therefore could not be always at hand. 
the Heathen invented theſe leſſer ſort to 
ſupply the Abſence of the greater . Thus 
much, Madam, I was willing to obſerve 
concerning the Lau, to which this Tranſ- 
action at Endor does more immediatel 
relate; and I hope, the little that hñaas 
been obſerved, may give you ſome Satis- 
faction, as well concerning ſuch as divine 
by familiar Spirits, as alſo by Necroman- 

cy, or by infernal Spirits that are invok'd 

and appear outwardly for that Purpoſe. 
I proceed then to make Enquiry con- 
cerning Samuels Appearance; whether 
this was ſubject to the Will and Pleaſure 
of any Dæmon, or whether the Almigh- 
ty thought fit to interpoſe in any parti - 
cular manner, and to hinder what Saul 
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_ defign'd and the Woman was going about, 
but perhaps might not put in Execution. 
The Text ſays, it was Samuel: But was 
it Samuel, riſen from the Dead, with the 


ſame Body and Soul that were formerly 


united? Or was it Samuel's Body only, 
animated by ſome other immaterial Sub- 
ſtance ? Or was it Samuel with his Soul 
only, aſſuming ſome c_/Etherial Vehicle? 


Or was this a Reſemblance only of Sa- 
muel, effected, by God's Permiſſion, by 
ſome Aerial Dzmon 2 As to Samuel's Re- 
ſurrection with Body and Soul, tis not 
probable, that God would ſuffer it, con- 


ſidering all the Circumſtances of the Fact; 


and tis as unlikely that his Body only, or 
the bare Trunk ſhould be made uſe of in 


this Affair. Let Samuel then be firſt con- 


ſider'd as to his Soul only— If we might 
allow, as the Romaniſis do, the Book of 


Eccleſiaſticus to be Canonical, there would 


be no room for any Scruple: The Author 
of that Book (ſo full of excellent Mora- 


lity) gives an Hiſtorical Account of Sa- 


muel, which we may ſafely admit as Ca- 
nonical, becauſe we find it all contain d 
in the firſt Book of Samuel: And after he 
has recounted the glorious Things done 
by that great Man when alive, he adds, 
as the Concluſion of the whole, and after 


Eis Death he propheſied, and ſhewed the 


King his End, and lift up his Voice from 
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the Earth in Propheſy, 10 blot. aur the 


Wickedneſs of the People. I dare ſay, 
Madam, you don't think this Paſſage in- 
duc'd the antient Fathers of the Chriſtian 
Church to reckon this Book Apocryphal ; 
ſo far from it, that I can aſſure yau, ma- 


ny of chem are of the Opinion, that it 


was the real Soul of Samuel that appear d 
at Endor, and ſome of them have quoted 
that Book for the ſame Purpoſe. So 
thought Joſephus among the J7eros, Fuſtin 


the Martyr, St. Baſu, St. Ambroſe, and 


St. Auſtin. When I ſay, the Fathers of 


the Chriſtian Church, I perſuade my ſelf, 
Madam, that you do not ſo underſtand 
me, as if I was tranſgreſſing the Com- 
mand of our Saviour, who bids us call na 


Man our Father upon the Earth; for one is 


our Father which is in Heaven b, or that 
the Expreſſion is us d by me in the man- 
ner, the haughty and . ambitious Jews 
us'd it, when they glory'd, one being of 


Paul, another of Apollos, another of Ce- 


phas c. St. Paul was indeed eminently a 
Father to the Corinthians; and in the 


ſame Senſe may the reſt of the Apoſtles 
be /o called, in regard to their Inſtructi- 


ons, and their being, under Chriſt, the 


great Founders of the Chriſtian Religion. 


a Chap. xlvi. 20. b Mat. xxiii. 9. © x Cor. lie 


Their 
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Their Succeſſors, thoſe great Lights of 
the Chriſtian Church for ſix hundred 


Years after, have been juſtly thought de- 


ſerving the ſame Appellation, in regard to 


their Piety and great Learning; but, 
I wou'd not be here miſtaken, as if un- 
der the Notion of Fathers, T was for 
ſetting up an Infallibility of Judgment, 
when I quote theſe Gentlemen. I as 
much diſlike that Notion, as I do that 
other, of eſtabliſhing every one's private 
Judgment, attended with ſuch ill Conſe- 
quences every Day amongſt us. The Wri- 
ters, whoſe Authority I am now going 
to make uſe of, were Perſons of univer- 
ſal Knowledge, and who gave their Opi- 
nion with ſingular Modeſty, after much 
Thought and ſerious Reflection; and (as 
appears particularly in the Caſe of St. 
Auſtin) if upon a Review they ſaw their 
Miſtake, they readily retracted; and on 
that Account, they are the more to be 
rely'd on. In ſhort, the preſent Age does 
not ſeem to be a Match for them either in 
humane Learning or Divinity : However 
you need not be ſcrupulous here, Madam; 


bor no Eſſentials or Points of Faith will be 


treated of. — Joſephus was born but three 

or four Years after our Saviour ſuffer d; 

this Man, (who may certainly. be allow'd 

a competent Judge of rhe Zewi/h Affairs) 

gives us the Hiſtory of Samuel s Appea- 
1 Fan 
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14.4 | rance much after the ſame manner as we 
. 5. have it in our Bible; but ſays more par- 
5 ticularly, that the Woman at Endor did 
not know what manner of Perſon Samuel 
| was ; however, ſhe called him up, and 
Ia was in great Diſorder upon the Sight of ſo 
= | {| venerable and divine a Perſon ; and ſays 
mW | expreſly, that twas the So UL of Samuel 


1 . g that queſtion'd with Saul; this we have 
1 recorded in his Book called Few:fo 
1 Lf Antiquities . And this is the Author, 
Madam, who though he livd and died 
a Jeu, ſpake ſo honourably of our bleſ- 
| ſed Saviour. I could never yet ſee Rea- 
1 fon why any ſhould queſtion the Paſſage, 
—_— | as not Genuine; the late learned Editor 


144 of his Works (Dr. Hudſon) well obſerves, 
1 as one Mark of its being genuine, how 
D . pd . . | 

104 eaſy and juſt the Connection is with what 
wi is ſaid before b. You will pardon the 
118 Digreſſion, I know, if I give you the 
TIF | Paſſage; and I believe, you'll be ſorry 


as I am, to find it ſo ſhort— It runs 
thus Moreover, about that Time lived | 
Feſus, (or as Emuſebius relates it 
one Feſus) a wiſe Man; if it may be pro- 
per to call him a Man: For he work'd 
Wonders ; and his Diſciples were Men, 


— — TY 


2. L6G. - Se oe; Cave, du Pin, &c. 
| C Hiſt, Eccl. L. I. C. Il. | ; ; | 85 


that 


at 


T4335: — 
that made their Enquiries after Truth their 
Pleaſure, and he prevailed with many, as 


Lell err as Gentiles to aſſociate with 


him. This was he, that was called (or 


believed to be) Chriſt *. Being accuſed by 


the chief Men among our ſelves, He was 
crucified by Pilate : However thoſe, who 
Were at firſt heartily affected, ſtill adbher d 
fo him: For after three Days they ſaw 
him alive again; the divine Prophets Ha- 
ving declared theſe, and a thouſand more 
Wonderful Things concerning him; and the 


Y Tribe or Nation of Chriſtians, fo called 


from this Perſon, has never failed ſince to 
this very Day b. But to return, Madam; 
you ſee Foſephus is a good Witneſs in the 


Affair of Samuel, as well as of our Sa- 


viour : And ſo is Juſtin the Martyr, wo 
lived not long after the time of the Apo- 
ſtles, and who, in the famous Dialogue 
between him and Trypho the Few, al- 
ledges this, as one Argument of the Soul 's 
ſurviving in another State ; that the Witch 


or Pythoneſs called up the Soul of Samnel - 


at the Requeſt of Saul. And though Juſtin 


is made to ſpeak orherwiſe in a Treatiſe, 


called his Anſwers to the Orthodox con- 


— — 


W ee — — 


For ſo Voſſus thinks is the true reading. 
b Ant. L. 18. 4. Jeſephus was living A. D. 93. See 
Dr. Cave. . 2 * I „ 3 | 


7 _ 


3 ; « 34 ) 

|. | cerning 146 Queſtions, yet that Treatiſe 
1 is on many Accounts rejected as ſpurious, 

| 14 JE or at beſt muſt be allowed to be interpa- : 

17 1 lated, and many Things father d upon 
Will | Tuſtin, that are none of his *. St. Ball [ 
1 who lived in the fourth Century, writing 
6 1 | to his Friend Euſtathius a Phyſician , and 


taking Occaſion to mention the different 
Acoeptation of the Word God, ſays, the Þ} 
Pythoneſs that by her Witchcraft Shs 1 
up Samuel, ſaia, that ſhe ſaw Gods, &c. |! 
And St. Ambroſe, who lived alſo in the 
fourth Century, is very. expreſs in his 
Commentary upon the firſt Chapter of 
St. Luke ; where he ſays, dn to the 
Teſtimony of the Holy Scriptures, Samuel 
propheſied after his Death ©, St. Auſtin, 
who was cotemporary with Sr. Ambroſe, 
ſays, in a Treatiſe that I mention'd to 
you, Madam, ſome time ago d; Tis evi- 
dent from the Holy Scriptures, that fame 
are ſent from the Dead to the Living, as 
an the Contrary, oct St. Paul at Taken 
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© Samuel poſt mortem ſecundum Soi dime 'Y 
Lap futura uon tacuit. 5 


d Taking care of the Dead.” 


* 
8 
* * 
£ 
0 * 
an 
5 o 


5 „„ a * W EEE TERIITS = 
" þ ? : 
hy - 
: ; ; \ 
* 2 1 > 
- Se, . 
d L * 7 
„ * 
4 , 


an Opinion, that it could nut be Samuel 


himſelf, as not ſubject (they imagine) to 


the Power of any magick Arts, but war 
therefore rather ſome bad Spirit, fit for 


3 fach Work, which aſſumed the Likeneſs of 

Samuil Whereas the Bovk called ECCLE- 
SIASTICUS, generally aſcribed to Feſus Sy- 
rauch, but, from the Stile and Manner of 


writine, is affirmed to be Sblumum v, com- 


memorutes Samnel, among other holy Men 
 Aeparted, as one that had propheſied from 


amonpſt the Dead. After ſuch great Names, 


Madam, I prefume you will think it un- 
neceſſary to have the Judgment of modern 


Writers, whether Romiſh or Proceſtanr, 
in this matter; and I need nor obſerve to 
you, that the Writers, which I have ſer 
before you, lived foo early, ro be ſtigma- 


tized with the trite and odious Character 


of being Popiſbiy affected: And here I 
can't but obſerve by the By, that every 
rrue Member of the Church of England 


muſt think, that the Reformation ſuffers; 


and real Service is done to the CHarch of 


Nome, whenever Popery is ſaid to be 


found among thoſe glorious Lights of 
the Chriſtiati Church. We do not, we 


muſt nor, refuſe appealing to rhe concur- 
rent Teſtimony of Writers even for /ix 


hundred Years after our Saviour, for the 


Truth of out Religion; and if Chriſten- 


dom could be ſo happy as to agree on a 
„ D 2 air 


6636) 3 
fair Tryal in that Reſpect, and worldly 
Policy and Grandure not allowed to have 
any thing to do in the Matter, Things 
would then be put upon ſuch an Iſſue, 
that Schiſin in a little time would have 

nothing left to ſupport it ſelf, Give me 
leave then, Madam, rather than trouble 
you with any more Authorities, to make 
ſome Enquiry, what might probably in- 
duce theſe antient Fathers to conclude 
thus about the Soul of Samuel. They 
might obſerve in the firſt Place, what is 
obvious to every Reader, that as often as 
this Appearance is taken Notice of in the 
Hiſtory, there is no other Name given | | 
than that of Samuel? Tis ſaid, that the 
Woman ſaw Samuel. — that Saul perceived 
that it was Samuel Samuel ſaid to 
Saul — Saul anſwered Samuel — And Saul 
was ſore afraid, becauſe. of the Words of 
Samuel. Tis: natural enough ro conclude, 
when Saul went to Endor upon this Er- 
rand, that he himſelf did believe, what 
he really wiſhed and expected, was come 
to paſs: There was no Scruple, nor even 
Fancy in him about the Matter; for he 
perceived, which is more than Fancy, that 
it was Samuel; and his Reſpects were 
paid accordingly ; he bowed himſelf”; and, 
during the Converſation, Saul ſays, I 
have called thee, that thou mayſt make 
known unta me what I ſhall do, If the 
| 7 5 1 
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| Book of Ecclefiaſticus was writ by Solo- 


mon, as St. Auſtin takes Notice, tis no 


wonder then, that theſe antient Fathers 


were of ſuch an Opinion: And who ſo 
likely to give a juſt Account of the Mat- 


ter, as Solomon, who lived ſo little a time 


after twas done? And what Reaſon could 
there be for the Author to extol Samuel 
for his propheſying after Death, if an in- 
fernal Spirit only appeared under the Re- 
ſemblance of Samuel? Theſe Antients 
might likewiſe obſerve, that the Predic- 
tions at Endor were extraordinary and 
very particular, as to Saul's Sons and their 
dying the next Day : This was a Sort of 


Knowledge they knew was above the 


Reach of any infernal Spirit; for ſo the 
Prophet 1ſazah®*, Let them bring forth and 


ſhrew us what ſhall happen: Let them ſhew 


the former Things what they be, that we 
may conſider them, and know the latter 
End of them ; or declare us Things for to 
came: Shew the Things that are to come 


4 hereafter, that we may know, that ye are 
Gods. Evil Spirits, by the divine Ap- 
pointment, may and often have declared 


Things for to come; but conſidering the 


17 ſeveral Circumſtances of this Appearance of 
Samuel, the Fathers might not think it con- 


—_— — 
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D 3 ſiſtent 


| = - TM 
ſiſtent with the Miniſtry of Demons, tho 
'twas. to punith a very wicked Man. Be- 
ſides, if infernal Spirits, as has been of- 
ten aſſerted, can neither uſe, nor endure 
the Sound of the great and venerable 
Name FJEHovAa, this might furniſh r He 
with another ſtrong Argument for con- 
cluding as they did; that Name being 
fo often repeated in the Hiſtory. The 
Cammiſſion, they might think, was tao 
| ſolemn, and the Subject too divme for a 
Demon to be concerned in— The Lord, 
ſays Samuel, has done for himfelf, as he 
ſpake by me—— The Lord hath. rent the 
Kingdom out of thy Hand-—— Becauſe 
thou oveyeſs not the Voice of the Lord; and 
if it was not Samuel, but a Hing Spirits, 
to what Purpoſe (they might argue) or 
what Occaſion was there for that Lye, 
when Samuel ſaid to Saul, by haſt thou 
 difquicted me? And the Lord ſpake by me? 
And though the Souls of the Righteous 
are ſaid to be in Peace and at Reſt, yet 
it might be no Objection totheſe Fathers, | 
that therefore it was not Samuel, becauſe 
ke complains that he, was diſquieted ans 
brought up from the Place where he was 
before in Joy and Felicity; they might 
conclude, God appointed this, as he had 
often done before and ſince, in Regard to 
the Souls of innocent and good People: 
They knew the Saul was often brought 
- + e back, 
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4 1 Kings xvii. | Þ 2 Kings xdil, 
Luke vii. 
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back, and ſuch Diſturbance given as quit- 


ting the Manſions of Bliſs ; and wherher 


3 | ſuch Souls are called back to their proper 


Bodies, or whether they are ſummoned 


hicher without the real Body, is not the 


Objection here; but whether God might 
appoint the Soul of ſo good a Man as 


Samuel to be diſturbed? This, Madam, 
J fay might be no Objection to hem 


They knew very well, that the Soul was 
brought back to the Widow's Son at Za- 
rephath *; to another, upon the Bodies 


touching the Bones of Eliſba b; they 
knew the Diſfurbance given to the Soul 


of Jairuss Daughter ©; to that of che 


Widow's Son at Nain d; to that of La- 


Sarus who had been buried four Days; 


to that of Tabitha at Joppa, a Woman full 


of good Works and Alms-deeds which ſhe 
did ; and to the Souls of a great many 


good People at one time, when the Graves 


were opened, and many Bodies of Saints 
which ſlept aroſe, and came out of the 


Graves, and went into the Holy City, and 
appeared unto many . And tho, Madam, 


the Appearance at Endor, is deſcribed as 


of one aſcending out of the Earth, yet 


— 
2 


— 


- © John Ni. 1 Aa: ix. 
5 Mat. xxvii. | D 


D 4. 
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thoſe Primitive Writers might ſtill think 
that no Objection to the Reality of Ja- 
muel's Appearance, but rather conſiſtent 


wich the Scripture Account, in other Pla- 


ces, of Souls departed hence; and I can 
moreover aſſure you, Madam, that thoſe 
Writers did ſo underſtand the Scriptures. 
Jacob, when he thought his Son Foſeph 


was dead a, refuſed to be comforted, ſay- 


ing, that he would go down to his Son, and 
the Original Word there uſed ®, for the 
Grave, is what frequently occurs in Scrip- 


ture to denote the Subterraneous Manſ/1- 


ons, and as ſuch is tranſlated by the LXX 
Greek Interpreters ©, but never by the 
Word Txqpos, or any other Word that 
ſignifies a Grave or a Sepulchre ; and St. 
Jerom and others in the Latin tranſlate it 
to the ſame Purpoſe d; ſo alſo at the pu- 


niſhing of a lewd Company of Schiſinaticsc, 


they are ſaid fo go down alive into the 
PT; the ſame Word there uſed, as be- 
fore. So the Royal Pſalmiſt. t. If 1 


climb up into Heaven, thou art there ; if 


I go down to Hell, thou art there alſo. 
We very often uſe the Word Hell (in 
our tranſlating the Bible) zmproperty, 


20.9 
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© 2 Gen, xxxvii. „ Ans. 
4 Infernum. ". ,.... xvi. f cxxxvili. 
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becauſe our Language does not furniſh 
us with a Word that's comprehenſive 


enough: The Scriptures ſometimes ex- 
preſs ir by the way of a Periphraſis : 
As, He aſcended ; what is that, but the 


ſame that deſcended 10 the lower Parts * 


the Earth ? St. Paul tells the Philippi- 
ans a, That at the Name of Jeſus every 
Knee Should bow, of Things in Heaven, 
and Things under the Rab; And St. 
John, i he ſpeaks of the Book ſealed 


with ſeven Seals, ſays, No Man in Hea- 
ven nor in Earth neither under the Earth, 


was able to open the Book, neither to look 


thereon. You will eaſily imagine, Madam, 
that theſe Primitive Writers had ſuch Paſ- 


ſages as theſe in their Eye, when they 


FE paſſed their Judgment upon this Appea- 
rance of Samuel from the lower Parts of 


the Earth. Irenzus, who lived not long 
after the Apoſtles, ſpeaks very plain a- 


bout the lower Parts of the Earth, as the 
proper Reſidence for the Souls of the Juſt, 
tin ar the great Day they ſhall be reunit- 
ed to their Bodies, and then aſcend into 


Heaven, and have a full Conſummation 
of their Happineſs; the Diſcourſe is in- 


1 troduced mY this renowned Prelate, on 


8 


2 Chap. 11 
| Account 
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Account. of our Saviour's Deſcent into 
Hell ; where he takes Notice of our Sa- 
viour's Saying to Mary, Toxch me not, 
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Fur 1 have not yet aſcended to my Father — 


If therefore our Lord, ſays, Irenzus, 
did conform himſelf ro the Law relat- 


ing to the Dead, that he might be the 


Firſt-born from the Dead, = ſtayed 1 


till the rhird Day in the lower Parts 


of the Earth, after which, riſing with 
his Body, chat he might ſhew his Dif- 
* the Print of the Nails, ſo went 


to Heaven; how can ſuch People 
help bluſhing, (meaning the Gneſticks ) 
© who aſſert this World to be the Place 
of Hell; but that their Souls, when 


they quit the Body, mount to the high- 
er Regions above? For ſince our Lord 


ples, or Chriſtians in general, for 


whoſe Sake the Lord did thoſe Things, 
have a Place appointed them by God, 
above our Comprehenſion, where they | 
ſhall continue waiting till the general Y 
Reſurrection; when being reunited in 
a perfect manner to their own Bodies, 
or riſing as our Lord did, they ſhall Þ 

« become 


[1 IIS * - 
3 e N 
N r 
8 
1 £4 Wo 


"3 RN. 
4 A 7 


* retired, in rhe midſt of the Shadow of 
Death, where the Souls of the De- 
ceas d were; roſe aftetward with his 
Body; and then was taken up; tis 
evident, that the Souls of the Diſci- 
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Fear of King Edward VI. with Reference 
io an expreſs Place of Scripture inter- 


"FF g 


182) 


« hecome Partakers of the Beatifick Vi- 


© ſion 2. If you are pleaſed to know 
more of this Matter, Madam, you may 


ſee it fully treated of in Dr. Helin and 

Biſhop Pearſon's Expoſitions of that Ar- 
ticls of our Creed; the latter obſerves, 
when rhis was made one of the Articles 


of our Religion at the Reformation, that 
ir was propounded with a certain Expli- 


cation, and thus dcliver'd in the fourth 


preted of this Deſcent, viz. That the Bo- 
DY of Chriſt. lay in the Grave until his Ne. 


ſarrefiion:: But his SP1kiT which he gave 


up, was with the Spirits which were de- 
tained in Priſon, or in Hell, and preached 


to them, as the Place in St. Peter reftifieth-: 


In Biſhop Sparrow's Collection, the Arti- 

cle in Engliſh: reads thus, As Chriſt 

1 5 died and was buried for us; ſo alſo it 
* is to be believed, that he went down 


2 into Hell: For the Body lay in the Se- 


< pulchre until the Refurrection, but his 
* Ghoſt departing from him was with the 
“ Ghoſts that were in Priſon or in Hell, 


1 7 and: did preach to the ſame as the Place 


* of St. Peter doth teſtify.” But in the 


1 Synod ten Years after, in the Days of 


5 7 > — ——_ 
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Queen Elizabeth, the Articles, which 


continue ſtill in Force, deliver the ſame 


Deſcent, but without any the leaſt Ex- 
plication or Reference to any particular 
Place of Scripture, in theſe Words, As 
Chriſt died for us and was buried, ſo alſo it 


is to be believed that he went down into 


Hell. You find the Paſſage in St. Peter's 
firſt Epiſtle ®,— He went and preached 
unto ihe Spirits in Priſon ; which ſome 


time were diſobedient, &c. Why the Ar- 


ticle ſtands now without Explication and 


Reference, is an Enquiry, not at all mate- 


rial to our preſent Purpoſe ; and were it 
otherwiſe, I believe you would think it 
more proper for me to let it alone. The 
Paſſage ſeems to allude to what the Pro- 
phet Zechariah ſays b, where he is ex- 
horting Zion to rejoyce for the Coming 
of Chriſt,— As for thee alſo, by the Blood 
_ of thy Covenant, I have ſent forth thy 
Priſoners out of the Pit, wherein is no Ma- 
ter. The Prophecy concerning Chriſt juſt 
| precedes this Paſſage, and is fo quoted 

by the Evangeliſts concerning his Entry 


\ 


into Feruſalem, Rejoyce greatly, O Dangh- 


ter of Zion; ſhout O Daughter of Feruſa- 
lem, behold thy King cometh, &c. And 


then by way of Apoſtrophe, the Propher J 
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addreſſes himſelf to Chriſt, As for thee 


alſo, &c. (as above) Fuſtin the Martyr 
and Irenæus; the one, in his Dialogue 


with Trypho the Few, the other in his 


third Book againſt Hereſies a quote a Paſ- 
ſage, as belonging either ro 1/azah or Je- 
remiah, which ſo much reſembles this 
4 Paſſage of St. Peter, that probably he 
might take ir thence; the Words are, 
© The Lord the Holy one of Iſrael had in 
3 Remembrance His that were dead, and 
T3 were aſleep in the Land of the Deceas d, 
and went down to preach to them Salvati- 
on, which is from him, that he might ſave 
them. fuſtin is there upbraiding his Few 
with the baſe Methods they had taken, 
by curtailing the Holy Scriptures in ma- 


Iny Places ; and this Paſſage, he ſays, was 
Kone of them; the Annotator Jy/burginus 


makes no doubt, but St. Peter did refer 
Ito this Paſſage: And Feuardentius upon 
Lrenæus, obſerves, that this Paſſage nei- 
Ither occurs in the Septuagint nor Yulgar 
ranſlation. I ſhall obſerve nothing more 
ut preſent, Madam, about this Deſcent of 
Pur Saviour (which you may remember 
was occaſioned. by Samuel being de- 
Wcrib'd, as one aſcending out of the 9 | 
Fad which the Primitive Fathers, I men- 


2 Chap, xxiii. yet 
> * 3 72 
tion'd, 


his real Appearance) unleſs it be one ſin- 


is faid by this Prelate to have addreſſed 
himſelf to King Algarus, when ſent by 


then roſe from the Dead, and raiſed others 
and though be deſtended alone, yet he aſ- 4 
ther, This Ambaſly of Thadæus, Madam, 


King Algarus having before ſupplicated 
our bleſſed Saviour by Letter, he was ho- 


he would ſend one of his Diſciples to 
him to do all, and much more than he 


of it ſo well atreſted, (as will appear pre- 
ſently) that IT promiſe my ſelf, I ſhall 'F 
have the ſame Indulgence for the follow- 
ing Digreſſion out of Euſebius, as for that 


tion d, might not think any Objection co I. 


gle Teſtimony, which Euſebius Biſhop of 
Czſarea (who had Conftantine's Authority 
for ſearching all Records to compleat his 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory) gives us of Thadæ- 
us one of our Saviour's 70 Diſciples, who 


St. Thomas, and among other Diſcourſe 
to have delivered this, vis. That Chriſt © 
deſcended into Hell, and broke the ſtrong ||| 
Holds ; which had never been done before; 


likewiſe who had been aſleep for Ages paſt ; q 


NH 


cended up with a great Retinue to his Fa- 


was ſoon after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, 
by the Appointment of St. Thomas; for 


nourd with an Anſwer, ſignifying, that } 


had requeſted. *Tis a Piece of Hiſtory, \8 
eſteem'd ſo very curious, and the Truth 


i 
$ W 


before out of Foſephns. Euſebius tranſ. 
| | | on lated } 


be 
1 


To) 
Y Hatred it out of Syriac into Greet ; and from 
the Greek pleaſe to take it as follows *. 
it K The Divinity of our Lord and Sa- 
„ viour Jeſus Chriſt being every where 
„ noiſed Abroad on Account of the won- 
„ derful Works done by Him, occafion'd 
„the Reſort of infinite Numbers from 
„ forreign Parts, and at the greateſt Diſ- 
„ tance from Judæa, hoping to find Re- 
(lief in the ſeveral Diſeaſes and Infirmi- 
ties under which they labour d. Where- 
2 © fore King Abgarus, who was an emi⸗- 
nent Governour of a Nation on the o- 
ther Side of the Euphrates, being in a 
“ languiſhing way by a ſevere Diſtemper, 
„ incurable by the Art of Man; and 4 
he alſo underſtood, that the Name of 
® © Jeſus was much talked of, and Cre- 
dit univerſally given to the Miracles 
& © wrought by him, he writes to him, and 
becomes a humble Supplicant, that he 
might be worthy of obtaining a Cure. 
Our Saviour, who did not think fit to 
„ anſwer his Requeſt ar that Time, did 
* nevertheleſs honour him with a Letter 
ix © under his own Hand, letting him know, 
IF © that he would ſend one of his Diſciples 
i © to cure him, giving him Aſſurances at 
„the ſame Time of Health and Happi- 


4 Hiſt. Eccl. L. 1. C. ult, 
VVV * nels 
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neſs to himſelf, and all that belong d to 


him. Nor was it long, before this De- 


claration was amply fulfilled : For af 


ter his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, Tho- 
mas one of the twelve Apoſtles being 
moved by the Spirit, ſends Thadæus 


(who alſo was numbred among the 70 


Diſciples ) to preach the Goſpel I 
Chriſt in the City of Eaeſſa; and by 


his means was made good all that our 


Saviour had promis'd. For the Truth 
of theſe Things you have a written 


Teſtimony, taken out of the Archives 
in the Royal City of Edeſia: For a- 


mong the publick Records there, which 
relate either to Antiquity, or to the 
more immediate Concerns of Algarus 


himſelf, 7heſe Things are found to be f | 


preſerv 'd from that Time to this. Tc 


may then be worth while, to hear what 
thoſe Epiſtles are, which were taken 


by us from thoſe Archives, and tranſ- 


lated out of the Syriack, in the follows 1 


ing Manner : Ts | 3 


nes eee eee 


„ 
A Coer of a LETTER 
written by Abgarus (the 
Governour) to Jeſus, and ſent 


| to Him at Jeruſalem by A- 
nanias one of his Couriers. 

| Abgarus Governour of Edeſſa to Jeſus the 
\ 3 excellent Saviour reſiding in and about 
- Jeruſalem, ſendeth Greeting. 

: have heard of rhee and thy Cures, as 
5 if perform'd without the uſe of Herbs 
or any other Medicine. For, as tis re- 
t ported, you make the Blind to ſee, the 
t Lame to walk, and you cleanſe the Le- 
n FF pers, and caſt out unclean Spirits and De- 
- MF vils, and heal ſuch as have been long af- 
2 flicted with any Diſtemper, and you raiſe 


. »* 


People from the Dead. Now, having 
heard all theſe Things of thee, I have 
reaſon' d about the Matter in my own 
Mind theſe two Ways, either that thou 
art God, and coming down from Heaven 
doſt theſe Things, or elſe that thou doeſt 
them as being the Son of God. Where 
fore then, I have now by this Letter re- 
gqueſted thy Preſence here, and to _ 
Bs | the 


(50 ) 
the Diſtemper with which T am now af- 
flicted. I have alſo heard, that the Jews 
mutrer our their Diſcontents againſt thee, 
and are minded to do thee ſome Miſchief. 
Now my own City is but ſmall, but neat 
and beautiful enough, and it will ſerve 
both of us. + 1 Ge 

In this manner. writ Abgarus, being in 
ſome meaſure enlighten d from Heaven 
already. Tis now proper, we ſhould hear 
the Epiſtle, that Jeſus ſent to him by the 
ſame Meſſenger ; ſhort indeed, but ner- 
vous and powerful, and is as follows: 


The Anſwer of Feſus, by the Courier Ana- 


nias, to the Governour Abgarus. 


9 


lieveſt in me, and yet hath not 
ſeen me: For tis written of me, that 
thoſe who have ſeen me, will not be- 
lieve in me, that they who have not 
ſeen, yet believing might have Life. 
But, as to what you write about my 
coming to you, ttis requiſite I ſhould 
fulfil all Things here, for which T was 
ſent; and when T have ſo done, then to 
be received up to Him that ſent me: 
But after this, T will ſend to. thee one 
of my Diſciples, that he may heal thy 
Diſtemper, and. impart Life to thee, 
** and thoſe that are with the. 
1 K 


8 A Bkarus, thou art x happy who be- 
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1 
There was alſo ſubjoyn d to theſe Let- 
ters, in the Syrigc Language, as follows: 

After that Jeſus was received up, Tho- 
mas ſeat to him (Algarus) Thadæus an 


Apoſtle, one of the Seventy; who, when 


he was come, lodged with one Tobias tne 
Son of Tobias: But after the Wonders 
done by him, had render'd him conſpi- 
cuous amongſt them, it was ſignified to 
Atgargs, that the Apoſtle of Jeſus was 
arriv'd there, as his Letter had promis'd. 


Thadæus therefore by the Power of God 


had begun to cure every Diſeaſe and In- 
firmity, inſomuch that they all marvelled. 
But when Algarus had heard of the migh- 
ty and wonderful Things that he did, and 
how he cured in the Name and by the 
Power of Jeſus Chriſt, he began to re- 


flea, that this was he, of whom Jeſus. 


had formerly ſent him Word, ſaying, A 
ter that I am received up, I will ſend to 


| Thee one of my Diſciples, who ſhall cure 


thy Diſtemper; having therefore ſent for 
Tobias, where he lodged, he ſaid to 
him— I have heard that there is a cer- 
tain Man of great Power come from Fer 
ruſalem, who lodges in thy Houſe, and 
works many Cures in the Name of Je- 
ſus: To which he reply'd; Tis true, my 


Lord, a certain Stranger is come, who 


dwells with me, and does many wonder- 
ful Things; then Algarus . Bring 
: „ EE 


(52) . 
him hither, ſays he, ro me: Then 70. 
bias returning to Thadæus, acquainted 


him Abgarus the Governour lent for 
me, and bad me bring thee to him, that 
thou mighreſt cure his Diſtemper. Tha- 
azus reply'd, I go for upon his Ac- 
count J am ſent hicher with Power. The 
next Day therefore, early in the Mor- 
ning, Tobias taking Thadæus along with 
him, went to Abgarus ; and when he was 
come in, Abgarus ſurrounded with his 
Nobles, on a ſudden was ſurpriz'd at the 
Entrance of the Apoſtle Thadæus, as 

thinking he ſaw ſomething great and hea- 
. venly in the Face of the Man ; which 
Abvgarus having obſerved, he ſaluted Tha- 
deus in the moſt reſpetful Manner; 
which made all that were preſent to won- 


der; for they had not ſeen that Diſtine- | 


tion in Thadæuss Countenance, being on- 
ly perceived by Algarus; who then ask d 
Thadeus — Art thou in Truth a Diſci- 
ple of Jeſus the Son of God, who thus 
ſaid to me (in a Epiſtle) J will ſend to 
thee one of my Diſciples who ſhall cure thy 
Diſtemper, and impart Life to thee, and 
thoſe that are with thee. Then Thadæus 
faid—— For this Reaſon T am ſent unto 
thee, becauſe thou haſt had ſuch great 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus; and farther, if 
thy Faith in him ſtill increaſes, thy Peri- 
tions ſhall be granted, anſwerable * thy 
„%%% ᷑ . | Falch. 
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Faith. Here Abgarus my Faith, fays 
he, has been ſuch, that I was relolyc d by 


Force of Arms to have cut in Pieces the 


Fews who crucified him, if the ,n 
Power had not over aw'd and prevented 
me. Then Thadæus ſaid—— Our od 
and God Jcſus Chriſt hatch ful the 

Will of his Father, and having done o, 
was received up to his Father. Avgar:s 
fays co him ] have both believed in 
him, and allo in his Father. Then La- 
deus Wherefore, ſays he, I now lay 
my Hand upon thee in the Name of the 
ſame Lord Jeſus : And this being done, 
Abgarus's Diſeaſe and Infirmity imme- 
diately left him. Abzarus was aſtoniſh d; 

for, what he had heard of Jeſus, was 
now in Fact verified by his Diſciple and 
Apoſtle Thadæus, who had cured him 


without the Application of any Medi- 


cine or Herbs; and not only him, but 
alſo one Abdus the Son of Abdus, * 


was afflicted with the Gout ; who when 


he came near him (Thadæus) proſtrated 
himſelf, and after Prayer and Impoſition 
of Hands he recover d. Many other Fel- 
low-Citizens were likewiſe heal d by the 
ſame Apoſtle, and great Miracles often 
wrought during the Time of his preach- 
ing the Word of God, After this, Ab- 
garus thus addreſſes himſelf to Thadæus: 
the Things, which thou doeſt, are done 
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by the Power of God, and we our ſelves 


marvel at thee: But I do moreover, make 


it my Requeſt, that thou wilt give me an 


Account of the Coming of Jeſus, in what 
Manner it was; as alfo concerning his 
Power, how he wrought thoſe Miracles, 


of which we have been inform'd. Then 


Thadæus faid——— T ſhall now forbear 
ſpcaking of theſe Things, becauſe I am 


ſent to preach the Word in publick : But 


to Morrow cauſe all thy Citizens to af- 


{emble themſelves before the, and I will 


preach ro them the Word of God, and 


will ſow in their Hearts the Word of Life; q 


will declare to them, how the Coming of 
Jeſus was; what his Miſſion ; and where- 
fore ſent by the Father; what the Power 
of his Works; and what the Myſteries 


which he ſpake ; how he did theſe Wen- 


ders ; and what was uncommon in his 
Preaching ; concerning his Poverty and 


Humiliation ; how he humbled himſelf 


even unto Death, and leſſen d his Divi- 
nity ; what be ſufferd from the Fews's 


and how he was ctucified ; how he de- | 


ſcended into Hell, and broke the ſtrong 
Holds which had never been done before ; 
then roſe from the Dead, and raiſed o- 


chers likewiſe who had been aſleep for 


Ages paſt; how he deſcended alone, but 


aſcended up with a great Retinue to his 


Father; how he ſitteth at his right Hand 
FIRE: I with 
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with Glory in the Heavens, and with 
Glory and Power ſhall return again to 
judge the Quick and the Dead. Algarus 


therefore gave Orders, that his Citizens 


ſhould aſſemble the next Morning early, 
to hear Thadæus preach. And after 
ce this he commanded Gold and Silver 
< 2 to be preſented to him: But he de- 
e clind the Preſent, ſaying, If we part 
& yith that which is our own, how ſhall 


XZ © ve take that which is another Body's > 


“ Theſe Things were done in the three 
& hundred and fortyeth Year ®; and be- 
« ing truly tranſlated, I thought they 


might very juſtly deſerve to have a 


LS 


Place here.” 


9850 fear, Madam, you'll think this Di. 
greſſion has been too long; and yet 1 
cannot leave it neither, till I have endea- 


vour d to ſecure the Authority for ſo va- 


luable a Piece of Hiſtory, againſt the O6 
jections of ſome modern Writers; I ſay 


modern, becauſe it was received in the 
ſame manner as the reſt of Euſebius s Hiſ- 


tory for many hundred Years after Euſe- 


— — 


| 2 ved, & won, . 
b According to the Computation of the Edeſſins, 
who reckon d by the way of Olmpiads. So Vale. 
ſfias's Note on the Place. | | 5 
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bius's Death, who died in the fourth Cen- 
tury; and this I find aſſerted by the great 
Voſſius 2. Dr. Cave, who by his learned 
Writings has done ſo much Honour to his 
Country, and yet received fo little him- 
ſelf, has raken ſome Pains to reſcue this 


Piece of Hiſtory from the froward At- 


tempts of ſuch modern Writers. I know, 
Madam, you are very well acquainted 


with his excellent Books, called Primi- 


tive Chriſtianity, and the Lives of the A. 
poſlles; and the World is Witneſs, that 
you do more than read them : His De- 


fenſe of theſe Letters, of our bleſſed Sa- 


viour and King Algarus, is written in 


Latin; and, tho you are no Stranger to 


that Language, yer, it may be, your Cu- 


rioſity has not led you to look into 


his Hiſtoria. Eccleſraſtica ; that delightful 
Store-Houſ of Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity ; 


and I am well aſſured, that great Man has 
made it near one third part bigger, by 


what he has left behind him in MI. of 


which the World has been too long de- 
priv'd already. It is in this Book, Ma- 


dam, and in the following manner, that 


he aſſerts the Genuzneſs of theſe two E- 
piſtles. I don't think, ſays he, that 
< ſuch a venerable Picce of N 


2 


— 


a In Notis ad Teſtam, „ 


* * 


_ 


* + ſhould: be ſo raſhly laid aſide as ſpuri- 


-ous. For, firſt, as to our Saviour's 


1 | « Epi, there appears no Mark of Im- 


| poſture or Deſign in it, let the Con- 
* — be conſidered from one end to the 
other; nothing but what is highly con- 
„ ſiſtent and agreeable with the Dignity, 
«© Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of our bleſſed 


Lord: And this ſome of the Cavillers 


„ themſelves a, acknowledge, as not pre- 


„ trending to ground their Objection up- 


on any thing contained in the Letters. 
IF £6 


In the next Place, the great Fidelity 
and Authority of Euſebius weighs ex- 
„ ceedingly with me; for he copyed theſe 

Letters from the very Records them- 
„ felves among the Edeſſens, and tranſ- 
“ lated them from the Syriac into Greek ; 
* eſpecially, when neither he himſelf / 
could be eaſily impoſed on, nor any 
'Y © Reaſon to be aſſigned, why he ſhould 
have a Mind to put a Cheat upon us. 
Our Biſhop Pearſon (and who a better 
„Judge than he?) ſays truly of Euſe- 
uus in the following Words, “ For my 
„ou part, ſays he, I maintain and in- 
© [7 upon it, that Euſebius took ſo much 
| Lid 0 are __ Pains, and had # Jes a 
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e Judgment in examining thoſe antient 3 


N 


s 
0 
E 
( 
E 
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Writings relating to Chriſtianity, which * 


Q & 


handed down by Tradition from the 
Apoſiles, that after this, there can be 
no room left for any one to doubt, either 
of his own Fidelity, or of thoſe Writ. | 
ings which he himſelf eſteemed as GEe- | 
NUINE. Farther ; the ſame is con- 
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6c 


he ſuppoſed might contain ſeveral T. hings 2 Fx 


e firmed by Ephrem, a Man perfectly [ | 


e acquainted with the Syriac Writings, as 


& 
cc 


oa 


ſtill more to the Purpoſe) was a Dea- | 
con in the very City of Edeſſa. In his 


being himſelf a Syrian, and (what is 


Diſcourſes to the People of that Place, 
< 2 He ſays, Bleſſed be this City of yours 
ein which ye dwell ; for Edeſſa is a City 


& famous for producing wiſe Men, and 
« which (agreeable to what Chriſt had 
*K ſaid) was in a publick manner bleſſed by | 
. 
e when King Abgarus, who built this City, 
* defired to entertain him, who had ap- 
« pear d as a Stranger upon Earth, 1 
e mean, Him who was the Saviour of all, 
& our Lord Chrift, he ſaid. TI haue 


his Diſciples, but our Apoſtles. For | 


«© heard of all thoſe Things, which thon © 
* haſt done, and what thou haſt ſuffered i 


* from thoſe reprobate and contumelious 3 | 


2 — tl 
— 


— — 
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— — 
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it „ Jews : Therefore, come hither and dwell 
h © © with us; the City which ] have is lit- 
os 1 © tle, but yet may be big enough for thee 
be © © and me, whereupon our Lord admiring 
be „ his Faith, and ſending thither by the 
er Meſſengers, hath all — * bleſſed that 
t- < City, ſtrengthning the Foundations there- 
E- „ % "Theſe Epiſtles are likewiſe quoted 
n- « ina Letter, yet extant, ſent to St. Au- 
ly in ; and tis needleſs to take Notice 
as <6 of Writers of a later date. As to the 

3 © Writers, that were before Enſebjus, not 
a- © mentioning theſe Epiſtles, tis eafily 
nis “ accounted for, when we conſider that 
ce, * the Greek Fathers, being generally ig- 
„ norant of the Hriack Language, had 
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ity “ hardly any Correſpondence with the 
md People of Edeſſa. Nor are the Argu- 
ad © © ments alledgd on the other Side, of 
/ by M © much Moment; the chief of which 1 
For will examine. 'Tis objected firſt, That 
ity, © © the Writers of the New Teſtament ſay 
ap- FF © nothing, either of theſe two Epiſtles, 
I © or of the Algarian Ambaſly ; which is 
all, FF © own'd;; nor was it their Deſign to com- 
ave mit to writing all the Things that Je- 
hou f © ſus did. St. Fohn moreover expreſſy 
red © reſtifies 5 e Feſus did yy other 
ious 
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Part, I ſhould rather think, that Ex- 3} | 


(Wy: i 
Things which were not written in that 
Book, &c. Tis farther objected, that 
a Paſſage is quoted, in this Epiſtle of 
our Saviour, out of St. John s Goſpel; 
which yet was not compos d till ma- 
ny Years after. T anſwer, ſome ſuch 
like ſhort Sentence is here and there 
met with, yet nor in the very ſame 
Words, nor altogether the ſame Senſe; 
for our Lord ſeems often to have made 
uſe of ſuch ſort of Apothegmes. But 
however, the Sentence, though it may 
have the ſame Senſe with that in St. 1 
John, does not therefore prove, that 
it was taken thence. The Paſſage ſeems MF 
to be quoted out of the Prophets, and 
the learned Valeſius refers to the ſixth W 
Chapter of Jſaiahb: Others ſeek for 
the Paſſage elſewhere. For my own 


— AS ²: A 


preſſion in the Letter, It is ritten of 
me, might be underſtood, not ſo much 


of any particular Place, but of it's be- Ar 
ing the common Language of the Pro- F* 
phets ; in which Senſe it often occurs | 4 a 
in Clemens Romanus and other Wri- Mt 
ters. Tis farther urg'd againſt theſe | * 
Epiſtles, in point of Time: For in the MW © 
common reading of Euſebius, theſe 1 
Things are ſaid to have been done at 'F 
Edeſſa in the 43d Year of Chriſt. But 


this — is happily removed by 
7 my — 1 


* 
: | C 
-N 
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"T4 
& Paleſius, who ſhews from MSS. and 
© the Epocha of the Edeſſens, that the 
% 340th Year (which is the true reading) 
« agrees with the ſame Year, when Chriſt 
ſuffered and roſe from the Dead. Ha- 


« 


a 


la) 


Y © ving thus given my own Opinion, ſup- 


a 


ported in this manner, I ſubmit the 


4 | «© whole to the Judgment of the learned 
World, nor will I engage my {ſelf in a- 
ny Diſpute about the Matter. 


And now, Madam, after this Digreſſi- 


on and what I have offer d concerning Sa- 
muel s Appearance at Endor, 1 am apt to 
think, you may have ſtill ſome Scruples 
remaining about ir; as whether it was 
the real Soul of Samuel, or whether the 
BK Almighty would permit any ſuch Appea- 
rance to be. We may ſafely affirm, that, 
& withour the Divine Permiſſion, it was not 
in the Power of any Infernal Spirit to 
have effected it. But whether, conſider- 


ing all the particular Circumſtances of 
the Fact, and the ſtrict Relation had be- 
tween Saul and Samuel when alive, ſuch 
an Appearance may not be reaſonable; or 
whether ſuch Appearance be any ways in- 


conſiſtent wich infinite Wiſdom and Juſ- 
tice, ſeems to be the main Queſtion. Sa- 
mel, when he had anointed Saul to be 
King, might be ſaid ro continue ſtill 
Judge of the People; tho' they were ſo 
fond of a Change in Government, _ 
prop 
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obſtinately affected the Title of King for 


their Governour. Tis evident, Samuel 
ſtill retain d the fudiciary Power, and was 


prime Miniſter in all Affairs beſides ; 
twas the peculiar Office of Samuel to in- 
ſtruct, to adviſe and to reprove Saul: But 


when he grew very wicked, and Samuel 
found all Methods unſucceſsful ; he left 
him with this Prophetick Sentence de- 
nounc'd againſt him, The Lord hath rent 


the Kingdom of Iſrael from thee this Day, 


and hath given it to a Neighbour of” thine 
that is better than thou. This was the 
laſt time that Samuel took any Notice of 
Saul; Samuel went to Ramah, and there 
mourned for Saul; he knew, that Saus 
Kingdom was ſoon to be taken from him, 
and was alſo really concern d for Saul s 


Condition after this Life; the good old 
Man therefore mourus, though he was no 
Tranſgreſſor himſelf, for one that was a 
very great Offender, but without any Re- 
morſe for his own Sins. With theſe 
Thoughts the Soul of Samuel went down 
to the Grave: But at Endor, Madam, you 
have the ſame Words explain'd, that Sa- 
muel made uſe of, when he took his leave 
of Saul. Samuel told Saul, juſt before 
they parted, The Lord hath rewt the King- Y 
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dom, &c. And here at Endor, he reminds. 
him of this memorable Converſation, in 
the following Words: The Lord hath 
done for himſelf, as he ſpake by me : For 
the Lord hath rent the Kingdom out of thy 
Hand, and given it to thy Neighbour, even 
to David. But if this Argument be not 
ſufficient for inferring it to have been the 
real Soul of Samuel, it may then, I think, 
be reaſonably ask d, whether any infernall 
„ Power was or could be in it's own Nature 
„e KM privy to ſuch Diſcourſe, as paſs d be- 
tween Saul and Samuel when alive, and 
of which was afterwards repeated at Endor? 
re It muſt be allowed, that to ſearch the 
Ps Heart and Reins is a Privilege belong- 
m, ing to the Almighty : No Man, nor De- 
s vil. knoweth the Things of a Man, but the 
ld Spirit that is in him: And tis the Spirit 
no hat ſearcheth the deep Things of God: It 

ſeem'd a ſufficient Argument, that Chriſt 
vas God, when he let the Scribes ſee, 
SY that he knew their Thoughts d, and were 
infernal Spirits conſtantly acquainted with 
the inmoſt Receſſes of our Souls, our 
Temptations would be more violent, and 
the Victory ſtill rendred more difficult. 
1 know very well, the Reply to this, is, 
F that ſuch Knowledge might, and often 
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has been communicated to Demons, for 


executing the Almighry's Will and Plea- | 
ſure here. This I readily grant: But 


then, as I ſaid before, conſidering all the 
Circumſtances of this Appearance, why 
may it not be more reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
Samuel by divine Appointment divulging 
his own Thoughts, than to have em com- 
municated, and then divulged in ſo ſo- 
lemn a Manner by an infernal Spirit? Or 


what is there in this unbecoming the Ma- 


jeſty of Heaven? The greateſt Objection, 
Madam, to this real Appearance of Sa- 
muel, (at leaſt it has the greateſt Weight 
with me) is, that fince Saul ſays of him- 
ſelf, juſt before he went to Endor, That 
the Lord anſwered him not, neither by 
Dreams, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets ; 
that therefore, it ſhould ſeem inconſiſtent, 
to ſuppoſe the Almighty afterwards con- 


cern'd in giving him an Anſwer from the | 


Dead; eſpecially when 'rwas what he 
_ himſelf had forbid by an expreſs Law— 
This is the Subſtance of all that has been 

objected, either by any of the Antients, 
or by Leo Allatius and other Moderns ; 
you are then, Madam, to weigh in the 
Ballance what has been already offered 


concerning the real Appearance of Ha- 


% 
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mel; what the Judgment of thoſe An- 
tients I quoted; and whether the Rea- 
ſons ſuppoſed to induce them in forming 
ſuch Judgment are of any force: And, as 
to the preſent Objection, I ſhould think 


e it might be ſafely anſwered, in ſaying, 
g i that Jaws wicked Intention of having 
1- & Recourſe ro Necromancy, might induce 
o- the Almighty to interpoſe, and hinder 
)r both him and the Woman executing that, 
a- & which they were then going about to do, 
n, and yer at the ſame Time to give Saul the 
2+ ſtrongeſt Aſſurances (not ſubject to any 


Illuſion) of the ſudden Deſtruction that 
was coming upon him. You obſerve, Ma- 
at dam, by the Hiſtory, 7he great Confuſion 
by the Woman was in at Endor; what a ter- 
's rible Cry or How! there was, when ſhe 
ar, was ſurpriz d at the Appearance of Samuel. 

This Pythoneſs, we may conjecture, had 
not time given her, to put her ſelf in Or- 
der for playing the Magick Tricks ſhe 
intended; or, it may be, the Appearance 
was not only ſudden, and therefore ſuch 
as ſhe might conclude ſhe had no hand 
in, but was in another Manner, than what 
| ſhe was before uſed to; and ſome Com- 
mentators have accordingly obſerv'd, that 
probably Samuel did not aſcend by the 
Rules of Necromancy, but in a Poſture 
quite different. I am therefore inclin'd 
to think, Madam, that Samuel real Ap- 
ä pearance 


( 66 ) 


pearance may be very well admitted, with- 
out ſuppoſing the Almighty to have been 
conſenting to the Breach of any divine 


Law; and that it was by no means in- 


conſiſtent, that God, after having denied 
a wicked Man's Requeſt, in not anſwer- 
ing him by Dreams, &c. ſhould take the 
Opportunity, and uſe Methods more a- 
grecable with his own infinite Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, in denouncing Saul s Doom 
by that very Perſon, who had anointed 
him King, and made it his ſole Buſineſs 
to ſupport him in his Throne; that Per- 
ſon, whoſe Counſel he had rejected, whoſe 
Propheſies he had dreaded, and which 
Propheſies, as a Prelude to his approach- 
ing Miſery, he was to hear declared by 
him from the other World in à more full, 
awful and terrible Manner, than he had 
heard em in this. And thus, Madam, I 
leave the whole with you, and will not 
venture to affirm any thing farther in this 
Matter of Samuel, than in aſſuring you, 
that T pay the ſame Regard. to the Paſ» 
ſuge already quoted out af the Book of 
Eccleſiaſticus, which the antient Fathers 
did. I could eaſily produce ſeveral very 


material Teſtimonies from them; from | 
Clemens Alexandriuus, St. Cyprian, Epi-. 


phanius, St. Ambroſe, beſides that from 
St. Auſtin already mention'd, in Behalf 
of that Book ; and many of them be- 
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liev'd it to be Solomon s, though col- 
lected and digeſted by Jeſus the Son 
of Sirach. Our Church did not ſettle 
che Caron of Scripture, or exclude this 
Book in the Articles drawn up in the 
Reign of King Edward VI. And when 
it was done in peep Elizabeth's Reign, 
the Books then ſtil'd Apocryphal are no 
I otherways diſtinguiſhd than they were 
of old by St. Jerome, viz. the Church doth 
read them for Example of Life and In- 
= /truftion of Manners, but yet doth not * 
= 2 them to eſtabliſb any Doctrine. | 
Doctrine we mult underſtand ſuch, and 
ich only, as relates to any Article of 
our Faith. The Doctrine at preſent, Ma- 
dam, is not of that Sort; nor is our Sal- 
vation in the leaſt concern d, whether we 
reject or admit the Doctrine, which has 
been thus advanc d. 1 
After what has been ſaid then, con- 
cerning this particular Appearance of Sa- 
mucl, T will now beg leave to give you 
my Thoughts concerning Appearances in 
| general : For ſhould you be inclin'd, Ma- 
dam, to think as I do, concerning the 
real Soul of Samuel at Endor, yet we muſt 
* stin think of it, as an Appearance parti- 
eular and extraordinary, ſo order d by the 
Almighty, it may be, for many wiſe and 
good Ends; but by no means infer, that 
therefore the real Soul of Julius Ceſar 
OY -PF 2 was 
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was at Philippi; or that there may not be 
Reſemblances of Perſons alive but abſent, 
as alſo deceas d; and Communications 
that way, as well as by Dreams and Vi- 
ſions, and yet the Souls of ſuch Perſons 
whecher alive or deceas'd, whether good 
or bad, knowing nothing of the Matter, 
and no ways privy to ſuch Commupica- 
tions appointed or permitted by the Al- 
mighty, unleſs he ſees fit to order it o- 
therwiſe. It is in this Senſe and no o- 
ther, that T ſhall treat of the preſent Sub- 

ject; and I am not without Hopes of gi- 
ving you ſome Satisfaction, before T have 
done with it. 
The Doctrine of Subſtances iiritual, 

or what, in Contradiſtinction to Bodies 
corporeal and viſible, we often call imma- 
terial, is a Doctrine, which the better 
and more thinking Part of the Heathen 
World eaſily apprehended, and of which 
they were throughly convinced both by 
Reaſon and Experience a, to the great Re- 
proach of thoſe mungrel Fews, who ſay, 
that here is neither Angel nor Spirit b. The 
Author to the Hebrews ſtiles the Almighty te 
the Father of Spirits e. Such Spirits muſt WM Þ: 
al confeſs sas well as we chat are of another m 
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Mould, that i he who hath made us, and 
not we our ſelves : Some of them were ſo 
unhappy, as to forger it, when through 
their Pride and Envy they /of# their firj? 
Eſtate, and are reſerved in everlaſting 
Chains under Darkneſs unto the Fudgment 
of the great Day a. Theſe are now diſ- 
tinguiſh'id by the Name of Dæmons or 
Devils; whereas thoſe, who retain'd the 
happy Eſtate in which they were firſt 
created, have now in common the Name 


of Angels, tho different Orders, as the 


F Scripture informs us. The one are con- 
tinually roving about in this ſublunary 
World, ſeeking whom they may enſnare. 
and how ro encreaſe their Kingdom of 
3X Darkneſs; rhe other as vigilant in taking 
heed to their Charge, as Miniſtring Spirits 
= /ent forth to miniſter for them who ha 
be Heirs of Salvation b. | 

Now, Madam, by the Appearance of a 
Spzrit, T would in general (or without 
taking the Word Appearance in the ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe) be underſtood, that ſuch FG 
| ſtances ſpiritual and immaterial, good and 
bad, have often been and ſtill mey be 
manifeſted in ſuch a Manner, though nor 
without the Appointment or Permiſſion 


ee, 
* 


0 Jude vi. Z N b Heb. i. 14, 


* : 
4 * 
£ i 
1 » 
+3 
45 4 
18 
- 
! TH 

q 2 Ir, 
_ 
er * 

_ 3% 
" 44% a 

N |} _ - 
I 
1 

7 - 

1 5 

5 4 * . 

1 4 
148 
1423 5 

if 1 5 8 

i "0 
F} 0 

D 

"ot 4 2 
o ! pl ' 
1 ; 5 

9 1 „ br 

8-7 

C 14 39 I x 

r 

n 7 
* N 4 

L Lo ' 1 x 

} " x P „ 

| N 

* 2 
4 \ 
[2 . 
v7 

+ IP 7 

. - 
i 1 
[1 $ * 

i 1 5 

1 4 

11718 
„ 4 

3. 1 Fg) 
2 il 6? 

U 11 $ 

. 

5 ; 

7 — 
& 
„8 . 3 
4 4 
+ tl 
ft } 5 
% 
- 

9 p 

"4 q ; 
- * . 7 

> 
_ 4 5 
— if : 

re ' : , 
„ * 
o 11 
n 

#3 1 

q 1 

1 x ** 
J 94 8 

' 414400 if 

ids 1 

' f 13 

ws þ 5 

12 2 of 
N * 
_ 
.. 131 By s 
—_— 
4 7, 
io aſs 95 
"obs * 3 
103 + JE! ; 
3 192 
*. 13999 f 
ul "mh { | 
* , wry f * 
0 1 c $ 
3: 
11 4 
<t, 77 * 
2 b 7 
as +138 Lt 
.* is + : A 
* 
' My \ 
4 N 
110 1 | 
+ 

0 

BY 4 
14Þ% 2/ g 
1 
U 1 

41s . by 

i 1 

i,f ik 4 

r 

1 ERS + 

nr IF? 
* ; f 

1 1 

1 

. 12 
+ a 7 
; 7 1 

» 
< ; 
> * 


ma. of JEET * 
- — = > — — — — — — — — > 
£ „ rr * 
' 


F 
of the Almighty, as to be eaſily appre- 
hended by one, more, or all of our Sen- 


ſes : But then, as our Senſes Et | 


conſider d ſeveral Ways, fo there are as 
different Ways, wherein ſuch Appearances 


occur. Sometimes the Communication 


is only mental; ſometimes the Repreſen- 


tation is rendred ſtrong to the Imagina- 


tion; at other times, the outward Senſes 


themſelves engaged in ſuch Appearance. 
You eaſily obſerve, Madam, that the Old 
and New Teſtament afford us feveral In- 
ſtances for illuſtrating theſe Diſtinctions. 
Nay farther, we there learn, that there 
may be ſometimes undoubted external 
Proof given of immaterial Subſtances be- 
ing preſent, and yet no Appearance at all. 
Twas ſo, when by the Miniſtry of An- 
gels the Law was given to the People; 
when there was enough to prove their | 
Preſence, but nothing more perceived, 
than 7 hundrings, the Noiſe of the Trumpet 
and the Mountain ſmoaking *®. And ſo it 
Was likewiſe, when, by the ſame Execu- | 
tioners of the Almighty's Will and Pow- | 
er, the Courſe of Nature was alter d, and 
the Sun and Moon ſtood ſtill at the Voice 
of a Man; When Foſhuah ſaid in the Sight 
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of Iſrael, Sun, ſtand thou ftill upon Gi. 


beon, and thou Moon in the Valley of Aja- 
/on ®. But, Madam, as to the Scripture 


Account given of the Miniſtry of Angels, 


IT chuſe rather to reſerve that, to be more 
particularly treated of, when I come to 
conſider St. Peter's Deliverance out of 
Priſon ; which you deſired might be one 


Part of my Letter. Let the Buſineſs hen 


at preſent be, to ſpeak of the Nature of 
ſuch Appearances or Communications from 


the other World, whether internal or ex- 


ternal as the Almighty hath either ap- 
pointed or permitted in Heathen or Chriſ- 

tian Countries; though be pleas'd to ob- 
ſerve at the fame Time, Madam, that 
ſince I don t here reſtrain my Diſcourſe to 
external /ippearances only, there will be 
much leſs for me to ſay, when the parti- 
cular Appearance or Communic*tion to 
Piate's Wife becomes the Subject. Tre- 
member, you have ſometimes told me, 
that you had read over a great many 
Books about Apparitions, and that you 
thought there was juſt Reaſon to reject 


many of them as fabulous: T entirely a- 
greed with you in Opinion; and I far - 


ther added, ( which T ſhall beg leave 


to explain more particularly in ſome of 
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theſe Letters) that twas not improbable, 
but the Degeneracy and Prophaneneſs a- 


mongſt Chriſtians might be one Reaſon, 


Why ſuch Communications by Dreams 


and Viſions. are ſo rarely permitted a- 


mongſt us, as formerly. I ſhall be very Þ 
careful. Madam, in offering any thing to 
you upon the preſent Subject, bur what 1 
think is ſupported with the beſt Authori- 


ty, as well as Reaſon; ſo far as Reaſon 
may have to do in the Matter. The great 
Miſtake, that People are generally led in- 


to, when they read ſuch Books, as you 9 
mention'd, (and you frankly ownd it to 
be your own Caſe) is, they imagine, in 


the Affair of Apparitions and Communica- 
tions from the other World, that the real 


Souls of Perſons deceas'd are concern d, 
and acquainted with the Matter tranſact· q 
ed; whereas we are rather to conclude, - | 


that ſuch Souls departed may be generally 
utter Strangers to what is ſo permitted or 
appointed by the ſupreme Governour ; ; and 
that they continue juſt in the ſame State 
they were, upon their Diſſolution here. 
The Caſe has been often evidently ſo in 
Regard to the Living; and why may we 


not account for it in the ſame Manner, 
as to the Dead? I mean, tis a Truth 


beyond Contradiction, that there have 
been Perſons in all Ages and in all Parts 
of the World, whether Heathen or Chriſ- 


tian, 
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K 
tian, who have either by an external Ap- 
pearance, or Dream or Viſion, been ad- 
viſed, inſtructed, or acquainted by ſome 
Friend or Relation, in whoſe Reſemblance 
they could not be miſtaken; and yet ſuch 
Friend or Relation has not only been at 
a great Diſtance, and in a good State of 
Health, but, as it has afterwards prov'd, 


was perfectly ignorant of the Matter, as 


to ſuch Adviſe or Information given un- 


der ſuch Reſemblance. St. Auſtin, Ma- 
dam, in that curious Treatiſe, which T 
© have twice quoted already gives ſome 


remarkable Inſtances to this Purpoſe; and 
be makes himſelf one of them. I. 
“ has been related, ſays St. Auſtin, that 


ſome dead Folks, whilſt their Bodies 


CC 


have continued above Ground unbu- 
ried, have appear d to Perſons living, 
either in their Sleep or in fome other 
Manner, they being wholly ignorant 
where ſuch Bodies lay, and thar ha- 
ving ſignified where the Places were, 
preſſed them ro give Burial, which had 
been neglected. If ir ſhall be reply'd, 
e thar theſe Things are not true, ſuch 
Reply (ſays the Father) may well be 
term d impudent; becauſe tis not only 
queſtioning the Authority of ſome Au- 


ce 


6 


cc 
ce 


9 


cc 
& 


—_—— 


a De curd pro Mortuis gerenda, 14 0 
thors 


n 
1 o [1 
1 


RS 


« 


1:94 - 
* thors of known Credit, as to what 
te they relate; but tis n the ve- 
e ry Senſes of thoſe, who a 


& The proper Anſwer therefore, or Ac- 


© count to be given of theſe Things is, 
* that we are not to imagine, ſuch dead 
ce Folks are any ways affected, or con- 
© cern'd in the Affair themſelves, becauſe Þ 
© they ſeem to ſpeak, to ſignifie, and 
& make it their Requeſt to Perſons living, 
e in their Sleep or otherways : For many 
4. who are alive often appear to one ano- ll 

4% ther in their Sleep; and yet ſuch, who 
« ſo appear, know nothing of it them- 7 

_ & ſelves, till they have the Account from 

the other; who declare that they ſaw |] 
e them in their Sleep talking or acting ⁶ 
* ſuch and ſuch Things. If then a Per- 
“ ſon can ſee me in his Sleep, acquaint- 
"1 ing him with ſomething that's juſt come | 


o paſs, or, it may be, foretelling 


2 A ct that's yet to happen; when 
2 1 at the ſame time am an utter Stran- 


ber to thoſe Things, and probably ne- 


ver ſo much as came into my Thoughts, 


* whether that Perſon was up or no, 
* when I went to Bed, or whether we 
5 might be awake or aſleep at one and 

© the ſame time or no, when he ſo ſaw 


me: Why is it then to be wonder'd 


eat, that Per ſons deceas d ſhould ſeem 
to 


cm that 
Things of this Nature have befel em: 


( 

to preſent themſelves to the Living in 
their Sleep, and to impart ſome Things 
„ to them, which they afcerwards find to 
be true, and yet the Deceasd may be 
unacquainted with ſuch Things them- 
' ſelves? For my own Part, I believe 
theſe Things are done by Angels, fo 

appointed or permitted by the Almigh- 
ty — But ſuch is humane Frailty; 
when any one has ſeen a Perſon, that's 
« gead, in his Sleep, he is apt to think, 
that the Soul of the Deceas'd then ap- 
pears; and yet, when he ſhall have 
ſeen a living Perſon in the like Man- 
ner, he's throughly ſatisfied, that twas 
neither his Soul nor his Body, but the 
 Reſemblance of the Perſon that he ſaw; 
as if it was not alike poſſible, that there 
may be ſuch Reſemblances of deceas d 
Perſons in our Dreams, and yet the 
Souls of ſuch Perſons knowing nothing 
of it. When I was at Milan, 'twas re- 
lated as a certain Truth, that there 
having been made a Demand of a Debt, 
which had been really paid by one that 
was then dead; but the Son, on whom 
the Demand was made, being ignorant 
of it, and affrighted at the Sight of his 
Father's Bond produced againſt him, 


4 and thereupon thrown into a deep Me- 
lancholy, wondering that his Father, 
« when a dying, and when he Sy 
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« his Wi '/ &h hdald take no Notice of his 
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ether appear d to him in his Sleep, and 


< ler him know where he ſhould find a 
Counter-Security in Relation to that J 
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Debt: This being accordingly found 


« wiſe recover'd the Bond under his Fa- 


„ ther's Hand, which he had careleſly | 
ſuffer'd to lye out againſt him, when 


* 
ce 


he paid the Money. Now, here the 
% Man's Soul is ſuppos'd to take this 
“ Care of his Son, and to have come 
* to him when aſleep, and, by inſtruct- 
ing him in what he was ignorant, freed 
* him from the great Trouble he was in. 
% Likewiſe at the very ſame time, when 
J heard this, being then ſettled at Mi- 
lan, one Enlogius, a Profeſſor of Rheto- 
rick at Carthage, (who was once my 
Pupil in that way, and gave me the 
following Account, after I return'd to 
him into Africa) during the Courſe of 
Lectures which he was reading upon 
Cicero's Books of Rhetoric, happend, 
when he was overlooking a certain 
Lecture againſt the next Day, to meet 


ec 


cc 


=; .- Paſſage, 


Debts : Under this Perplexity, the Fa- | 


and produc'd, he not only cleard him- I 
e ſelf, as to the falſe and ſcandalous De- 
« mand that had been made, but like- 


with a Paſſage that ſeem'd very dark 
© and obſcure. Not being able to under- 
*Y ſtand or to make himſelf Maſter of that 


cc 
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« Paſſage, he went to bed very much diſ- 
« ſatisfied, and could hardly ſleep for 


thinking of it: But that Night, whilſt 
he was ſlumbring, I, it ſeems, ex- 


« plain'd the Difficulty, and made that 
ec intelligible to him, which before was 
© otherwiſe : But yer, it was not I, but 
© Reſemblance of me, who knew no- 
% thing of the Matter, was at a great 


© Diſtance on the other Side of the Sea, 
% and was either doing or dreaming 


“ ſomething elſe at that Time, and had 
«not the leaſt Thought of that which 
ce then ſo much diſturbed Eulagius. The 
* Way or Manner how theſe Things may 
* he done, is what JI am at a Loſs to de- 
ce fine; but let them be done which Way 


| ©, ſoever, what Objection can there be to 
| © our believing, that any one in his Sleep 


e may ſee a Perſon that is dead in the. 
% ſame Way that he ſecs one that is a- 
« live ? Both of them being ignorant and 
*.unconcern'd, as well in Reſpect of the 


N | cc Perſon, AS the. Place and Time, when 


& ſuch Repreſentations are made. Why 
* are we not to believe, that theſe Things 
are done by Angels, thro the Diſpen- 


„ ſation of divine Providence, who uſes 


e both the good and bad for excellent 


e Purpoſes, according to the Depth of 


„his Counſels which are unſearchable 2 
Whether it be for Instruction in ſome, 
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e or Deluſion in others; whether for 
«* Comfort or Terror; every one's Condi- 
ce tion is, either to taſte of his Mercy, or 
« Indignation and Wrath : And when the 
“ Church of God ſings of his Mercy and 
& his Judgment, we are to fuppoſe ſuch 
4 Expreſſion not to be without its proper 
% Force and Energy. In ſhort, let every 
© one judge, as he pleaſe, of this Diſ- 
& courſe of mine: I vill only add, if the 


&« Souls of the Deceasd did intereſt | 


« themſelves in the Affairs of the Li- 


 & ing, and they themſelves converſed, | 


«© when appearing to us in our Sleep, tis 
« certain my own good pious Mother 
(to name no more) would never let a 
Night paſs without making me a Viſit, 
& ſince, when alive, ſhe followed me both 
* at Sea and Land, that ſhe might live 
© with me.” This was the Lady, Ma- 


* 
& 


dam, I remember you once mention'd on 


Account of ſome Affliction that had late- 
ly happen'd to a Relation of yours; and, 
as you was pleas'd to expreſs your ſelf, 
you wiſh'd you might be ſo happy as 
to copy after your dear Monica. She was 
indeed a Woman of. exalted Piety; and 


when ſhe came to die, at the Age but of 


fifty ſix, what a moving Scene was there 
between her and her Son at parting 2? I 
fear, I ſhall incur your Diſpleaſure, if I 


ſhould omit it; we meet with it in the 


tenth 


ſ 


„ 
tenth and eleventh Chapters of his ninth 
Book of Confeſſions; and I will be as 
brief as poſſible in relating it, though it 
may not be altogether Foreign to the pre- 
ſent Subject neither. When the Day 
of Monica s Death drew near, and ſhe 
„ had ſo contriv'd it, that ſhe and her 
“ Son might be alone, the Diſcourſe im- 
% mediately began about the Happineſs 
&« of the other Liſe, ſuch as neither Eye 
&* hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it en- 
ter d into the Heart of Man to conceive.” 
St. Auſtin having for ſome time expatiated 
upon the Subject, and obſerved, how 
poor and mean the Delights of this World 
are, his Mother replies, — © Son, as to 
my ſelf, there is nothing belonging to 
* this Life, wherein I take any Pleaſure : 
What there is now for me to do Here, 
is more than I am able to ſay, there 


” * being now an End of all that I hoped 
0 for in this World: There was one 
. Thing indeed made me defirous_ of 
Fi “ continuing 9 time on this Side 
x 0 % othe Grave, that I might ſee Thee 
6 &< a thorough good Chriſtian before I 
3 * died. This my God has abundantly 


of made good to me, in letting me live to 

re 1 ſee Thee his faithful Servant, and able 

1 „do deſpiſe ſuch terrene Happineſs. as 

T * well as my ſelf.“ St. Auſtin ſays, he 

does not well remember what Reply by 
| made 


| Pp 80 * 
made : to theſe Words of his PTY but 


when ſhe was dying, and her Soul ſeem d 
for ſome little time to have taken its 


Flight, her Senſes were ſoon reſtor'd, and ö 


ſhe ſeeing him and his Brother ſtanding 


by, ſhe told em, That as to her Body, | 


m "they might lay it where they pleaſed, 


© but would not have them trouble them- 
. ſelves about the Manner of her Burial ; 1 
« All that 1 requeſt of you is this, that as | 


x 


| 


&« often as you approach the Altar of the 


« Lord, you will not fail to remember me. a 


St. Auſtin, Madam, was ſoon at the 


Throne of Grace after his Mother's De- 
ceaſe; The Prayer is heavenly, truly be- 
coming ſo great a Prelate; and the pious 
Breathings, which recommended his Mo- 
ther's Soul, exalted and really promoted 
the Good of his own. But this is all I 1 
ſhall ſay of it, unleſs you ſhall hereafter | 
lay your Commands upon me to ſay more. | 


J rather now proceed, in conſidering how 
we are to account for theſe Appearances : 
And for my own part, I cannot ſee any 
better Foundation to build on, than what 


St. Auſtin has laid down. If this be al- 


low'd of, we need not have Recourſe to 


any ſuch extraordinary Method, as might 


1 


7: IM Tantum illud vos bing ut 4d l Domini Altare » memi- 
neritis mei ubi fueritis. | 


2 | pro- 
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4 of it, Marcus Brutus, 


81 ). 
probably be mo Tſe” oF Heiz; Hor, 


need" We ſuppoſe" the real Soul of Fulius 
Citſar to have been kt Philippi, when Hea- 


ven was determin'd to chal tiſe a wretched 


Brutus; did I fay wretched'? Thats too 


mild a Term, ſince you know, Madam, 
he was reniarkably angrateful : When, 
that s the Crime, n 185 need be nam d: 
And yet, micthiiniks Murder, a Sin of ſo 
deep à Dye, ſhould not be paſſed over in 
Silence neither: Take then the Reflection 
made upon it, as it ſtands recorded in 
one of the greateſt Monuments of Learn- 
ing, that has appear d in the preſent Age, 
(and which, tis likely, has à Place in 
your own Cloſet) Dr. Prideaux 3 Cn. 
nettion of the Old and New Teſtament. 
The Murder of Ceſar, ſays he, was a 
<. moſt baſe and yillanou us Act, and was 
the more ſo, in that the 75 Authors 

N ecimus Bru- 
ee rng, Caſſius and Trebonius, and ſome o- 


| © thers of them, were ſuch as Ceſar had 


in the higheſt Manner obliged :' Vet it 
ce was executed under the Notion of an. 
e high Heroic Virtue; in thus freeing, 
ct their Country from one whom they 
called a Tyrant; and there are nor- 
wanting ſuch as are ready even in our 
% Days to applaud the Act: But divine 
64 Juſtice declat d it ſelf otherwiſe in this 
9 ee för it purſued everyone: "of 
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« as true Glory is due only to thoſe who 


benefit, not to thoſe who deſtroy Man- 


“ kind.” I flatter my ſelf, you'll pardon 
this Digreſſion; and I proceed to obſerve, 
that if St. Auſtin s Explication of Appari- 
tions be allow'd of, we eaſily account, as 
Chriſtians, for thoſe Communications from 
the other World in Dreams, that have 
been ſo frequent in all Ages relating to 


KFuturity; to the private or publick good; 


to the rewarding of Virtue and the Pu- 

niſnment of Vice. There is no one thing, 
the whole World has all along been more 
agreed in, than this *. And though the 

Heathen were Strangers to the Angelic 
Diſpenſation, or God's governing the 
World in that Manner, with which we 


are well acquainted; yet theſe Things 
were carefully attended to by them: They 
knew, there muſt be ſome Power ſupe- 


rior to themſelves, who did theſe Things; 
the viſible Effects of ſuch a Power fre- 
quently admoniſh'd them, that twas their 


Duty and Intereſt ro regard it *. © I 


ed 


% - * . * * _ 
* - 


| '® Gentem quidem nullam video neque tam humanam 


atque doctam, neque tim immanem, tamque barbaram, 
gue non ſigniſicari futura, & à quibuſdam intelligi, 
predicique poſſe cenſeat. Cic. de Divin. L. .. 
3 Quid queris, Carneades, cur bac ita fiant, aut qui 
arte perſpics poſſint 2 neſtire me fateor; evenire au- 
tem te ipſum dico videre, ib, 5 8 
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( 84 ) 
„ am of their Opinion, ſays the Roman 
© Orator a, who make two Sorts of Di- 
« ination ; ; the one, done by Art; the 
other, without any Art at all; the firſt 


& 


ſort - are thoſe, who by Obſervation 
* have learnt, how Things were former- 
& ly, and ſo are better able to form their 


OM Conjectures, how Things may fall our 


o 


Lag 


ar preſent : But the other Sort are ſuch, 
% who uſe no Art at all, who either by 
« 4 ſtrong Emotion of Mind, or elſe by 
a free and eaſy Impulſe, without rea- 


a 


9 ſoning upon the Matter, or making a- 1 
ny Obſervation or Conjecture from ex- 


C 


| 8 


ternal Objects, have a real Fore-know- 


come to paſs; and the ſame Thing; 


“ ſays he, often happens to People in 
4 


their Dreams, Q! The many Inſtan- 
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5 ledge of ſeveral Things that are to 


ces that Cicero, Pliny, Plutarch and o- 
thers have given, and ſo well atteſted 
by their own and the Authority of o- 
thers, ' concerning Appearances, whether 
in Dreams or 'otherways, are certainly | 
beſt explain d in the Manner that I 7 
already laid down from St. Auſtin. For, 
when Cicero tells us d, from rhe Writings 
of Dionyſius, of that great Prince C Oyrus, | 
Thar haying. # Kei. in . See the Sun . 


(85 ) 


lying at his Feet, and 7hrice endeavour d, 


but in vain, to lay hold of it; he was 


 afcerwards acquainted by the Magi (a 


wiſe and learned Sort of People that liv d 
in cs oh that by the Dream was ſigni- 
fied, he ſhould reign thirty Years ; which 
ſo came to paſs ; Cyrus living till he was 
ſeventy. Years old, and began his Reign 
at forty ; who ſees not, that the Almigh- 
ty was then governing among the Hea- 
then as well as among the Hebrews, and, 
by his ſubſervient Miniſters, was con- 
cerning himſelf as well in the Dream of 
Cyrus, as in the Interpretation of it? Tis 
obſervable from molt of our antient Hiſ- 


I torians, that when a People had once dif: 
tinguiſh d themſelves in Wickedneſs, and 


their Sins becoming national made them 
ripe for divine Vengeance, and neceſſari- 
ly called for a national Puniſhment, ſuch 


Puniſhment was uſually ſignified by ſome 


previous Communications, from the ſame 


infinite Power that was to inflict it. Han- 


nibal, after he had ruin'd Saguntum, was 
favour'd with a remarkable Viſion, letting 


him ſee before hand, that he was the In- 


ſtrument deſignd by Heaven to check 
the Pride and Luxury of the haughty 
Roman The Account of this Matter is 
given us by Cicero a, who likewiſe quotes 


1 IIb. 1. de Dioin. 
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(WI 
an Author for i it, that had been very care- 
ful in writing a particular Hiſtory of 


Hamnnibal's Affairs; and the Account is 


this: Hannibal, when he had taken Sa- 
« guntum, found himſelf one Night in 
ce his Sleep ſummon'd, as he thought, by 


« Jupiter to attend a Council held by the 


„Gods; where being come, Jupiter com- 


manded him, that he ſhould forthwith 


* 


\ 


* carry the War into Italy; and one of 


K 


the Council being aſſign d him as a 
Guide or Leader in that Affair, and he 
making uſe of him as ſuch, thought he 
had already put his whole Army! in Mo- 
tion; upon which his Leader charg d 
« him not to look behind him; but this 


A o& &ﬆ 


. 
cc 
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* 


not long forbear caſting an Eye back- 
ward: When lo! a Beaſt of a mon- 


* 


> 


% pents, and throwing down Houſes, 
Trees and whatever came in it's Way: 

„ This wonderful Sight induc'd him, as 
“he thought, to ask of the God, what 


“ might be the Meaning of ſuch a 
Monſter; and that God ed him, 
T was to ſignify the Havock and Cala- 
“ miry that would befal Italy; and bad | 


him proceed forthwith, and to take no 
Care about what might happen behind 


1 


© him.” This Dream or Viſion, Ma- 
dam, ſoon e that Reſolution of 


having rais d his Curioſity, be could ö 


e ſtrous Size, fierce, envir 3 with Ser - 


„ ͤ 


(s, 7 R h 
Hannibat's iti paſſing over the As, and 


huis ſurmounting ſo many Difficulties z 
Diffioulties, ſo 'aſtoniſhing; that we aro 
in ome: ſort: of Pain for the Hiſtorians; 
when they relate the Facts But ſo 
ä dex N Rur: n after _ w_ 
on: £ 


nay F - IQ 141 15 40 


we Conqueſt ith Lab dd his Arms 
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'Q, «fromithe: ſame Hiſtorian, att us 
one thing-more- concerning this mighty 


* « 
Fo 


Warrior. annibat ; he, it feems, purſu- 
_ Ingihis Conqueſts ain the farther Part of 
ay, where ſtood! the Temple of Laci- 
nia, and having a ſtrong Fancy to ſee of 
What Metal a Pillar! in that: Temple was 
made, (which he took to be Gold) firſt 


an Experiment by boaring through 


5 it, which convincd him that twas ſolid 


Gold; and being determin d to carry it 


off, he was forewarn d' in a Dream by 
one, that he thought reſembled: the God- 
deſs Juno, charging him to deſiſt; and 
moreover chreatning him, that in Caſe 
he did what he th 
ſhould ſo ordet it, that he ſhould looſe 
__ theiSight: of his other Eye Hunnibal s 
N and pie 


then intended to do, ſne 


diercing Judgment would not 
ry 3 | ſuffer 


— . I IO 
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red of Gold; but that was chiefly ap- 
ply d in relieving Widows and Fatherleſs 
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1 
ſuffer him to; . the Desen 


accordingly he: made an Image off the 
Gold that he had ſcoop'd our, and plat d 


it: upon the Top of the Pillar. Twas ai 


bout ſix Years after the Death of Hanni. 


bal, and near rwo'hundred:before; Chriſty 


that the T emple at Jeruſalem had like td 
have been plunder'd of an immenſe Trea- 


ſure; but the Almighty preventedvit by 
an extraordinary Apparition; which he 
appointed fot that Purpoſe. We have. the 


Fiſtory in the ſecond Book of the Mac- 


cabees, as follows: Seleucus King of Aſia, 
hearing that the Treaſury';in Fernſatem 
was full of infinite Sums of: Money (as 
the Hiſtorian expreſſes it) and not being 
ſatisfied: with the Riches that Aſia other: 
ways afforded him, ſends! his Treaſurer 
Heliodorus to i Jeruſcilems to take Cogni⸗ 
zance of the Matter, and to bring away 


the Money, and put it in his ow Cof. a 


fers. This rais d _ inexpreſſible Conſters 


nation through the whole: City ;:Oniags | 
the High Ptieſt acknowledge to Hela 
rus, that there was ſuch Money laid. up 


in the Temple, amounting in all 'to four 
hundred Falents of Silver, and two hun- 


Children: However, Heliodorus procced>- 
ed to execute the King's Pleaſure iandia 


—_ 3 fop-encring the Tem- 


121; ple; 5 


E W ⁵ 


| _ 
ple; when" the Prieſts proſtrating.them-' 


Y f{tves/ before" the Altar in their Prieſts 
veſtwents, called unte Heaven upon him 


that made 4 Law concerning Things gi- 

ven to be Kept; wllen others ran flocking 

out of cheit Houſts to make à general 

Supplication,” becauſeiche Place was like 
to come into Contempt; when the Wo- 
men girt with Sack-Oloth under their 
Breaſts abeunded in the Streets, and the 
Virgins that were kept in, ran; ſome to 
the Gates; and ſome to the Walls, and o- 
thets looked out: of the Windows, and 
all holding their Hands towards Heaven, 
made Supplication: Now, when Helio- 
dorus had enter d the Temple, and was 
preſent himſelf with his Guard about the 
Treaſury, che Lord of Spirits, or Lord of 
dur Fathers, and the Prince of all Power 
caus da great Apparition; ſo that all that 
preſumed to come in with him, were aſto- 
niſned at the Power of God, and fainted 
and were ſore afraid: For there appeared 
unto them an Horſe with a terrible Rider 
upon him, and adorned with a very fair 
Covering, and he ran fiercely, and ſmote 
at Helibdorus with his Fore- feet; and it 
ſeemed, that he that ſat upon tlie Horſe, 
had compleat Hatneſs of Gold: More- 
over, two other young Men appeared be- 
fore him; notable in Strength;exceltent 

in Beauty, and comelyim Appaie * 
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rear Darkn 


h 
lame Cloathing, appeared and ſtood beſide 
Heliodorus, ſaying, Give Ouias the High 
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and two other young Men yet tis plain- 
ly faid afterwards, that 'che Almighty 


Lord appeared. Theſe Things were fre- 


quent under the Few?/o Diſpenſation; and 
when we come to conſider St. Paul's 
Converſion; the Appearance to Ananias, 
and ſuch other Occurrences in the New 
Teſtament (which I ſhall do, when I treat 
of St. Peter's Deliverance out of Priſon) 
we ſhall find the ſame Things done under 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation likewiſe. I 
cannot diſmiſs this Maccabean Hiſtory, 
without relating another Communication 
made from Heaven to the Fews, which 
was done by the way of Y7/on, about fif- 
teen Years after the external Appearance 
juſt: mention d. Demetrius returning from 


IJ Rome, and ſeizing the Kingdom of Syria, 
diſparches his General Nicauor with 2 


powerful Army againſt the Jets; and 


that he might the eaſier and more effec- 


tually deſtroy that People, he ſoon reſolv d 
to fall upon them on the Sabbath. Day, 
when he concluded they would not fight 
in Honour to the Day; this was ſuggeſt- 
ed to ſome of the Fews, who were com- 
pell d to go with him, and endeavoured 
to diſſuade him from ſo barbarous an Ac- 
tion: But the General thinking he had 
the Ball in his Hand, and growing exceed- 
ing proud and haughty, began to blaf- 
pheme ; and demanded. of thoſe ems, 


t 
"e544 { 


ll 
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if there were a Mighty One in Heaven, 
that had commanded the Sabbath-Day to 


be kept; and when they reply d, There 


was; Nicanor ſaid, I alſo am Mighty: up- 


on Earth, and I command to take Arms, 


and to do-the King's Buſineſs. On the 
other Hand, Judas Maccabeus the ;Fewiſo 


Governour had ever ſure Confidence that 


the Lord would help him: Wherefore, he 


exhorted the People, not to fear the Com- 


ing of the Heathen, againſt them, but to 


remember the Help which in former Times 
they had received from Heaven, and now !' 
to expect the Victory and Aid which 


ſhould come unto them from the Almigh- 
ty: And ſo comforting them out of the 


Law and the Prophets, and withal put- 
ting them in Mind of the Battels that 


they won before, he made them more 
cheerful: And when he had ſtirred up 
their Minds, he gave them their Charge, 
ſnewing them there withal the Falſhood 
of the Heathen, and the Breach of Oaths. 


_ 


Then he acquainred them with the Vun 


thar he had had, vis. That Onias, who 


had been High Prieſt (but was traiterouſ- 
ly murder'd by Andronicus) a virtuous | 
and good Man, reverend in Converfati- | 


on, gentle in Condition, well. ſpoken al- 
ſo, and exerciſed from a Child in all 


Points of Virtue, holding up his Hands, 


prayed for the whole Body of the Fews : | 


This 
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This done, in like Manner there appear'd 


a Man with grey Hairs and exceeding 
glorious, who was of a wonderful and 
excellent Majeſty : Then Onzas anſwer d, 
ſaying, This is a Lover of the Brethren, 


| who prayeth much for rhe People, and 


for the Holy City, to wit, Jeremias the 
Prophet of God: Whereupon Feremzas 
holding forth his right Hand, gave him 


a Sword of Gold, and in giving it ſpake 


thus: Take this holy Sword, a Gift from 
God, with the which thou ſhalt wound 
the Adverſaries. After this, Judas Mac- 
cabeus ſeeing a Multitude of the Enemy 
drawing near, the diverſe Preparations of 

Armour, and the Fierceneſs of the Beaſts, 
ſtretched out his Hands towards Heaven, 
and called upon the Lord. O Lord, 
Thou didſt ſend thine Angel in the time 
of 'Ezekias King of Juda, and didit ſlay 
in the Hoſt of Sennacherib an hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand; wherefore 
now alſo; O Lord of Heaven, ſend a 


good Angel before us, for'a Feat and 


Dread unto them. Then Judas Macca- 
beus and his Company fighting with their 


| Hands, and praying unto God with their 


Hearts, ſlew no leſs than thirty andifive 


thouſand Men: For through the Hppea- 


rance of God they were greatly cheered, 


Sc. Theſe two Books of the Maccabees, 


Madam, which we have in our Bible, are 
054 | often 
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often quoted by St. Cyprian, St. Jerom, 


St. Auſtin and other antient Fathers; The | 


late learned Dr. Prideaux makes great uſe 


of them in that excellent Work of his 
(which I don't doubt but you have read) 
the Connection of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment: The firſt Book of the Maccabees, 

he ſays, is a very accurate and excellent | 
Hiſtory : But the ſecond Book, in his 
Opinion, does by no means equal the Ac- 
curateneſs and Excellency of the firſt; 
be that as it will; he quoted it to ſerve 
the Subject he was upon, and I have done 
the ſame. That Dreams and YLiſions, | 
were very common in the Heathen World, 
as well as amongſt the Fews z we find 
evident from the Accounts given in the 
time of their Captivity : For 'tis not on- | 
ly ſaid of Daniel, That he had Under- | 
ftanding in all Viſions and Dreams ; but 
alſo that the King of Babylon found him 
and his Companions ten times better than 
all the Magicians and Aſirologers that were 
in all his Realm. Had Daniel, Madam, 
lived in the Days of Hannibal, and con- 
vers d with him, as he did with King Ne- 
buchadnegaar, he would have improved 
Hannibals Thoughts upon his Viſions, 
by giving him right Notions of God's 


—— CPRY "I a a. Oo. 2 — IN FI 8 _— X 


dA” a ' — 0 1 — — 


2 * 7 o , 1 ” . 
: 4 &-* * 0 0 : 1 Z * b 0 5 
ob * wi 6? x of 
oy x F 
4 « . 4 8 ö 
a Chab 1. ln 
| = . 1 + 40400 99134, © 
5 5 F 
— 


e. %D e. 


Law ml x 


my 


| e * 
* 4 i X 1 N - 
* { 
| 95 1 
: 's 
; A 3 # 


probability, have been ſo much time ſpent, 
in convincing the one, that the moſt High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth 
it to whomſoever he will *, as there was 
ſpent in convincing the other; for Nebu- 


the Beaſts; till his Hairs were grown like 
Eagles Feathers, and his Nails like Birds 
Claws; and after that, he bleſs d the moſt 
High; confeſſing, that all the Inhabitants 
of the Earth are reputed as nothing; and 
that he doth according to his Will in the 
ARMY of HEAVEN, and among the In- 
habitants of the Earth. Cicero ſays b, 
twas upon Record in their own Annals, 
when the Roman Army was preſs'd hard 
by the Samnites, and P. Decius one of 
the-Tribunes was advis'd not to expoſe 


return'd for Anſwer, ** He had already 
in his Dream ſeen himſelf in the hot- 
< reſt Parr of the Action, bur yet puſh- 
ing the Enemy with great Slaughter, 
and gaining immortal Honour; and 

66 61 | 1 — 32 © i 
7. the Event was anſwerable.” Socrates, 
* Madam, was able to tell his Friend Crito 
N with great Aſſurance, that after three 
48 Days he ſhould die; which accordingly 
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Providence; and there would not, in all 


= chadnezzar was firſt ſent to graze with 


YZ himſelf in the Manner he did, that he 
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fell out-; and be let his Friend farther 


know, that ſuch. Fore-knowledge| Was gi- 
ven him in his Sleep under the Refemb. 


lance of a very beautiful Noman. Socxates 
was then confin d, waiting the Will and 


Pleaſure of his Enemies: Heaven thought 


fit to ſoften his Paſſage, and that the Ter- 
rors of Death ſhould be leſſen d by. ſuch | 
a Reſemblance. Sophocles, whom Cicero 
calls a divine Poet , ſaw that ſacrilegious 
Villain in his Sleep, who had ſtolen one 
of the golden Veſſels out of a Temple; 
Sophocles. for ſome time took no Notice 
of the Dream; till, being frequently ad- 
moniſſi d in that Manner, he went up to 


the Ariopagus, and gave publick Notice 


7 
: 


of the Matter: Upon which, the Ario- 
pagites order d the Perſon to be appre- 


hended, Q who, being interrogated con- 
feſs'd the Crime, and reſtor'd the Veſſel. 


The Roman Orator in the Perſon of his 


Brother Quinctus takes Notice b of two \ 
very remarkable Dreams; ſo well Known, 


and the Relators, Men of ſuch Authori- 
ty, that , he queſtions, b if there 2 be any 
one, that can poſſibly object to the Trutli 
of them. The firſt is, of one Simonidoes, 
who having buried a Stranger that he ſaw 
expos'd and wanted that common Piece 
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| | of Humanity; and he afterwards preparing 
| to go on board a Ship, was forewarn'd by 


one who reſembled the Perſon he had bu- 
ried, that he ſhould give over his. intend- 
ed Voyage, or that otherwiſe he would 
be Ship-wreck'd and looſe his Life: Ac- 
cordingly he turn'd back; and the reſt 
that ſer ſail, all periſh'd at Sea. The o- 
ther, is, of two Arcadian Friends travel- 
ling together, who. when they came to a 
Place called Megara, the one lodg d ar an 


Inn; the other ar a Friend's Houſe; ; the 
3 latter, at the dead. time of the Night, 


thought he ſaw the other in his Sleep en- 
treating him, that he would come to his 
Aſſiſtance ; for the Tnn-Keeper was going 
to murder him: The Dream {truck ſuch 
a Terror, that he forthwith got up; but 
after he had a-while recollected himself, 


and thought there was nothing of Reality 


in what he had ſeen, he laid himſelf down 


again; and falling aſleep, he was ſoon 


importund by the ſame Perſon, that, 
ſince he did not help him when alive, he 
would not fail to ſee Juſtice done, now 
he was dead; and for that Purpoſe, — 
him know, that the Inn Keeper had thrown 
his Body into a Cart, and covered it with 
Dung; but requeſted, that he would be 


early at the Gate, before the Cart was 


gone out of Town; the Dream then made 


ſuch an Impreſſion, that meeting with the 


3 Carrer 


Carter next Morning at the Gate, and 


(98) 


&.+ of 


putting the Queſtion home to him, what 


he might have in his Cart; the Fellow | 
was ſo confounded, that he immediate- 


ly took to his Heels; the Corpſe was 
drag'd out ; and the Inn-Keeper had the 


Puniſhment he deſerv'd. . The Remark } 
that Cicero makes, Madam, is this—— 
M hat can poſſibly haue more of Heaven in 
it, than this Dream? But why need ue 
multiply Inſtances of this Nature (ſays he) 
or look back ſo far for them? Tou and 1 


(Brother) have often talkd of thoſe two 1 


remarkable Dreams, which we have had 
our ſelves ; and the Event prov'd both 
of them to have been of an extraordinary 
Nature. Cicero there gives the Particu- 
lars too long to be inſerted. He readily 
grants, that Dreams are, many of them 
falſe, and perhaps obſcure: But then tis 
no good Objection, he ſays, becauſe ſome 
Dreams are falſe, that therefore none are 
true: And the Remark he makes after- 
wards, is, I think, excellently good, and 
deſerves the particular Notice of ſome | 
Gentlemen , who are ſo apt to make 
themſelves merry with their own 2zle 
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d Dreams and thoſe: of others, when in 
ar Reale hey fuel hemſetves,and are 
nor capable of dreaming otherwiſe. Our 


C- Dream 5 would much oftner prove Zr He, fays 
as Cicero, if we took Care to go to Bed ſober : 


Whereas, when our Stomachs are over- 
charg'd with eating and drinking, whatever 
Things then preſent themſelues, are ſeen in 
a confusd and diſorder d manner *® And 
Cicero there ſhews from Plato, that So- 
crates was of the ſame Opinion, and gives 
us likewiſe a Philoſophical Account of it 
rom the ſame Author; which I ſhall not 
rouble you with at preſent. I rather chuſe 
to obſerve, how Cicero refines upon thoſe 
antient Philoſophers, and treats the Sub- 
ect in hand after ſuch a manner, that few 


ily 1 Chriſtians will be found to have done it 
<A better. When the Soul, fays he, in 
i 


© our Sleep has once withdrawn it ſelf 
« from its troubleſome Companion the 
* Body, it then calls to mind Things 
that are paſt, takes a View of Things 
e preſent, and ſees afar off Things that 
* are to come: For as to the Body, when 
* a Perſon is aſleep, he lies as if he were 
* dead: Whereas, the Soul is then lively 
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2 Que quidem ſomnia mults plura evenirent, ſi ad 
quietem integri iremus: Nunc onuſti cibo & vino per- 
turbata & confuſa cernimus. ib. 
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Learning, who commanded the Fleet at 
Rhodes, coming to you from Dyrrhachium 
(in * laid, that a Waterman belong- 


(wo) 


& after Death, when it has totally got rid 
of the Body: And therefore as the Diſ. cha 
* ſolution draws nearer, its Operations BY Bj. 


are proportionably more divine and BY qe, 
powerful. This is plainly perceiv'd in [WW anc 
< any grievous and deadly Diſeaſe. Such Fla 
* Perſons have commonly Repreſentati- ſoc 
* ons made ro them of thoſe that are x7, 
* dead ; they are then chiefly concern d 
© fora good Name; and are moſt peni. , 
* tent for their Offences. if they have 6.1 
liv'd otherwiſe, than became * em. Bur, | «c. ; 
„ that dying Perſons do divine, or tell. 
of Things to come, is evident from the .. 
Inſtance, given us by Pofidonius, of 
«© one Rhodius, who, when a dying, nam d 
© fix Perſons who were much of the ſame Ca. 
* Age, and declard, which of em would 'Wſur 
* die firſt, ſecond and ſo on.” Tis very |W fin 
plain from Cicero, there were a Sort of il giv 
People in his Time, that gave no Credit | FI: 
to theſe Things; which makes him fay=- | cor 
T may ſeem to tell diſmal Stories and 22 Er. 
Tales: But I have heard you (Brother) WM gir 
tell ſomething upon the preſent Subject, that ¶ coi 
was plain. Matter of Fact, and had nothing thi 
of Hiclion in it; which was, that C. Copo- WF © \ 
nus, a Man eminent for his Prudence and MW «- 


ing | 


6101) 

ing to one of the Rhodian Five-Oar Gal- 
leys had foretold, that Greece within leſs 
than chirty Days would be waſhed in 
Blood ; that Dyrrhachium would be plun- 
der d; Men making their Eſcape by Sea, 
and leaving the Town behind them all in 
Flames; but that the Rhodian Fleet would 
ſoon. have it in their Power to return 
Home : © You.your ſelf could not help 
“ being concern'd at that time, and Mar- 
* cus Yarro and M. Cato, who were then 
*+. preſent, were under a very great Con- 
c ſternation: And truly, a few Days af- 
e ter, Labienus came, one of thoſe that 
“ had been put to Flight at the Battle of 
„ Pharſalia; and all the reſt of the Pro- 

* phecy was fulfill'd in a little time 2. 

Calphurnias Dream, Madam, that firſt 

ſurpriz d you, in reading SHaleſpear, and 
ſince occaſion'd all the Trouble I am now 
giving you, has very good Authority to 
ſupport the Truth of it, as you rightly 
conjectur d when we firſt talk'd of it. Va. 
lerius Maximus, who writ about the be- 
ginning of Tiberius s Reign, gives this Ac- 
count of Calphurnia, which he introduces 
thus: The Night before the Battle at 
Philippi) when the two Armies were 
drawn up ready to engage; Octauius 
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and Antony on the one Hand, and Bru- 
tus and Ca//ius on the other) Artorius, 
who was Octavius's Phyſician, recetv'd Þþ 
a Command in his Dream under the Re. 
preſentation of Minerva, that he ſhould 
adviſe Octavius not to ſtay in his Tent, 
though he was at that time very ill, but 
rather to be tarried out the next Day in. 
to the Field of Battle ; Auguſtus com. 
plyd with the Admonition given him by | 
his Phyſician, being carried out in a Lit- 
ter; and whilſt he was intent upon Vic- | 
tory, more than his Strength would all,] | 
of, Brutus forcd his Camp; and his 
Soldiers entring Octaviuss Tent, puſh'd 
their Swords thro the Bed where they 
„thought he lay: And how can we a- 
ſcribe this Deliverance (ſays Valerius) 
to any thing elſe, but to a divine Provi. 
dence? There Was a late Inſtance, thai 
made Octavius the more inclin d 10 
hearken to Artorius's Dream; and that 


( 102 ) 


was Calphurnia's Dream relating toJu- 
lius Cæſar, who had adopted Octavius. 


Octavius had heard, that Calphurnia | 
had ſeen her Husband, the Night before | 
« he died, in her Sleep, ſtabd in many | 

Places and hing in her Boſom ; upon 


e which, ſbe was very importunate with 
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& him, that he would not go to the Senate- | 


Houſe the next Day; but thinking that 


be foould be reflected on, for minding a | 


« Woman's 


(/103; ) 


e and ſo was murder d a. Suctonius, Ma- 
dam, who livd in Trajans Time, and 


writ the Lives of the twelve Cæſars, rakes 


Notice of ſeveral Prodigies pointing out 
the Death of Julius Cz/ar, and appeals 


to the Authority of an intimate Friend of 


Czſar's concerning ſuch Matters. He ſays 
of Cæſar himſelf, © That the Night be- 
“ fore he was killd, he ſeemd in his 


i Sleep to be ſometimes flying above the 


Clouds; at other times to be ſhaking 
* Hands with Jupiter himſelf : That his 
e Wife Calphurnia thought, ſhe ſaw the 
% Cupola of the Houſe. tumbling, and 
* her Husband ſtab'd in her Lappe; and 
< on a ſudden the Chamber Doors flew 


„ open of their own Accord: But Cæſar 
ſcorn'd to regard theſe Things, and in 


* 


& a ſcoffing Way upbraided Spurina, that 
* the 1des of March were come, but yet 
_ © no Harm: To which he reply'd with a 
© low Voice, that they were come in- 


ce deed, but not paſt. Plutarch, Madam, 
who was cotemporary with duetonius, tells 


us, that Calphurnia was the Daughter of 
 P:iſo (a noble Family in Rome) and that 


_ Czſar upon his Marriage made Piſo Con- 


ſul for the Vear following; upon which, 
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Cato proteſted, exclaim d, and grew very 
noiſy; that it was a Thing not to be en- 
dur'd, that the Government ſhould be ſo 
proſtituted; or that Marriage ſhould have 
uch Influence, that all Promotions in the 
Common Wealth ſhould be made ſubject 
to a Female Adminiſtration. And yet you 
ſee, Madam, what little Power Calphurnia 
had over her Husband, when even his own 
Life was at Stake; notwithſtanding the 
Clamour of that Malecontent; and ſure, 
it had been much better for Ceſar, ſup- 
poſing he did part with the Reins of Go- 
vernment, when he firſt married (as Cato 
objected) not to have taken them who//y 
out of her Hands again, but to have 
made a juſt Compliment of ſome Part of 
it, for his own Advantage, and not ſtub- 
bornly to have decreed her Judgment to 
be ſo much inferior to his own. Beſides, 
ſhe deſervd much better at his Hands, 
| than his former Wife Pompeia. Plutarch, 
| liKewiſe takes Notice of many more Pro- 
digies relating to Cæſars Death, than is 
done by Suetonius, and quotes Strabo as 
to ſome Patticulatez among other Things 
of this Nature mention d by Plutarch, 
tis obſervable, that Ceſar, the N icht 
before, doing Marcus Lepidus the Honour 
of Supping with him, and ſome Diſ- 
courſe happening to ariſe, what Kind f 
| Death was moſt eligible, he immediate 
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ly cry d out before any other, A ſudden 


Death; tho he was buſying himſelf in 


ſigning Letters at the ſame time. Plu- 
tarch lets us know farther, that the Ar- 


guments which Calphurnia uſed, and the 
manner in which ſhe expreſſed herſelf, did 
very much affect Cæſar; eſpecially, when 
he recollected, that he had never before 


obſerv'd her to be ſaperſtitiouſiy inclin'd ; 
whereas ſhe was now impatient and af- 


fected in an extraordinary manner; and 


had it not been for the vile Suggeſtions 
of Decius Brutus Albinus, thoſe Argu- 
ments had undoubtedly prevail'd ; Caz- 
phurnia had ſaved her Husband ; and 
Rome their Dictator. Tis the ſame Au- 


thor, Madam, that gives an Account of 


the Apparition to Brutus. Plutarch in- 
forms us, that Brutus was naturally very 
watchful, and by Exerciſe and Tempe- 
rance had habitually accuſtom'd himſelf 
to ſleep very little; and his Cuſtom was 
to fleep a-while' after Supper, and then 
to devote the reſt of the Night ro his 
weighty Affairs; and after that, if he 
had any time to ſpare, he uſed to ſpend 
it in reading ſome Book or other, till the 
third Watch; which was the time; the 


commanding Officers uſed to come to 


him: Brutus then, at the dead time of 


the Night, when there was a profound 


Silence through the whole Army, being 
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5 ( 106 ) 
full of Thought and projecting with him- 
ſelf, as well about tranſporting the Forces 
out of Aſia, as other important Matters, 

and having but a dim Light in his Tent, 

perceivd ſome Body, as he thought, com- 

ing into his Room: And turning his Eyes 

towards the Door, he ſaw a Perſon of an 

$04 unuſual Size, grim and terrible in his 
= Aſpect, ſtanding near him, but not ſpeak- 
i Hing a Word: Upon which, Brutus taking 
1 Courage, ſaid, Art thou Fleſ and Blood, 
1 or art thou from amongſt the Gods ? What 
= would'ſt thou haue? And wherefore comeſt || 
i 8 thou hit her? The Apparition with a hol- 
low Voice ſaid, Jam thy evil Genius, Bru- 

tus: But thou ſhalt ſee me at Philippi. 

Brutus, without any Concern, reply'd, 

I fee thee, There was accordingly the 

fame Appearance at Philippi, but ir ſaid 
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nothing, and forthwith vaniſhd. Brutus | 
told Caſſius of this Appearance, the firſ# | 
time it happen d: They had been often | 
uſed to diſpute about ſuch Matters; and Ml 
Caſſius, being fond of Epicurus s Notions, 
endeavour d to argue Brutus into a Diſ- 
belief of the Apparition : But Brutus © 
found it true to the laſt. The ſame Hiſto- | 
rian, where he is running the Parallel be- | 


tween Dion and Brutus, ſays : © Bur 
* that which is moſt of all to be won- ; 
der d at in thoſe two Men, is, that a 9 
< rightful ill· natur d Demon vifibly ap- 
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« peard. to Both, and alſo appriz'd both of 
« their Deaths. Tis indeed the common 
« way of talking, among ſuch as deny 
<« theſe Things, that no Man in his right 
t Senſes ever ſaw a Phantom or an Ap- 

ee pearance of any ſort; but that only 


| « Children and filly Women, or elſe Men 


4 who. have an ill Habit of Body and a 
6 diſtemper'd Brain, have ſuch idle inco- 
<« herent Fancies come into their Heads, 
«© ſup perſtitiouſly believing that they are 
6 haunted by ſome evil Spirit: But, if 


Dion and Brutus, who were Philoſo- 


** Phers; grave judicious Men; no ways 
s credulous, or haſtily giving into any 
“ Opinion, were ſo far affected with an 
** Apparttion, as to acquaint their Friends 
* with it, I dont ſee how we can well 
* avoid admitting again the exploded O- 
pinion of the Antients; that wicked, 
* deluding Spirits, envying good Men, 
** oppoſe all that they do ; injecting 
© Fears and raiſing Diſturbances in their 
Breaſts, that they may ſhake and un- 
* dermine their Virtue; leſt by a ſteady 
< and fincere Practice thereof, they ſhould 
© obtain a better Condition after Death 
4 than themſelves. Plutarch, you ſee, 


OG 


Madam, was no Sceptick, as to the orhe 


World; and the old exploded Opinion 


he talks of, is certainly a good Chriſtian 
Dodtrine now : Bur then, you per- 


Ko 


( 108 ) 
ceive, that the Doctrine is not rightly ap- 
ply'd, in Regard to Apparitions. Pliny, the 
younger, that great Mæcenas of his time, 
and as able a Stateſman under the Empe- 
ror Trajan, had this Affair of Apparitions 


very much at Heart; and, when he had 


time to ſpare, would conſult his more ju- 
dicious Friends about it. There's a whole 
Letter of his * to his Friend Sura upon 
this very Subject; which I'll venture to 
tranſlate, as well as I can : But very often 
tis not eaſy to. put Pliny in an Engliſh 
Dreſs. © The. preſent Receſs: (ſays he) 
from Buſineſs gives me the Opportu- 


* nity of learning, and you of informing 


«< me, upon the following Subject: J have 
* a great Deſire to have your Opinion a- 
ee bout Apparitions; whether there really 
* be ſuch Things; whether they have 
e their peculiar Forms or Shapes allotred 


* 


&© them; and whether ſome divine Power 
on 


is concern'd in it; or whether it be all 
a vain Chimæra, and ſuch Repreſenta- 
* tions owing to our Fears only: For my 
“ own part, what chiefly inclines me to 
believe ſuch Things, is that which I 
“ hear happen d to Curtius Rufus. When 
e he was a Perſon low and obſcure in the 


* World, waiting upon the Quæſtor in 
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4 Africa, and one Day towards the Eve- 
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ning ſtalking about and muſing in the 


Piagza, there appear d to him one, in 
the Shape of a Woman, bigger chan 
the Life, and as much exceeding in 
Beauty: He being very much ſhock d 


© ar the Sight, ſhe told him that ſhe was 


an African, come to tell him his For- 
c 


tune; that he would go to Rome, there 
have Honours conferr'd on him * ; and 


7 


after that would return into the fame 


Province, veſted with the higheſt An- 


thority, and there die. Now, all theſe 
Things came to paſs accordingly: Nay, 
moreover, when he arrivd at Carthage, 
and whilſt he was diſembarking, tis 
ſaid, there was the very ſame Appea- 
rance on the Sea-Shore, as he had ſeen 
before. When Sickneſs at length had 


ſeiz d him, and he gueſſing what would 


follow from what was already paſt ; viz. 


the dark and gloomy part of Life, af- 


ter a Scene of Proſperity ; tis certain, 
he did not entertain the leaſt Hopes of 
Recovery himſelf, whilſt not one of 
his Friends could ſee any Reaſon to 
deſpair of it. Another Incident, ra- 


ther more terrible than the former, and 


every whit as aſtoniſhing, Tl give you 


—— 


* 


® Tacitus relates the Story more particularly. 
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« an Account of, juſt as I receiv 


<« ſelf. There was at Athens a large ſpa- 
„„ tjous Houſe ; but it had got an ill 


e Name of being haunted, and no Body 
„ was able to live in it: About Mid- 


* night there was a Noiſe; and, 


if you 


“ was very attentive, you might fancy 


ether, and perceive ſuch ratling 


e the ratling of Chains one againſt ano- 

to hold 

longer, every time it was repeated: 
« Soon after this appear d the Reſemb- 


ce lance of 2 Meagre, 8 ill- favour d old 
„% Man with 4 long Beard, a frightful 


* 


* Head of Hair, his Legs fetter d, and 
ce his Hands chain'd ; and theſe he ſhook 
* and rattled together: This ſo terrified 
* the Domeſticks, that they paſs d their 


Nights in a very ſad, diſmal Manner; 


c 


N 


a 


c 
time, tho' the Hpectre was gon 


want of Sleep threw them into Diſtem- 
pers, and, their Fears encreaſing, often 
ended in Death : For even in the Day- 
E, their ; 


Imagination was as ſtrongly affected, 
as if 'twas really before their Eyes; fo 


oo 


5 


that the Fears of the Spectre, when pre- 


„ ſent, occaſion'd Fears of a longer Con- 


C 


< Houſe was quitted, and left to 


tinuance, whilſt abſent: Upon this, the 


the Hi- 


* deous Monſter to range about in alone: 


ther to purchaſe or to hire it, i 


However a Bill was put up upon the 
* Door, if any one ſhould be inclin'd ei- 


gnorant 
* on 


cc 


((n) 
4 of ſo great an Inconvenience attending 

„ ir. There happen'd ſbon after to come 
„ to Athens a Philoſoper called Atheno- 
dorus, who reading the Bill that was 
put up; and the low Price at which it 
was ſet, raiſing a Suſpicion, and put- 
ting him upon making a farther Enqui- 
* ry, he was ſoon let into the whole Se- 
© eret ; but nevertheleſs, nay rather up- 
c on that very Account he reſolves to rent 


it. Accordingly, when the Evening 
* drew near, he orders his Bed to be 
< made in the firſt Apartment forward, 
© and calls for his Candle, Pen, Ink, and 
paper; and having diſmiſs'd all his Fa- 

© mily ro their ſeveral Apartments back- 
„ wards, at a Diſtance from him, he ſets 

* himſelf ro writing.; his Hand, Eyes 
* and Brain being all employ'd ar once; 
e that ſo his Soul might have no time 
© allow'd it, either for imagining the 
„Things he had heard reported, or for 
* ſuggeſting any idle Fears. The firſt 
t part of the Night, all was huſh and 
quiet, as uſual ; afterwards the Iron 
began to be ſhook, and the Chains to 
* ſtir: Athenodorus neither looks up, nor 
* lays down his Pen, but takes freſh Cou- 
„rage, and reſolves to ſhut his Ears: 
Then the Noiſe began to encreaſe, and 
© ſomething was heard to come forwards, 
as if it was ſometimes at the Door, at 
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other times within-fide: Then At hend. 


dorus looks back, ſees and perceives 
the Apparition to be juſt rhe ſame, as 


it had been deſcrib'd to him: It ſtood 


and becken'd with a Finger; as one 


does in calling another to him: Athe- 
cc 


nodorus on the contrary let him know 
by the Motion of his Hand, that he 


ſhould wait a little; and then falls ro 
writing again: Upon which the Appa- 


rition rattled his Chains about the o- 
ther's Ears, as he was writing: Athe- 
nodorus looks back again, and ſees the 
Apparition beckening as before; upon 
which, immediately he takes up bis 
Candle and follows it. It went on ve- 


ry ſlowly, as if its Chains had been 
burdenſome: After it had turn d aſide 
into a Court-Yard belonging to the 


Houſe, it ſoon vaniſhes, leaving its 
Companion Athenodorus z who being 
thus left alone, gets ſome Graſs and 
Leafes, and lays them in a Heap, to 
mark the Place of their parting. The 
next Day, he goes to the Magiſtrates, 


and adviſes them to give Orders, to 


have the Place ſearch'd : Upon dig- 
ing; Bones are found link d together, 


bare and corroded by the Chains, after 
Time and Mother Earth had corrupted 


the Fleſh : The Bones being laid roge- 
ther, have publick Burial given theni: 
N Se 


| 9% * . ˙ ccc 
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After the Funeral Rires were over, the 


- Houſe was no longer haunted. And 


thoſe who affirm this Matter to be true, 


are Perſons, that I give Credit to. One 
thing more, I am able to aver the 
Fruth of my ſelf; T have a Domeſtick 
called Mark, no illiterate Fellow; who 
has a younger Brother that lies in the 
ſame Bed with him: He one Night 


thought he ſaw a Perſon ſitting up in 


his Bed, clapping a Pair of Sciſſors to 
his Head, and cutting the Hair off from 


the very Crown: When twas Day- 


5 light, he found the Crown of his Head 
ſhavd, and the Hairs lying about up- 
on the Bed. Some little time after that, 
another thing happen d of the like Na- 


ture, which ſerves to eonfirm the for- 


% mer. One of the Boys being aſleep 
* with many more in the Lodging -· room 


belonging to Servants, two Perſons in 
white Tunics ſeem'd to come through 


the Window, and to clip off his Hair, 
as he lay in Bed; and after this, went 
back again the ſame Way they came 
in: When Day appeard, this Boy's 
Head was likewiſe found to be ſhav'd, 

and the Locks of Hair ſcatter'd abour. 
Nothing remarkable follow'd, unleſs, 
it may be, that I was not arraign d at 
* the Bar; as I ſhould haye been, if Do- 
mitian had * d a little longer, under 
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2 whoſe Reign theſe Things happen d: 


(e 


For one Carus having turn d an Infor- 


mer againſt me, the Libel was found in 


Domtian's Desk: From which Event, 


there's room for Conjecture, that, 8 
tis the Cuſtom for Defendants to let 


their Hair grow long, ſo the cutting 


off the Hair from my two Servants 
might ſignify, that the Danger which 
threatned their Maſter would ſoon be 
over. I beg of you then, to exert your 
ſelf, and ſhew the Learning you are 
Maſter of, upon this Occaſion : Tis a 
Subject, that deſerves to be ſeriouſſy 


and thoroughly conſiderd by you: 


Nor yet am I unworthy, to be made 


wiſer by your diffuſive Knowledge. 


Moreover, tho' you can argue, as you 
are uſed to do, on either Side of the 
Queſtion ; yet do it ſtrenuouſly on one 
Side, leaſt you leave me in Suſpenſe ; 
and when the very Reaſon of my con- 
ſulting you was, that there might be 


no more doubting of the Matter. Fare- 
well.“ You ſee, Madam, with what an 

honeſt Simplicity this great Stateſman 

talks of Apparitians. Tho he makes a 
Compliment to Sura for farther Informa- 
tion, yet you may obſerve, he is rather 
inſtructing than enquiring of his Friend 
1: at the ſame time. His own ſound Judg- 
1 5 ment Was ſuffcientiy well Known through 


the 


7 


the whole Sa Empire; nor was there 
a greater Patron of Learning, or any one 
lets a Stranger to it, than himſelf : Bur 
| what makes him ſhine the moſt in the 
Chriſtian World, is, the handſome Apo- : 
logy he makes for the Chriſtians, when 1 
he writes to his great Maſter Trajan : + - mn 
« He lets him know, that the Chriitians | WG 
« were a People, not addicted to any _ _ 
„ fort of Wickedneſs, as far as he was .\ 
able to diſcover; nor was any thing 
done by them contrary to the Roman 
Laws : For, as to Adultery and other 
enormous Crimes of that Nature, they 
were T hings which they utterly ag | „ 
minated only, they caballd, in * 
getting together before Day- break, 0 
ſing their Hymns to a certain God cal- 
© * led Chriſt.” The Chriſtians, Madam, 

| you ſee in the beginning of the ſecond 

| Century extorted much the ſame Confeſ- 
ſion from Pliny, as the great Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith did from Pilate, 
: What evil hath he done? IT find no Fault 
: in this Man. I am here reminded of put - 
, ting an End to this long Letter, and of 
, giving you ſhortly the Trouble of ano- 
1 ther concerning the Dream of Pilate's 
r Wife. But Iam ſenſible, I have not yer 
] acquitted my ſelf of the Promiſe I made 
vou, till I ſay ſomerhing of Apparitions, 
h | wal ee. in the Chriſtian Church. 
E81 12 This 
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Can6 Hows. 
This often, happen'd in the Infancy .of 
Chriſtianity, occaſion d chiefly by Hea- 
then Powers triumphing in the Blood of 
its Profeſſors. A Martyrdom often pro- 


duc'd an Apparition ; and that as often 


work'd the Converſion: of Thouſands. 
When a Saint had firſt bore its Teſtimo- 


ny in the Flames, and after that return'd 


with a Commiſſion from the other World, 
'twas then high time for an Infidel to re- 
nounce his Country Gods, and to look up 


to the Saviour of Mankind. I can aſſure 


you, Madam, twas your Sex made that 


glorious Figure during thoſe hot Perſecu- 


tions; who were often diftinguiſhd from 
Heaven after their cruel Deaths; and were 
made the Inſtruments of conveying neu 


Life to thoſe, who had taken away their 


own. "Twas the great, the 'renown'd Po- 


tamiena, Who was thus honour'd, after 
her Martyrdom, for the Good of Man- 


kind, under the Emperour Severus; who 
was two Years in Great Britain, about 
the Beginning of the third Century, and 
is ſaid to have died here of the Gout at 
Jorg. The Sufferings of Phramiena and 
her Appearance afterwards to Baſilides her 
Exccutioner, has no leſs Authority to ſup- 
port it, than that of Euſebius, who Was 
living about the latter End of the fame 
Century; an Author, which Ihave had 


Gtcaſion to mention to you before: And 
| — 
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it may be ſafely ſaid (as a late Prelate of 


our own expreſſes himſelf) that he is a 


Stranger to Euſebius, that knows him not 


to be as nice and curious in examining 


the Credit of his Authorities, as any the 
moſt critical Aurhors whatſoever. Now, 


Euſebins ſays , the Fact was much talk'd 
of by the Inhabitants, where Potamiena 


liv'd, even in his time: She was in her 
Perſon very beautiful; but yet more diſ- 


_ tinguiſh'd by her Chaſtity, in the many 
Repulſes which her hot Lovers met with; 


and a thouſand Hardſhips ſhe underwenr 


for her Faith in Chriſt : After ſhe had ſuf. 


fer d the moſt exquiſite Torments (fright- 


ful even to relate them) ſhe was ar laſt 
burnt with her Mother Marcella. When 
Potamiena was led to the Place of Execu- 
tion by Baſilides the proper Officer, and 
the Mob teazing and reviling with their 
filthy, obſcene Expreſſions; Baſilides puſſ d 
them off, and ſhew'd a great deal of Pity 


and Humanity to her. Potamrena taking 
kindly the Concern, that Baſalides had 


ſhewn for her, bade him take Courage; 


aſſuring him, that after her Death ſhe 


would petition her Lord and Sæviour in 


his Behalf, and that he ſhould ſhortly be 


rewarded for what he had done for her. 
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Accordingly foon after her Death, Baſs. 


lides being call'd upon, on ſome Account 


or other, to take an Oath, he averr'd that 


*twas by no means lawſul for him to take 
it; for he was a Chriſtian, and as ſuch 


he then declar d himſelf. Thoſe who ſum- 


mond him thought at firſt, that he had 
been in Jeſt ; bur having perſiſted in it, 
he was carried before the Magiſtrate; 
and there acknowledging the Charge of 


being a Chriſtian, he was immediately laid 


in Irons. Some godly Brethren coming 


to him, and enquiring what might occa- 
fon ſuch a ſudden and unexpected Change 


of Mind, he is ſaid to have reply d, That 
Potamiena three Days after her Martyr- 
dom, ſtood by him at Night putting a 
Crown on his Head, and letting him 
know, that ſhe had ſupplicared the Lord 


in his Behalf; that her Requeſt was an- 
 ſwerd, and that i in a little time he would 


be Happy. Baſilides made a glorious Con- 
feſſion of his Faith, and had his Head 
ſeverd from his Body. And this occa- 
ſion'd the Converſion of many more a- 
mong the People at Alexandria, induc'd 
thereto by the Appearance of Potamiena 


in a Viſion to Baſilides. The Viſion that 


Alexander had ſoon after, directing him 
to leave Cappadocia, and to repair to Je- 
ruſalem, in order to be Biſhop of that 
Place, and the Brethren there Kirin alſo 


* 
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a Viſion. to the ſame Purpoſe, is atteſted 


by Euſebius in as ſtrong a Manner, as we 
can deſire any part of Hiſtory to be. 1 


will give it you, as briefly as I can. This 
Alexander had ſignaliz d himſelf very 
much during the rv * and God in 


his good Providence had wonderfully pro- 
| tected him: Twas now reveal'd to him 
in a Viſion at Night, ſays Euſebius a, that 
he ſhould go to Feruſalem, and aſſiſt in 
the Biſhoprick then held by Narciſſus, 
who was a hundred and 8 Years 


old: The Brethren belonging ro the 


| Church: at Feruſalem had not only the 
like Revelation made to them; bur ſome _ 
of. them, who. were the: moſt. obſerving, 


heard a diſtinct Voice, ; ſignifying that 
they ſhould. go without the City, and there 


receive the Biſhop, that God had appoint- 
ed them. This they did with the com- 


mon Approbation of the Biſhops belong 


ing to the neighbouring Churches, and 
having thus receiv'd Alexander, they ob - 


lig d him to continue amongſt chem and 


upon the Death of Nurciſſus, Alexander 


became ſole Biſhop. of Jeruſalem, as he 


a 


was before Coadjutor in the ſame Office. 


But perhaps, the moſt remarkable Appu- 
* chat God 8 —_— the ſe- 
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veral Perſecutions, was that which Gre- 


gory Biſhop of Neo. Cæiʒarea had in the 


third Century, upon his taking on him 
that weighty Office. T ſhall not venture 


to give you the Account it felf, Madam, 


without premifing ſome few Things; as 
well to introduce, as to eſtabliſh the 
Truth of fo great an Event, that hap- 
pen'd in the Primitive Church; Gregory's 
Parents were Heathens; but he having 


ſtudied at Aleranuriu, Athens and other 


Places, came at laſt to Cæſareu, where he 


went through a Courſe of all the polite 


Parts of Learning under his great Maſter 
Origen; with whom he liv'd about five 
Years ; and during that time was'through- 

ly inſtructed in the Principles of the 

Chriſtian Religion *: After this, Gregory's 


whole Life was one continued Scene of 


Monders, which God enabled him to work 
in Confirmation of the Doctrine he pro- 


feſſed; and for that Reaſon, he has been 


diſtinguiſhed all along in the Chriſtian 
Church by the Names of Theodorus and 
| Thaumaturgus. St. Baſil, who liv'd about 


the middle of the next Century, ſpeaks 
_ thus of St. Gregory ®: © When we con- 


* ſider Gregory the Great, and the Words 
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which he ſpake; in whar Claſs ſhall 
* we place him 2 Shall we not rank him 


< with the Apoſtles and Prophets? a 
« Man, who walk'd with the ſame Spirit 


«as they did; who, without deviating, 
trod in the Steps of thoſe Holy Men; 


* and whoſe Life was conformable to the 
“ ſtricteſt Rules of the Goſpel. Gregory 
Biſhop of Nyſſa younger Brother of Sr, 


Baſil, is the Perſon that writes the Life 


of this great Man Gregory Thaumaturgus ; 
and-(as a late eminent Prelate of our own 


has obſerv'd) a che Biſhop of Nyſſa was 
truly qualified for ſuch a 13 becauſe 
he was throughly acquainted with the 
Writings and Actions of St. Gregory. And 
now, Madam, I will venture to give you 
an Account of the Apparition to St. Gre- 
- gory, as tis in his Life, written by the 
Biſhop of Nyſab; I think my elt the 
more obliged to uſe this Caution, becauſe 
we live in an Age, wherein we but ſeldom 
hear of ſuch Things, from any Primitive 
Writers, in our un Language; or if we 


do, too many are apt ignorantly to cry 


out Popery, and then think that's ſuffi- 


cient to confute the Writer; though the 


— related, may re have been 
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ſeveral hundred Vears before Popery was 
in being; and conſequently, ſuch De- 
claimers do unwarily arraigu the very Re- 
ligion which they profeſs. The Account 


then, without any more Ceremony, is 
this: When Gregory Thaumaturgus had 
ſupplicated the Almighty, that he might 


„ have a thorough Knowledge given him 
4. 


of that Religion which he was then go- 


„ing to preach; and one Night being 


* 


. 


very thoughtful about his Paſtoral Of. 


©. fice; what Method he fhould take, in 


delivering ſound Doctrine; as alſo what 


„ the ſeveral Points then controverted 
'C 


* 


concerning the bleſſed Trinity; he had 


* thereupon a Revelation made to him 


* 


* from Heaven: Nor indeed (ſays Biſhop 


Bull) * ought it to appear incredible to any 


one, that a thing of this Nature ſhould 
Happen to a MAN, whoſe whole Life, ar 
all Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, who ment ion 
him (and there are ſcarce any, but do) una- 
nimouſiy agree; was remarkably famous, ds 
' well for Revelations as Miracles done by 
Fim. The Revelation then, made to St. 


Gregory, was:in the manner following : 


© There appear'd to him, when awake, 
one reſembling an old Man; in his 
Habit auguſt and noble ; venerable and 
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graceful in his Perſon, and of a pleaC. 


ing Aſpect; all ſerving to expreſs the 
Dignity and Excellency; of the Man: 
Upon this, St. Gregory being aſtoniſh'd 
roſe from his Bed ; wanting to know, 
who it might be, and upon what Ac- 


count he came: The other, having ficſt 


with a low and ſubmiſſive Voice leſ- 
ſen'd the Surprize, and compos'd, the 
Mind of St. Gregory, told him, that he 
appear d by the Appointment of the Al- 
mighty, on Account of thoſe Matters, 
about which he had been heſitating; 
that ſo the Truth might be manifeſted 
to every pious Believer : This being 
ſaid, St. Gregory took Courage, and 
look'd at him with ſome ſort of Plea- 
ſure, but yet amaz'd at the ſame time: 
After this, the Apparition ſtretching out 
his Hand directly forwards, and as it 
were pointing out to ſomething that 
was on the other Side; and St. Gregory 

turning his Eyes accordingly, perceiv'd 
another Apparition under the Reſemb- 
lance of a Woman ; but ſeemingly ſu- 
periour to any Mortal whatever. St. 


Gregory being again aſtoniſh'd, and look- 


ce 
1 


downwards, was at a loſs how to 
© be ave at ſuch a Sight, not being able 
to behold the Apparition : And, what 


“ was farther very ſurprizing in this Vi. 


<« ſion, though 'twas a uy dark Night, 


dee 
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© there was a Light ſhining round about 
* thoſe who appeard, as if ſome great 


Torch had been burning. Being then 
unable to look on, he gave Attention 
to the Diſcourſe that paſſed between 
the Perſons ſo appearing, concerning 
what he wanted to know ; by which 


means, he was not only truly inſtructed 


in what related to his Faith, but knew 


moreover by Name thoſe who appeared 


to him; they addrefling each other by 
a proper Appellation : For he is ſaid 
to have heard the Perſon, who appear'd 
like a Woman, exhorting the other, un- 
der the Name of John the Evangeliſt, 
to make manifeſt the Myſtery of God- 


lineſs to one, who was yet a Novice 


therein; the other replying, that he 
was ready to perform what was ſo a- 
greeable to the Mother of our Lord; and 


St. John having made a ſuitable Diſ- 


courſe to St. Gregory, drawn into a nar- 
row Compaſs, they both 4:/appear'd. 
St. Gregory immediately committed to 


writing the divine Inſtructions, that 


were given him: By theſe he regulated 
all the Sermons he afterwards preach'd ; 


and what he received from Heaven, he 


bequeathed as a Legacy to Poſterity ; 
agreeable to which, the People of that 


* Place (viz. Neo-Czſarea) are inſtructed 


cc 


to this very Day, and continue Proof 


* againſt 
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& againſt all Heretical Pravity. This lat- 
rer part of the Account, Madam, was one 
thing that weigh very much with Biſhop 
Bull *, The Hiſtory is given us (ſays he) 
by that great Man (meaning the Biſhop of 
Nyſſa) in ſuch a manner, that no Man of 
Judgment can well doubt of it : For, he 
tells us that the People of Neo. Cæſarea 
were inſtructed, to that very Day, in this 


_ Confeſſion of Faith that Gregory Thauma- 


turgus had receiv'd ; and that they conti- 
nued free from all manner. of Hereſy. He 
that has a Mind to be farther ſatisfied a- 
bout this Matter (ſays the Biſhop of Ny/- 
fa) let him hear the Church, where the Bi- 


ſoap of Neo- Cæſarea preach'd, and where 


theſe Things under his own bleſſed Hand- 


writing are ſtill preſerved. You ſee, the 
very Hand-writmmg of Thaumaturgus 15 


appeal d to (ſays Biſhop Bull) and that the 


People of Neo-Czfſarea had religiouſly pre- 


fervd it till the time that the Biſhop of 
Nyſla wrote his Life. This Confeſſion of 
Faith was received in the Church, as de- 


rived from Thaumaturgus, in the time of 


St. Baſil ; and was admitted as ſuch by all 
the Fathers in the fifth General Cauncil. 
Tis related by St. Auſtin in his Epiſtle to 


Paulinus, de Cura pro Mortuis, &c. that 


4 
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Felix one of the Martyrs, when the Ci- 


ty of Nola in Italy was hard preſs d by a 
rude barbarous ſort of People, appeared, 


not to one Perſon only, but to Numbers 


of the Citizens at once, being ſuch of the 


Inhabitants, for whom formerly Fælix had 


a great Reſpect: And St. Auſtin ſays, that 


he had unqueſtionable Authority for what 


he fo relates. The Viſion that Conſtan- 


tine had, tho tis well known and often 


talk d of, yet I cannot paſs it over; con- 


ſidering tis ſo well atteſted by Euſebius, 


who tells us, that he had the Account 
from Conſtantine's own Mouth; Conſtan- 


tine appealing to Heaven for the Truth 
of what he was going to tell; and a lit- 
tle time ſufficiently confirmd it v. The 


Account given by Enſebius, is as follows: 


About three o Clock in the Afternoon, 
“ Conſtantine ſaid, that he ſaw with his 


« own Eyes a Pillar of Light in the Hea- 


3 


vens in the Faſhion of a Croſs, placed 


cover the Sun, whereon was an Inſcrip- 


# tion, (Euſebius does not ſay in what 


. © Language ; but in the Greek, which is 
* the Language Euſebius writes in, the 
« Purport was) IN THIS OVERCOME. 


aA 


“ Conſtantine was much ſtartled, and ſo 
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1 was the whole Army that beheld ir; 
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Conſtantine was in doubt for ſome time, 
« as he told me, what might be the mean- 
e ing of this Appearance; and whilſt he 
was muſing and reaſoning with himſelf 
about it, Night came on; when our 
Lord appeared to him in a Dream with 
the Croſs in his Hand, charging him 
to make a Standard, that ſhould reſem- 
ble what he had ſo ſeen in the Hea- 


N 


cc 
cc 
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a 


* 


© yens, and to have it born before him, 


e when he attack'd his Enemies, as an 


<« Enſign of Victory and Safety. Con- 


« ſtantine getting up early in the Mor- 
«© ning, diſclos'd the whole Affair to his 
Friends; and calling his Goldſmiths 

and Jewellers together, he ſits down a- 
mongęſt them, and deſcribes the Form 


& „* 


c 
0 
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„ of the Thing he would have made, 


Ke 
- Cc 


and gave ſtrict Orders that the Figure 
* ſhould be expreſs d with Gold and preci- 
« ous Stones; and ſuch Standard Euſe- 

bius Tays, he has ſometimes ſeen him- 


« ſelf. The Symbol, Madam, was thus 


as tis deſeribd by Euſebius at 


large; and we often meet with it in the 
| Reverſe of the Roman Coins; the X, and 


the P ſtruck through the former, being 
the two firſt Letters of Chriſt's Name in 
Greek. I do aſſure you, Madam, this 
„„ . ä 


/ 
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Letter wauld ſoon ſwell into a large Vo- 
lume, ſhould IT purſue the Subject, I am 
now upon; bur I ſhall not proceed any 
farrher, unleſs you are pleas d to require 
more of this Nature another time. Give 
me leave to reflect a-while upon what has 
been ſaid already, and then to believe it 
time to take my leave. In the laſt In- 
ſtance but one, tis expreſly ſaid, that 
twas done by the Appointment of the Al- 
mighty : Bur I neither learn from the Bi- 
ſhop of Ny//a the Relator, nor from any 
other Father of the Primitive Church, that 
it was the real Soul of the Virgin Mary, 
or of St. John the Evangeliſt that appear d; 
and therefore am rather inclin'd to ac- 
count for ſuch Appearances, in the man- 
ner St. Auſtin has ſuppos'd, and which, 
you may pleaſe ro remember, I have al- 
ready taken Notice of : And fince we 
are aſſured, there are ſuch Numbers of 
miniſtring Spirits ; why may we not ſup- 
poſe, that God in general may communi- 
cate his Mind to Mankind in that Way, 


when the Methods of his Providenee up- 


on any extraordinary Occaſions ſhall ſo 
require ir, either by Dream, Yon, or 
ſuch external Appearance? J remember St. 


Auſtin in another Place d, Reaſons after 


2 See Page 7 35 Se. x b I. 2. de Tr in. C. 10. 
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this manner; but does it with ſingular. 
Modeſty :- Nor would 1 offer it other- 
wiſe to you. He there ſays, when com- 
menting upon that Paſſage in the Book of 


| Geneſis, of God's talking with Man whom 


he had formed out of che Ground, Thar, 


cc 


af 


«. 


if we are to underſtand 7 literally, it 
ſhould ſeem. to have been done by at. 
ſuming a Humane Shape; Tis true, 
ſays he, this is not expreſſy laid down 


in that Book : But that Circumſtance 
of Speech ; and moreover, Adam's be- 
ing ſaid to have heard the Voice of the 


Lord walking in the cool of the Day, 


and to have anſwer'd, I heard thy Voice 


and hid my ſelf from thy Face becauſe. 


I -was naked, ſecm ro imply. as much: : 
Nor do 1 ſee, ſays St. Auſ't , how theſe 
Expreſſions can be taken in a 4 feral 


Senſe, without admitting a Humane 


Likeneſs. It cannot well be ſaid, that 
there was a Voice only, and nothing 
elſe; becauſe He is ſaid to have walid; 
and if walking, then viſible, in ſuch 


manner as Adam mig ht be ſaid to Hide 


himſelf. St. Auſtin is there conſidering 


a Queſtion put concerning the Trinity; 
and. hits He . all ' Longs by his 
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& Ford; which Wo RD we know, as a 
“ ſure Article of our Faith, to be his on- 
& ly Son. If God the Father ſpake to the 
& firſt Man Adam; walt d in the Garden; 
e and the Sinner h:4 himſelf from his 


Face; why may not He be underſtood 


* to have appear d to Abraham and Mo- 
„ ſes and others, and in what manner he 
e pleas'd, by a Creature changeable and 
e oifible, made ſubject to his Will and 


(c Pleaſure, though He himſelf in his Na- 


* ture be inviſible and uncbangeable ? 1 juſt 
hinted, as you obſerve, at the beginning 
of this Letter , that Angels both good 
and bad do unqueſtionably ſerve the Pur- 
poſes of an all-wiſe and infinite Being ; 
that they do not only communicate by 


Dreams and Viſions, but are enabled to 


cloath themſelves with ſomec_/ZErherial or 
Aerial Subſtance, and to aſſume the Like- 
neſs of Perſons that are departed, and 
gone to their eternal Reſt ; tho the man- 


ner M it be as much above the Reach of 
Man's Underſtanding, as the Union of his 


own Body and Soul is: And TI hope, Ma- 
dam, the Account T have given you from 
the Heathen and Chriſtian World, ſup- 
ported by the beſt Authorities in each, 


may have ſerv'd to make good what 1 


n 
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then advanc d. Bur after all; will nor 


ſome Perfons be apt to tell you, (I know 
they will) that this Lerter may poſſibly 
prove a pretty Amuſement; but that the 
Facts related are all owing to the Depra- 


vation of the Humane Senſes 2 J eaſily 


imagine oe Gentleman who often waits 
on you, and is very adroit in this fort of 
reaſoning, repreſenting to you, that there 
is Abundance of Me/ancholly in ſome Con- 


ſticutions ; Choler very aduſt in others; 


Frenfies ; Fevers 3 and a general Iinbecilli- 


ty, whether natural or accidental, in Hu- 
mane Bodies; and that this is the Reaſon, 
that Men and Women imagine many 


Things that are nor; that beſides, there 
is a great deal of dperſtition rooted in the 
Minds of moſt People, and requires Time 
and Pains to correct it by good Senſe and 


Argument; which orherwife is apt to 


draw us into the Belief of Things that are 
not #rue : However, he tells you, as uſual, 
that one thing is certainly to be laid 
down as rue, viz. that nothing can ap- 


pear to Men, that exceeds or goes be- 


yond the Powers of Nature. Roundly 
affrm'd ! Bur, Madam, when we come to 


talk of Nature ſeriouſly, we are as much 


puzzled about it (with that Gentleman's 


Leave) as we are about the manner of 
good and bad Angels afluming CAtherial 


or Aerial Subſtances. And therefore if 
Ce nal | | | K 2 | he 
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he believes, that there is One, who com- 


mands Nature; and that almoſt every 
thing in Nature is calculated more for 
our Admiration than Comprehenſion ; why 


ſhould ir be any Objection, if he cannot 


comprehend ſuch a way or manner of the 


ſame infinite Being's communicating his 


Will to Mankind? We often act the Phi- 
loſopher in talking of Gravity; and yet 


is a Thing, we ſtill find ſurpaſſes all the 


Powers of meer Nature, and all the Me- 
chaniſm of Matter: No part of Matter 
can be the Cauſe of its own Gravity; no 
more than it can be the Cauſe of the 
Gravity of another Body. Deſ-Cartes, 
who in the laſt Age was reckoned the 
great Maſter of a Mechanical Hypotheſis, 
does not ſuppoſe or admit of any ſpecifi- 


cal Difference in Matter: Nor can any 


one well imagine otherwiſe, but that all 


the Matter of the World is of one Kind, 


as to its Eſſence. Here then our Under- 
ſtandings are manifeſtly at a Loſs about 
Motion; and we then ſhew our ſelves to 


have moſt Reaſon, when we have Recourſe 


to the Author of Nature; acknowledg- 


ing, that this is a Power, which he has 


reſerved in his own Hands; Gravity be- 


ing the main Engine whereby the Uni- 


2 Princip. Philoſ, part 2. S. 22, 3. 
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verſe is managed and ſupported, and is 
principally concern'd in the moſt remark- 
able Phenomena of the natural World: 
Indeed, Madam, there's hardly any thing 
occurs in Nature, but ſerves to remind 
us of our Ignorance of Things here be- 
low, and therefore how little qualified to 
judge of Things above. One Drop of Wa- 
ter only, may convince us, if we pleaſe: 
And (what the Gentleman perhaps may 
be ſtartl'd at) let that Drop of Water be 
well conſider d; the more he uſes his 
Senſe and Reaſon'i in the Matter, the more 
he will find his Underſtanding foil'd ; for 
the Microſcope, the more it enlarges the 
Sight, the greater. Trouble it gives to the 
rational Faculties in accounting for the 
Diſcoveries that are made. The Microſc cope 
indeed tells us, (or rather our capacious 
Souls know it to be true) that there are 
living Creatures in the Water many Mil. 
lions of times ſmaller in Bulk than a /m T/H4 
Viſible Sand. By an eaſy Calculation 'ris 
found, thar there are not leſs than 7wen- 
ry ſeven Millions of ſuch Animals to make 
the Bulk of one ſmall Grain of Sand: But 
then, when we come to reaſon upon this 
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Marter, chat has been ſo. artificially con- 
veyed to us; in what Confuſion are our 


poor Souls, upon the Concluſions chat 


are to be drawn, and the Aſſent that is xo 


be given by us? Each of theſe little Crea: 
zares mult be allow d to have Orgags or 
Inſtruments of ſome, kigg or other fi it to 
produce the Motion wih which they are 


endow'd: Theſe Organs muſt be made up 


of Vcins, Arteries oneſſels, to convey 
Nouriſhment to them, and in Sine ws or 


Strings by which they may ſtir and move: 


It muſt be farcher: granted, that the Wa- 


ter muſt find its Paſſuge by theſe Veſſelg, 


and conſequently the Particles of Water 
muſt be conſiderably ſmaller than - theſe 
Veſſels; and ſince rhe; whole Animal it 


ſelf is bur e viſible, we muſt far- 
ther conclu 


wholly inviſible, and much more, the 


e, that ſuch Veſſels muſt be 


Parts of Water that move in them: And 
upon the whole, we have Reaſon to think, 


that as Microſcopes will never help us ſo 
far; as to diſcover and diſtinguiſh the Par- 
ticles of which Water does confiſt ; fo 
that the Almighty, had he deſign'd us 
for ſuch curious Searches into the Works 
of his Hands, would have given us Senſes 
much more refin'd for that Purpoſe, than 
_ he has been pleas d to allot us. I 


m perſuaded, Madam, this Argument 


will have its due Weight wich you, how- 
7 ane - 
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ever it may fail with others; being well 
aſſured, that your Knowledge extends to 


Things, as well natural as divine; and if 


our Notions of Things material are thus 
manifeſtly ſo very imperfect, and the 


Phenomena in the Terreſtrial World are 
found not to lie level with our own ſcan- 


ty Reaſon, why are Things relating to 
the Celeſtial World to be called in Queſ- 
tion? I will only obſerve that the Lu- 
cians of the preſent Age take much the 
ſame Method as their Maſter did; who, 
in Oppoſition to the moſt renown'd Phi- 
loſophers of his time, could find no better 
Argument againſt Apparitions in general 
than this, viz. I don't believe them Be- 
canſe I only among j# you all did never ſee 
any of them ; and as for the reſt, 'twas 
put off with a 7ſt. Bur a Jef, without 
an Argument, will do no great Miſchief: 
And ſuch Gentlemen ſhould be often re- 
minded of the Inference, which the Ro- 


man Orator draws, where he is arguing 


about Things of this Nature, viz. J am 


| Fully _ apprized, ſays he, that theſe Mat- 


ters may be had in Contempt, and made the 
Subject of Ridicule and Buffoin'ry : But 
then, ſuch Perſons ought to know, that 
the very Reaſon why they att ſo, is, be- 
cauſe they don't believe in any ſuperior Be- 
ing, and conſequently make light of eve- 
ry Thing that is cammunicaied from the 

. ; "4 other 
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IM 2 * I have often wonder 'd> 
how the Saddacees could deny the Being 
of Zrgels and Spirits, (as we read in the 
Goſpel they did) fince Moſes fo often 

makes mention of them, and of . 
pearing to Mankind; ] do therefore 
my own part take the Sadducees to live 
been a complaiſant ſort of Atheiſts, who 
outwardly paid a Regard to ſome Parts of 
the Jewiſh Religion on Account of the 

People, bur no otherwiſe : And this is the 
Reaſon, that Juſtin Martyr, in his Dia- 
logue with Tr 5 ho the Jew, does not 

reckon the Sadducces in the Number of 
the eus, but reputed them as Hereticks, 
not allowing them any Place in the Jeu 
% Church. And Calas, who was a ſort 
of an Epicurean, copy d exactly after the 
Sadducees (as may be ſeen in Origen, who 
there anſwers him) making a Jeſt of An- 
gels and the Reſurr ection; and generally 
of all thoſe Apparitions, which are men- 
tion d both in the Old and New Teſtament. 
The true Reaſon then, Madam, why we are 
at a Loſs in framing any Notion of Spirit, 
is, becauſe our Souls are ſo imme ſed in 

Matter lee But chen, if the nt 
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2 H. ec poſſe contemni, vel etiam , Saule in- 
telligo: Sed id ipſum eſt, Deos non putare: Que ab its 
ft ionificantyr, Contemnere. ic. Lib. 1. de Divan. 
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 culty of framing a Conception of a Thing, 
be any Juſt Argument againſt the Ex:/* 
rence of the Thing it ſelf; we muſt ſoon 
_ queſtion the very Being of our own Souls; 
becauſe their being united with our Bo- 
dies, as T have hinted already, is what 
we can form no Notion of here ; we mult 
moreover queſtion, you ſee, what our Mi- 
croſcope tells us is true in the material 
World, becauſe we cannot comprehend 
it; nay, if this fort of Argument is to be 
allow'd of, there will be nothing bur Si- 
rit, and no ſuch thing as a Boay left in the 
World; for Extenſion of Matter has fo 
many Difficultics attending it, when we 
come to reaſon truly about it, that our 
Definition of Body is lame and imperfect ; 
and when we once talk of finite and infi: 
nite Diviſion, our Heads turn giddy; we 
run into Abſurdities on either Side of the 
Queſtion, and nothing is left us to e 
by ſuch Argument, but the very Being 
that reflects within us. There is then 
great Reaſon to affirm, that ſuch who en- 
rertain a Disbelief of Spirits, berauſe they 
cannot underſtand, what immaterial Beings 
are, do unhappily entertain-a Notion, that 
Jeads to all manner of Irreligion and Pro- 
phaneneſs: For, when we have once ba- 
niſhed the Belief of incorporeal Beings out 
of the World by ſuch ſort of reaſoning ;_ 
what is this, but carrying us on to 3 
. de- 


(138) | 

dethroning of the ſupreme Spirit or Fa- 
ther of all? Let ſuch, then talk of their 
Belief in God; the Humane Saul; Angels 


and Devils; and of. the Holy Scriptures 


too, which declare theſe Things to our 
Faith; yet if they will otherwiſe diſcard 
immaterial Beings, becauſe they cannot 


frame a Notion of them ; | they are. only 
giving the great Creator an empty Name, 


an inſignificant Attribute, and in Reality, 
| believing and ſpeaking they know not 
what. I am pretty ſure, there are many, 
who are not ſufficiently aware of the - 


tal and pernicious Conſequences of this 


Sadducean Principle; who are apt to think, 
they may very ſafely; deny the. Exiſtence 
of Spirits, and yet that the Being of God 
is no ways affected by ſuch a Denyal; 
for God, they argue, might be ait Hout 
ſuch immaterial Subſtances,as He was cer- 
tainly before them: Nay God, ſay they, 


had been God, though he had nat been a 


Creator. Thus the hardy De, to avoid 


the Force of Revelation, finds himſelf ab- 


liged to propagate his Poiſon; but this 
muſt end in real Atheiſm : For thoſe that 
will not bluntly ſay, There is no God; 
when they argue in this manner, do really 


eſtabliſh no other God, than what Epicu- 


rus and his Followers did; and that I 


muſt ever think, amounts to real Athe- 


iſm : But, if St. Paul is to be hearken d 
92 „ to; 


„ . . ᷣ—I— Ho ii. , ¶ a;. , , ]⅛—i¼⅛⁵é§— . wo et. ee 
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to; (and why ſhould the Deiſt refuſe it 9 
the, in uiſibls Things f him from the Creg- 
tion of the Warld are dearly ſeen, being un- 
derſtaod by the Things that are made, euen 
his eternal Power. Ne Godhead, ſo that 
| they are, or (that they may be) without 
Excuſe . When we talk of a Spirit then, 
as (Chriſtians, Madam, we talk of ic in 
wion to ſuch Bodies as we now. car- 
ry about us; in the Senſe, as our Saviour 
directs his Diſciples to underſtand. it, 
when they ſuppoſed they had ſeen a Spirit : 
Handle mie and ſee, for @ SPLRIT hath not 

Fleſb and Bones, as ye ſee me have”. The 
Diſciples were not ignorant, how frequent 
Azzaritious were under the Fewrſh Diſ- 
penſation; nor does our Saviour Zhere give 
_ the leaſt Intimation, that they were not — 
expect the Continuance of them under the 

| Goſpel :: But rather corrects the groſs 
5 Notions, which in 4 Frigbt they N con- 
ceiy d. in that Matter: A Spirit bath not 
Fleſb aud Bones; but yet it may have 
ſuch an ¶Atberial or Aerial Vehicle, as 
may in ** Reſpects ſerve to repreſent 
a Perſon as convincingly to our Senſes, 
as if it had ſuch a real Body, to which 
our Sault arg here united. They nua 1 
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think, Madam, may fairly be coneluded 


from our Saviour 's Words; and nothing 
more is deſired to be granted: For, as to 


the manner, how Spirits may be united 
to ſuch Vehicles, our Notions about that, 
are nothing more intricate, perplext or 


difficult; than 7hoſe are, which the ableſt 


Philoſophers can give us either of their 


own Soul and Body, or of the Body in 


general. The honourable and renown'd 


Mr. Robert Boyle, did unqueſtionably 
know as much, if not more, of the Pow- 
ers of Nature, than any Man whatever: 
And yet his Knowledge was not more 
extenſive, than twas uſeful and ſervicea- 


ble to Religion. With what Piety does he 
reflect, in all his Recherches; adoring that 


infinite Spirit that once moved upon the 


Waters ; confeſſing the Myſtery, how God, 
the moſt ſimple and pure Spirit can act 


upon Matter; and how the Soul and Bo- 
dy work upon and affect each other? This 
learned Gentleman was well known to be 


2 Perſon, by no means credulous in the 
Affair of Apparitzons; and yet a Co- tem- 
porary of his, an eminent Author, Dr. 


Henry More in his Collection of Philoſo- 
phical Writings, aſſures us, that Mr. Boyle, 
whilſt ar Geneva, was thoroughly con- 


vinced of the Truth of that Relation 
which he there had of a Houſe at Maſcon 
in Burgundy haunted in a very terrible 


manner. 


wo SS 8 my or 
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3 Cn] 
manner. Mr. Perreand, whoſe Houſe it 
was, gave Mr. Boyle at Geneva, a Copy 
of his Book, which he was going to print 


concerning the Affair. The learned du 


Moulin, in his Preface to Mr. Perreand's 
Book, ſays, © That this familiar Conver- 
c ſation of the Devil was not in a Cor- 


© ner or in a Deſart (where the Mlan- 


„ choly of Witches is ſuppoſed to make 
© them fancy. they converſe- with him) 


© but in the midſt of a great City, in a 


4 Houſe where there was daily a great 
© Reſort to hear him ſpeak, and where 
«© Men of contrary Religions met toge- 
e ther; whoſe: Proneneſs to caſt a Diſ- 


4 grace upon the diſſenting Parties did 
* 


Q & 


confirming the Truth thereof, both by 


Perreand the Relator, as concerning the 


ſeveral Paſſages in his Book; and yet (to 


uſe the Words of Dr. More) Mr. Boyle 


Das ſo well ſatisfied, that he profeſſes, that 


all his ” omg TIndiſpoſedneſs to believe 


| firange Things was overcome by this ſpe- 
_ cial Conviction. I ſhould not, Madam, 
have given you any modern Inſtance of 


1 of this Nature, had it not been 
introduced by ſo great a Name as that of 


Mr. Boyle ; who ever thought it unrea- 
WES g ſonable 


occaſion the narrow examining and full 


the Magiſtrate and by the Dioceſan of 
the Place. Mr. Boyle had the Oppor- 
tunity, as well of enquiring after Mr. 
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AE 
ſonable to diſclaim any certain Truth, 4 


. caufe our Faculties are found not ſuffi. 
cient to comprehend it. He has given 


ſufficient Demonſtration in his Writings, 
how readily he believed St. Paul, where 
he talks of ſpiritual Boares ® ; and J can- 


not ſee any thing amiſs, if thoſe Words 


of St. Paul were tranſlated, fuch Bodies as 
Spirits or Angels have. Tis certain, we 
ſee through a Glaſs darkly, when we talk 


of thoſe Expreſſions of St. Paul 8 


to the Change of our Bodies: Ve fba 
all be changed; as well fuch, as are aſlrep, 


as ſuch who ſhall be alive at the Coming 
of our Lord; but then St. Paul bids us 
obſerve, that this mighty Change is a Myſ- 
Zery: There will ſtill be our Body; but then 
*twill be a Body in Contradiſtinction to 
what we tranſlate a natural Bedy d: Our 


Bodies will be pare and rein d; and thefe 
are the ſpiritual Bodies, ſays the Apoſtle: 
And our Saviour tells us ©, when ſuch Bo- 
dies ſhall be given, we ſhall ge as ihe An. 


gels which are in Heaven. The Angels 


are repreſented by the Pſalmiſt * as a 


Hlaming Fire ; and yet they are miniſtring 


Spirits roo. They have therefore their re- 
ſpective Vehicles, either Aerial or CA. 


— — n ” * 1 
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 therial-and Igneous; ſo Grotins expreſſes 


himſelf : And fo Dr. Hammond para- 
phraſes in the following Manner: Tho 


e he be able to do all Things by himſelf, 


c 
cc 


to adminiſter the whole World, as he 
* firſt created it, by a Word, by ſaying, 
e and it was done; yet is he pleaſed to 
„% make uſe of the Miniſtry of Angels, 
© who, fome of them in ſubtile Bodies of 
& Air, others of Fire, come down, and 
execute his Commands here upon Earth. 
But I forbear; for J am now entring up- 
on a Subject, that you expect ſhould be 


diſtinctly treated of, in another Place; 


when I come to conſider St. Peter's De- 
liverance out of Prifon by an Angel. I 
ſhould rejoyce to have that Opportunity 


ſoon given me: But you have heard of 
my Afliction; and you have long known 
the Oppreſſor ; who lived when the Royal 
Martyr died; and who yet lives a terri- 
ble Scourge, -in the Hand of God, to me 


and mine: I hear the Rod, and who hath 


appointed it b. God ſanctify the Aſicti. 


on; and grant, that the Inſtrument, when 
his Work ſhall be accompliſhed, may not 


PSI 


* — 


— 


. Q Sunt enim Angelorum alii Aerei, alii Ignei. An- 

gelis Corpora ſed ſubtiliſima non Pythagoræ tantim & 

cb Schola ſenſit, ſed & Judæi veceres, & veteres 
—_ | 

b Micah vi. 9. 


4 


be 


| 
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(144) 
becaſt off, and 8 like an uſeleſs Rod.*, 
I will not trouble you with Particulars, 


.- rather hearken to the Inſtruction, that 


-Elphaz the Temanite gave to Job b., 
Things are ſometimes ſecretly brought to us ; 
in Thou ts from the Viſions of the Night, 

hen + eep Sleep falleth on Men ; | bear 


comes upon us and trembling, which make 


all our Bones to ſhake : Then a Spirit paſſed 
before my Face, the, Hair of my Fleſh ſtood 


up: 27 7 ſtood /till, but I could not diſcern the 


Form thereof; an Image was before mine 
Eyes; there was Silence, and I heard a 
Vice, fay ing, Shall mortal Man be more 
juſt than God ? Shall a Man be more.. oo 
than his Maſter ? Behold, he putteth. 


Truſt in his Servants ; nd His Angels 4 


charged with Polly. Hou much ſs on 


them that duell in ; Hoffer of Clay, uuſe 


Foundation is in the Duſt ?. Neither doth 


Trouble ſpring out of the Ground : Tet * 


is born unto at 4 as the Sparks flue up 
ward: T will ſeek unto Cod, 5 unto God 
will 1 commit my Cauſe. Tis with the 


deepeſt Humility, but with a new ſort of 


Pleaſure that T now read the Viſian of Pa 
tor Hermas ; that Hermas, Madam, who 
in the Opinion o of * | preſent Grzes of 


* 1 
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d Chap. iv. and v. 
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Canterbury *, was one of St. Paul's Ac- 


; ©» © © 


quaintance, taken Notice of by him in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans d, and whoſe 
Bool was not only read publickly in the 
Churches of the Primitive Chriſtians, but, 
as à farther Eyidence of the Reſpect paid 
to, it, his Grace obſerves, that, in ſome of 
the moſt antient MSF. of the Neu Teſta- 
ment, tis joynd together with the other 
Books of the Holy Scriptures: The Vi. 


ſian of this Holy. Man (for fo our learned 


Metropolitan juſtly. calls him) relates, ac- 
cording to the Conjectures of two of our 


greateſt Criticks, Dr. Hammond and Mr. 


Doduell, to thoſe Days of Tryal and 
Tribulation, then at hand, in the Deſtruc- 


tion of Feruſalem, I ſaw a Viſion, 


* Brethren, twenty Days after the former 


«Viſion ; a 9 of the Tribulation 


N 


ie 4 *& 4. 4% 
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2 ® See his Diſcourſe prefixed to the Epiſtles of ths 
Apoſtolical Fathers, Page 11%, . 
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rack © 


ce Church; and would grant Repentance : 
to all his Servants, who had been of. 


WF - 


fended, that his great and honourable 
Name might be 2 rified ; and becauſe 


* 
4 


R & 


might ſhew his Wonders; and chat I 
might honour him and give Thanks un- 
to him. And behold! ſomewhar' like 
« 4 Voice anſwerd me; Doubt not, HER- 
e Mas. Wherefore T began to think; and 


ee ſay within my ſelf; why ſhould . 
doubt, ſeeing I am thus ſettled by the 
« Lok D, and have ſeen ſuch glorious 


cc 


K 


Things? T had gone but a little far- 


ee ther, "rethren, w when, behold, I ſaw a 


c 
o 


LE K 


Duſt riſe up to Heaveh. 1 began to 
„ ſay within "by ſelf; Is there a Droye 

* of Cattle coming, that raiſes ſuch a 
C _—_ ? Tr was bout a Furlong off from 
« me. And behold! T faw the * Duſt riſe 
* inbre and' more, inſomuch that 1 began 
e to ſuſpect that there was ſomewh t ex- 
* traordinary in it. And the Sun 


cc 


N. 


Beaſt, as it were a le; and fiery 


es Locifts came. out of his Mouth. The 


„ 


4 dred' Feet; and he had a Head like a 


„large Earthen Veſſel *- Tbegan to weep, 
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he thought me worthy, ro whom he 


« a little; and behold,” 1 ſaw ph "great 


© height of the Beaſt was. about a hun- 


<< and 


2 PL... 
ce and to pray unto the Lox p, that he 
« would deliver me from ir. Then T 
© called to Mind the Word which I had 
« heard; Doubt not, HER Mas. Where- 
<« fore, Brethren, putting on the Faith of 
% God, and remembring who it was that 
ce had taught me great Things, I deliver'd 
« my ſelf boldly unto the Beaſt. Now 
ee the Beaſt came on in ſuch a manner, as 
« if it could with one Blaſt have devour'd 
« a City. I came near unto it; and the 
o Beaſt extended its whole Bulk upon the 
© Ground; and put forth nothing bur its 
«© Tongue, nor once moved it ſelf, till I 
4 had quite paſſed by it. Now, the Beaſt 
* had upon its Head four Colours, firſt 
&* black, then a red and bloody Colour, 
then a golden, and then a white. After 
that T had paſſed by it, and was gone 
forward about thirty Foot; behold ! 
there met me a certain Virgin well a- 
e dorned, as if ſhe had been juſt come 
< out of her Bride- Chamber, all in white, 
© having on white Shoes, and a Vail 
© down her Face; and covered with ſhin- 
“ ing Hair. Now, I know by my former 
« Yifons that it was the Church; and 
4 «© thereupon grew the more chearful. And 
4 « ſhe ſaluted me, ſaying, Hail O Man! 
- I returned the Salutarion, ſaying, Lazy, 
Hail] ſhe anſwering ſaid unto me, Did 
d « norhing meet you, O Man? I reply'd, 
£01 - . "© 4 there 
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there met me ſuch a Beaſt, as ſeem 'd 


able to devour a whole People: Bur 
e by the Power of God, and chrough, his 
@ ſingular Mercy 1 eſcaped it. Thou 
« gidſt eſcape it well, ſaid ſhe, becauſe 


cc 
(e 


thou didſt caſt thy whole Care upon 
God ; and openeſt thy Heart unto him; 


1 believing that thou couldſt be ſafe by £ 
« no other, than by his great and ho- 
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nourable Name. For this Cauſe the 
Lox D ſent his ANGEL, who is over 


the Beaſts, whoſe Name is HE GRIN, 


and ſtopp'd his Mouth, that he ſhould 
not devour thee. T hou haſt eſcaped 
a great Tryal by means of thy Faith, 


and becauſe thou didſt not doubt OE) 


ſuch a terrible Beaſt. Go therefore, and 


relate to the Elect of God, the great 


Things that he hath done for thee. 
And thou ſhalt ſay unto them, that this 


Beaſt is the Figure of the Tryal that is 
about to come. If therefore ye ſhall 
have prepared your ſelves, ye may eſ-' 


cape it, if your Heart be pure and 


without Spot; and if ye ſhall ſerve 


FL 


out complaint. Caſt all rour Cares up- 


God all the reſt of your Days with-: 
on the Lord, and he will direct them. 


| Believe in God, ye Doubtful, becauſe 


He can do all Things; He can both 


« turn away. his Wrath. from you, and 
* ſend ha Help * u, 5 Woe. to 
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© But the white Colour denotes the Time 


&« of the World which is to come, in which 
the Ele& of God ſhall inhabit : Be- 
cauſe the Elect of God ſhall be pure 


and without Spot unto Life eternal. 


- Tap! - 
the Double-minded, to thoſe who ſhall 
hear theſe Words, and ſhall deſpiſe 


them ; it had been better for them, Gar 
they had not been born. Then I ask d 


4. 
cc 
& anſwerd me, ſaying, Again art thou 
(66 
cc 


her concerning the four Colours, Which 


the Beaſt had upon its Head. Bur ſhe 


curious, in that thou askeſt concerning 


theſe Things. And I ſaid unto Her, 

ſhew me what they are. Hear, ſaid 
ſhe : The 4/ack which thou ſaweſt, de. 
notes the Yorld in which you dwell. 
The fiery and bloody Colour ſignifies, 
that this Age mult be deſtroy'd by Fire 
and Blood: The Golden Part are Ye, 
who have eſcaped out of it : For as 


Gold is try d by the Fire, and is made 


profitable; ſo are ye alſo in like man- 


ner try d, who dwell among the Men off, 


this World. They therefore that ſhall 
endure to the End, and be, proved by 
them, ſhall' be purged. And as Gold 


by this Tryal is cleanſed and looſes its 
* 


Droſs; ſo ſhall ye alſo caſt away all 
Sorrow and Trouble; and be made 
pure for the building of the Tower. 


: Wherefore, do not thou ceaſe to fpeak 
L. 3 ** theſe 


3 
«. theſe Things in the Ears of the Saints. 
4 Here you have the Figure of che great 


« Tribulation that is about to come: 


« Which, if you pleaſe, ſhall be nothing 
© to you. Keep therefore in mind the 
Things which I have ſaid unto. you. 
“ When ſhe had ſpoken thus much, ſhe 
e departed : Bur L ſaw not whether ſhe 
went. But ſuddenly I heard a. Noiſe, 
and I turn d back, being afraid: For T 
thought chat the Beaſt was coming to- 
ward me. His Grace, where he is tak- 
ing Notice of ſome Critics. objecting to 
this Work of Paſtor Hermas a, mentions 
Zwo Writers of our own N ation, but ſuch 
(fays he) as will ſerve inſtead of many to 
all judicious Perſons ; who have ar large 
juſtified 27 againſt the Chief of thoſe Ex- 
ceptions that have been taken at it; the 

one, the moſt excellent Biſhop Pearſon , 5 

in his Vindication of St. Ignatius ; the 
other, the learned Dr. Bull ©, in his De- 
fence of the Nicene Faith, in the Point of 
our bleſſed Saviour's Divinity ; and which 
he largely ſhews our preſent Author (Her- 
mas) to have been far from doing any 
Prejudice unto : And his Grace, after 
wee the R w gest ee 


_ 


4 


* 
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2 page 123. "I Vind; put, Part, I. c. 4 
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and ſingular Modeſty, ſpeaks in particu- 
lar as to theſe Viſions: Thar tho ſuch 
« Viſions as we there read of, being no 


may warrantably be deſpiſed in the Pre- 


cannot doubr, but thar at the time 
when this Book was written, the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
were very frequent ; and we need nor 


223823 2 3 


* to holy Men for the Benefit of the 
%“ Church *. In another of Hermas's Vi- 
ſions b, relating to two Sorts of voluptu- 
ous Men, &c. thus: © An Angel (which 


% FHermas ſays, was the ſame he had been 


& wont to converſe with) ſaith unto him; 
“ ſeeſt thou this Shepherd? I anſwer'd, 
J ſee him. He ſaid unto me; This is 
e the Meſſenger (or Angel) of Delight 
* and Pleaſure. He therefore corrupts 
© the Minds of the Servants of God, and 
© turns them from the Truth, delighting 
© them with many Pleaſures, and they 
< periſh : For they forget the Commands 
of the living God, and live in Luxury 
© and in vain Satis factions; and are cor- 
* rupted by this evi Angel, ſome of them 


2 Ib. Page 124. b His ſixth Similitude. 
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tenders of the preſent Days ; yer we 


queſtion but that ſuch Revelations too 
e among the reſt, were communicated 
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unto; Death; and others even to a fal- 
ling off from the Truth——— Again, 
1 ſaid, Who is this cruel and implaca- 
ble Shepherd, who is moved with no 
Compaſſion towards theſe Sheep? He 
anſwer d, This Shepherd * is indeed 
the Meſſenger of the Righteous ; but is 


ſer over them for their Puniſhment. To 


him therefore are deliverd thoſe who 
have erred from God, and follow'd the 


Deſires and Pleaſures of this World, 
and ſerved them. For this Cauſe He 


puniſhes them every one according to 


their Deſerts, with cruel and various 


kind of Pains. Then I faid, I would 
know, what kind of Pains they are, 
which every ane undergoes : Hearken, 


ſaid he; The ſeveral Pains: and Tor- 


ments are thoſe which Men every Day 


undergo in their preſent Lives. For 


ſome ſuffer Loſſes ; others Poverty; 
others divers Sicłneſſes. Some are un- 
conſtant; others ſuffer Injuries from 
thoſe that are unworthy ; others fall un- 
der many other Tryals and  Inconve- 
niencies. Many with an unſettled De- 
ſign aim at many Things, and it pro: 
fireth them not; and they fay, that 


— 


8 c 


* Vid. Origen, in Bf. 35. Hom, 1 


* 


EN * 
; : * : 7 * f 1 1 8 ce - hi c | 
= they 


(153) 


64. 1 * not Succeſs in their Under: 


e takings. Theſe Things call to their 


0 Mind what they have done amiſs, and 
„ they. complain of the Lo x D. When 
« therefore they ſhall have undergone all 
& Kind of Vexation and Inconveniency ; 


* - then they are deliver d over to me for 
ood Inſtruction; and are confirm'd in 


the Faith of the Lo x D, and ſerve the 
60 « Lox D all the reſt of their Life with 
* a pure Mind.. And. when they begin 
* to repent of their Sins, then they call 
«* to Mind their Works which they have 
© done amiſs, and give Honour to God, 
„ ſaying, That He is a juſt Judge, and 
_ © that they have 3 ſuffer d all 
Things according to their Deeds. And 
e for what remains of their Lives ; they 
&« ſerve God with a pure Mind, and have 
6e Succeſs in all their Undertakings, and 
e receive from the Lox D whatever they 
& deſire. And then they give Thanks 


e unto the Lok D that they were de- 


* liverd unto me; nor do the 55 ſuffer a- 
60 ny more Cruelty y. The Tranſlation, 
Madam, that J have here given you of 
the Shepherd Hermas, is that great Pre- 
lates already mention d; who has in ſo 


excellent a Manner -ecommended the E- 


piſtles of the Apoſtolical Fathers in our 


own Language, for the revyiuving primitive 


Piety among us; for Religion, his _ 
| We 
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Prophetic Maſs, 


Nou — to fan 4 The in our 
. 
| Reauy to 2 to th American Strand. 


His Grace in the Preliminary Diſcourſe to 
thoſe Epiſtles of the Apoſtolical Fathers, 
Bas thowght fit to oblige the World with 
rhoſe two Epiſtles, which J have already 
taken Norice of *, being an Intercourſe 

berween our Yaviour Chriſt and Abgarus 
Prince of Edeſ/a. His Grace refers to the 
Paſſage in Dr. Caves Hiſtoria Literaria 
concerning it, which I have given you at 
large in Enzuſh b. I would now farther 
obſerve to you, from his Grace's Account 
of the Matter, that the Church of Rome 

are not agreed about the Genumeſs of 
thoſe Epiſtles; no more than the Prote- 
ftants; and that therefore the Concern 1 
have ſhewn for ſecuring therr Authoriry, 
can have no B:zſs but what is honeſt. Vet 
ſill, all that J have or ſhall offer, is done 
with the greateſt Deference to his Grace's 
Judgment. Tis with Pleaſure I find him 
concludiny about theſe Epiſtles, thus: 


__—_— 


* See Page 9: wh 
b See above age 56, 57, Ge 5 


Since 


„„ 
« Since both Euſthius and St. Ephrem 
cc have ſpoken with ſuch Confidence of 
“ this Story, whoſe: Authority ought 
© not to be lightly eſteemed; I ſhall 


4 chuſe rather with the middle fort, to 


e leave. it to every one to judge as he 
* pleaſes, than determine any thing in 
* this Caſe. As to a Circumſtance taken 
Notice of by Evagrius, and produced by 
his Grace, relating to thoſe Epiſtles; T 

have wholly omitted it: Nor can I think 
the Genuineſs of thoſe Epiſtles at all af- 
feed by it; ſince neither Euſebius, who 


tranſlated theſe Epiſties out of the Syriac ; 


nor Ephræm a Deacon of Eaeſſa, knew 


any thing of ſuch Circumſtance. — And 


yet in other Matters relating to theſe E- 


piſtles, Euſebius is very particular; for 
the very Courier is namd, by which our 
Saviour ſent his Anſwer; and ſo is the 
Perſon, with whom Thaddeus lodged af- 


ter he came to Edeſſa. I mult therefore 
think, in this Matter, (with all due Sub- 
miſſion) that the famous Dau Pin ſets out 
very odly, when he attacks Euſebius, and 


charges him ſo ſmartly in the very begin- 


r 


ning of his Nouvelle Bibliotheque *, as if 


ä 


— 


2 1 Apparence, qu Euſebe à afoute- Foy trop lege- 
rement aux Memoires, qu on lui avoit donnez, & il eſt 


tres probable, que ces Lettres ſont ſuppoſes, & que tous 


* 


cette Hiſtoire eſt faite a plaiſir. 
3 bL : , je 


he Was'a Man too credulous; and wanted 


Judgment in the compiling of his Hiſto- 


ry; whereas, in the Opinion of Biſhop 


Pearſon and Dr. Cave, the very Reverſe 


is Euſebius s juſt Character; the latter 


ſays, That the great Fidelity and Aut hori- 
ty F Euſebius weighs exceedingly with 
him ; that Euſebius was not a Man to be 


eaſily impoſed on himſelf; nor is there any 


| Reaſon to be aſſigned, why he ſhould. have 


a Mind to put a Cheat upon others: And 


the former, who is quoted by the Doctor, 
ſays, For my own part I maintain and in- 
fot upon it, that Euſebius took ſo much 
Care and Pains, and had ſo ſolid a Fudg- 
ment in examining thoſe aniient Writings 


relating to Chriſtianity, which he ſuppoſed 


might contain ſeveral Things handed down 
by Tradition from the Apeſiles, that after 


this, there can be no room left for any one 
to doubt, either of his own Fidehiiy, or of 


thoſe Writings which he himſelf eſteemed 
as Genuine, And what fays the late Bi- 


ſhop of Oxford b, where he is treating of 
the ſame Subject? He is a Stranger to 


Euſebius, that knows him not to be as nice 
and curious in examining the Credit of his 


8 


2 See above Page 57. 


tian Religion, Page 227. 
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Authorities, as any the moſt critical Au 
thors what ſoever 5 and for this Reaſon he 
has rejected many excellent Paſſages, that 
might. have been very ſerviceable to his 
Canſe, meerly becauſe of their doubtful An- 
tiquity, allowmg nothing as authentick that © 
he cannot vouch by the Teſtimony of antient 
and contemporary Writers. And methinks, 
Du Pin, when he was going to write a 
Hiſtory himſelf,” ſhould have been very 
tender in reflecting upon ſo great a Man 
as Euſebius; an Author, that he knew 
muſt be often made uſe of, and much de- 
pended on; eſpecially, when, by Parity 
of Argument, ſeveral Facts related by Dau 
Pin from Euſelius are liable to the fame 
Exception which he makes to the Hiſto- 
ry of Abparus, namely, becauſe there are 
ſome Things, which, it may be, are not ſo 
eaſily. adjuſted or to be accounted for: And 
yet after all, what are theſe Arguments, 
that Du Pin forms againſt this part of 
Euſebins's Hiſtory 2 The firſt Objection 
is; wehe can imagine (ſays du Pin) that 
the Ring of Edeſſa, upon a bare Relation 
given: hem f the Miracles done by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Mould ſpeak of him in ſuch a man- 
ner, as if he was perſuaded , his Divi- 
nity. and inſtructed in his Religion 2 With 
Submiſſion, I think that great Man has 
not rightly tranſlated Euſebius: Aiant oui 
parler, (lui dit- il) des Miracles que vous 
2212 N faites, 


5 ( 158 ) | 
faites, je furs perſuade, que vous eftes Dieu, 
4 22 & Dieu. f Original, thus; 

S Tammy rin ax vel o, Ng Nd 

dbehn- 70 ng Twy du, & c. Having heard 

all theſe Things of thee, I thus reaſoned 

_ with 'my ſelf theſe two Ws, etther that 

thou art God, and coming down from Hea- 

ven doſt theſe Things, or elſe that thou 
doeft them as being the Son of God. And 


k * 


was not this arguing or reaſoning upon 
the Matter highly becoming a wife Man, 
upon the Relation he had received? Or 
is there any thing eaſier to imagine, (tho 
qui peut S imaginer, ſays Du Pin) than 
that the King of Eaeſſa ſhould have writ 
in the manner he did? And as to the bare 
or common Account (fur le ſimple Recit) 
on which Da Pin ſuppoſes the King of 
Edefſa to have grounded his Perſuaſion of 
_ theſe Things; the Prelate, I laſt men- 
tion d, obſerves , that King Abgarus 
might probably receive his Information 
from no leſs a Hand than the Eunuch of 
Ethiopia; and he farther takes Notice, 
that at the Paſſover at Feruſalem, where 
Proſelytes of all Nations were uſed to aſ- 
ſemble, ſome might as well repair from 
 #deſſa and the Parts about it, as the Ea. 
nuch did from Ethiopia. Bur Du Pin far- 


* 


— 


2 In Pref. P. 29: 


ther 


ther objects, as inconſiſtent with the Ge: 


nuineſs of the King, of Ede 


POL itn ; BSA Ea 4s Letter, 
chat be ſhould all on a ſudden offer one 


half of his Kingdom to a Man that he did 
not..know *. But what is it realy, that 
ys King of Eadeſſæ offers to our Saviour? 


us with nothing more than this, vis. That 
Algarus having heard, that the Jews had 
2 Mind to do our bleſſed Saviour ſome 


Miſchief, he offers him an Ahle: ot what 
our Saviour had complained he could not 
d amongſt che Fews, 4 Place where to 


ſays King Algarus) but neat and delight- 


ul enough ; and ſufficient to ſer ue loth of 


Q. 


4 vo if this be all, where is the Force 


Du Pins Objection 2 But, put the 


Caſe, chat Abgarus had-made'mu ehgreat- 


% 


er Offers; this ſtill had been very con- 


fiſtenr. wich the Notion, which he is ſup- 


poſed to have entertained of our Saviour, 


and as agreeable with the Prophecies con- 


| cerning him. | Ds Pzn, as another Ob- 


Hirds, are 1c le found in the Scriptures, 


which are referred in in gur Saviour Ler- 


ter, where tis ſaid, Tis written of me, 


—ͤ— 


1 


Nui croira, qu un Noi offve tout d'un coup Ia Moitid 
8 8 S \ * 5 * 
de. ſon Roiaume a un Homme qu'il ne connoit pas? 


&c. 


99 
Taq + 
N 
* 

1 
A 

14. 
1 
1 

* * * 
. 

? Wii. 
n 
1 

1 

1 
* 
4 
a 
* 
St +: 
\ Wha 
"8 
Wet. 
uity 
12 
1 
1 
15 's. 
Mt i; 
ci 
it-- 
1 
wh 
9 
0800: 
i | 
e 
wy 
1 

1 

1 
wil 

. me 
3 
Nt FT 

1 

| f 

ny 

WY l 
{ 4 
my | © 
N. 
BY. > 
SH 
in 
MP 
Ll 
I 
1 
. 
14 
100 
os 
a0 
MH! 
ith 
Mt 
95. 
II. 
any 
3 t 
14 

WW 

8 | 
I": 
1 
1 
Ni 
RY 
4 
111 
Will - 
ma 
1 
* 
I : 
1 1 
i 
ji 

1 
1 12 
1 1 
1 . 
. 
15 
1 
108 
114405 
1 17 
[ . 
1 
$i 
* 
Sil fs 
189} 
1 
| ji 
ll 
vl! 
Ly 
146 
vl! 
161 
go +» 
1 
19 
1935 
D 
1 
ei 
In 
1:9 
1405 
148 
13 
; 7 
1169. 
1115 

> 
o 
i 


. I. 
—— 


. IE Ts FO * * 
ST er 2 = 
, o x . — — =T 
F EE LET TD EN int eee I — need £2 ee oe Rh 


_- Ca) 
Kc. And in order to make the C jedi 


on ag he thinks) unanſwerable; he ſays, 
tis viſible, the Words in the Letter alldde | 


to the Saying of Chriſt to St. Thumas at- 
ter his Reſurrection, Bleſſed are 750% who 


have not ſeen, and yet have believed - So 
that we muſt firſt believe, (which'is pret- 


ty hard to do) that there m ig be an Im- 
poſtor ſo very wedk and /illy, as to ima- 
gine, that ſuch Letter Roald: paſs cur- 


rent, though he was fenſible, that all the 


World knew as well as himſelf, that ſome 


Words contain d in it, were not ſpoken 


till after the Death of the Perſon that writ 
the Letter; or elſe this Obj jection of Du 
Pin s can have no Weight : But then, be- 


ſides, I don't ſee; that tis fo very plain, 


as Du Pin would- have it, ( e Voit on 
pas? &c. ) that there is any ſuch Alluſion 
in the Letter. Dr. Cave, Valeſrus and 0 
thers have rhoughit in a quite different 


manner from Du Pm as to this particu- 


lar b. And the late Biſhop of . rd ob 
ſerves farther on this Head e, Wh 


c Objected to, in our Saviour s Letter, as 


— "ket" out "of Ki Pann 8 TT when ; 


104. 44 e 1 . 


2 


a 


See above er my Ls 
See above Page 60. 
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| where he 5 
ſays, © That as te the Paſſage which is 


( FO * 


c che Goſp el it ſelf was not yet written 3 


tis to be conſider d, that the Paſſage . 
- Eq of a quire different Senſe from our 


7 en, Words in St. Fobn, to Tho. 


40 mas : For there, ſeeing and believing 
ce are not oppoſed, as in the former 

* Words to Algarus; but believing upon 
© that rational Evidence which our Sa- 


* yiour had given the World of his di- 


- vine Commiſſion, without that Certain- 


- ty of Sight that Thomas had, is pre- 
« ferr'd as more ingenuous and commend- 


* able : But then, tis evident from the 


"= Words themſelves, that our Saviour 
* quotes them not as an hiſtorical Re- 
cord, but as a Prophetic Prediction, 


« and therefore uſes the ſame ſort of 
«x 12 of that he does in the Evangeliſts, 


< as often as he applies the Propheſies 


of the Old Teſtament to himſelf, Ir is 
« written of men, i. e. it is foretold. Da 


Pin has another Objection, which relates 


to the Hiſtory of 4 (taken out of 
| _ ſame Archives, as were the Epiſtles, 
oy 220 Euſebius;) and * tis this ; Algarus tells 
hadeus b, 1.55 his Faith in Chriſt had 
been ſuch, that he w reſolved by Force of 


Arme ro _ eut in * the Ns) who 
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crucified Him, if the Roman Power had 
not overawed and. prevented him. This 
Du Pin repreſents as Romantic, and as a 
Project too vain and extravagant to be. 
mention'd by the King of Edeſſa, in Re- 
gard to ſo powerful a Nation as was that 
of the Fews. (Contre une. Nation anf 
puiſſante, qu ẽtoit celle des Juifs.) Du Pin, 
when he form'd his Objection, might poſe 
fibly repreſent the Zew:/5 Nation to him- 
ſelf, to be the ſame powerful warlike ſort. 
of People, as they. were in the time of. 
the Maccabees ; when Rome it ſelf ſlild. 
them their Friends and Confederates :; but 
tis certain, the Jews were at this time, 
when the King of E424 took ſuch a Re- 
ſolution, the moſt abject contemptible Peo- 
ple in the World; they were remarkably. 
ſo, a few Years before the Birth of our. 
Saviour; when, upon Herad's. taking a 
Journey to Nome, his Lieutenants and the 
whole Poſſe of his Kingdom found ſome 
Difficulty in repulſing even a Company 
of the Trachonite Banditi, who ſadly. ra- 
vag d all his Territories; and when upon 


* 
5 
FR 


his Return he purſued ſuch: Banditi, and 
deſtroy'd moſt of them, and the Fortreſs 
they had retir'd to; he did for that, Ag- 


— = — nos — — 
> — 
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21 Mac. XV. 17. 
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— 
tion looſe the Favour of Auguſtus for ſome 


time, | becauſe ; done withour his Leave or 


Direction. The | Zewfſp Kingdom was 
ſoon after cantond, and made Roman 


Provinces ; and therefore the Roman Pow- 


er did unqueſtionably averawe the King 
of Kdeſſa as well as other neighbouring 


Prinees; as to forming any Deſigns againſt 
the Inhabitants of ſuch Provimeces, Ju- 


daa, Idumæa and Samaria was turn d in- 


our Saviour was born; when Coponins was 
made the firſt Procurator ; when the Fes 


by no. means lik'd the heavy Taxes laid 
on them by their new Governours; but 
the wooden Shoes were fo faſt on, that 
they could not help themſelves; and they 


were a Prey to any Nation, if the R. 
Mans had a Mind to have it ſo. Tis well 


known, that the Jews were not then able 
to preſerve to themſelves long any Place 


of Honour or Profit. One of Coponius s 


Succeſlor's, Valerius Gratus (and who was 


| ſucceeded by Pontius Pilate) made no 

Seruple of turning out the High Prieſt 
himſelf, and putting in his room whom 
he pleas d; and after much Blood fpilc 


_ Juſt Judgment of God, deſtroy d Jeruſa- 
lem juſt forty Years after our Saviour's 
Paſſion ; when Veſpaſian made ſtrict Eu- 
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quiry afcer the Line of D David; and was 


as much reſolved to extirpate that Line,. 
as the King of Edeſſa long before was re. + 
ſolved to deſtroy the whole Jcuiſi Na- 
tion. But this is not what I would inſiſt 


on, in Anſwer to Du Pins preſent Ob- 


jection: For ſhould ir be granted, that 
the Jews were at that time ſuch a mighty 
People, as Du Pin ſuppoſes (une Nation 
auſſi puiſſante) and that therefore the Wri- 
ter of the Algarian Hiftory muſt ſhew very 
little Fudgment, in attributing to Algarus a 
Deſign fo extravagant; yet, merhinks, this 
way of arguing ſeems to vetort; and 
that, there being ſo much Folly in it, there- 
fore probably there never was any ſuch 
Impoſtor: For to what Purpofe ſhould an 
Impoſtor ſet himſelf to work, to tell a $7o- 
7y at that time of Day, when all the. 
World (according to Du Pin) muſt know 
it to be ridiculous ? And no doubt Euſe-' 
bius, who may be ſuppoſed to have been 
a much better Judge, what the State of 
the 7euiſh Nation was at that time, as 
well as that of other neighbouring Princes, 


than any one ſinee; would not have faird 


remarking upon ſuch a notorious Piece of * 
Folly and Weakneſs, as Du Pin is pleas d 
to ſuppoſe; and conſequently, would have 
rejected the Hiſtory of Algærus; which 
25 he has given ro che World as * 
TA. a 
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and if the Character given of Euſebius by 


thoſe learned Men, T have already nam'd, 


may be rely d on; then tis certain, that 
Euſebeus could not be impoſed on, in admit- 
ting ſo groſꝭ a Blunder, as Du Pin makes 
it in this Objection; nor can Euſebius be 
charged with Forgery, or with an Inten- 
tion of impoſing upon others. Beſides, who 
were they that through Faith ſubdued Ring- 
ums? Let any one read over that 11th 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and then reſolve with himſelf, whether 
Abgarus King of Edeſſa, who is ſuppoſed 
to have taken this Reſolution of deſtroy- 
ing the Fews, with an EYE of FATIT H, 
and in Regard to the goodneſs of his own 
Cauſe, and the 4adneſs of theirs; ought 


to be charged with that Folly and Want 

of Judgment, as Du Pin does in this 

Matter? Thadæus in this Paflage is tel- 
ling the King of Edeſſa, what glorious 


Effects he might expect from a true Chri- 
ſtian Faith: The King replies, My' Faith 
in Chriſt has already been ſuch, that I have 


had 4 good Wil or Mind * to'eut off thoſe 
Jus who crucified him. I will only add 
the Obſervation, which my good Friend 
Mr. Reading of *$;on College has made 
(in his beautiful and correct Edition of 
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Euſebius) from A. Baudrand, and Chriſt. 
Cellarius * ; which ſhews, that the Jew- 
2% Nation was really what I have alrea- 
dy deſcribed them to be, a poor wreithed 


* 


fort of People ; that. there was a good Rea - 
ſon to be aſſigned for it from the Book of 
Deuteronomy, Chap. 28. and that the King 
of Edeſſas Diſtrict: or Dominion was of 
a much larger extent, than Du Vin is 
pleas d to ſuppoſe it. There is another 
Ob jection, which Du Pin makes, that 
does not ſeem to deſerve much Notice, 
and yet he is pleas'd, in his Notes, to 
lay a great Streſs upon it; which is b, 
that St. Thomas in this Hiſtory has like- 
wiſe the Appellation of Judas given him 
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2 Atqui hoc tempore huj is Populi gloria Bellica 
aut perquam exigua, aut potius nulla fuit: Quippe 
Judzorum omnis virtus ex ſedula in Deum pietate 
pendebat; amiſsà verò pietate, & fortitudinem per- 
diderunt; & impleta eſt in illis olim denunciata ma- 
ledictio (Deut. xxviii) Dabit te Dominus ceſum 'toram 
inimicis tuis, &c. Deſinamus ergo mirari, ſi vel mi- 
nimus Popellus Judzis Bellum minaciter intentaret: 
Sed neque videtur hic Princeps (Abgarus) adeò ab 
omni parte imbellis: Nam Oſdroenæ Regulorum' Regia 
tantum Edeſſa fuit, ut teſtatur Procopius. Certè E. 
deſſanus Comitatus unus fuit ex quatuor Principati- 
| pus Latinorum Regionis in Oriente, tempore Belli 


, * 


acri & Regum Hierofolymiranorum. 11 

d L' 4piere Thomas »'etost point ſurnomme Jude, | 

mais Didyme ce qui oft encore une preuve dela 
fauſſete de cette Hiſtoire, . 
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by Enſebius ; and that therefore the Hiſts- 
ry cannot be genuine. -Valeſius obſerves, 
that 1 poflibly there may be a Miſtake 
. why not 2) in giving a Name to St. 
homas, that did really belong to Tha- 
deus; as Valeſins there ſhews from St. Je- 
rum; 1 will only farther obſerve, that if 
Euſebius may be allowed to have known, 
what the additional Names of St. Thomas 
were, as well as any one ſince his time; 
we may conclude, that either there is ſuch 
a Miſtake, as Valeſius has ſuppoſed, and 
made probable from Sr. Ferom ; or elſe 
that Euſebius would have made the ſame 
Objection, that Du Pin has done. I am 
very ſenſible, whilſt J am thus arguing 
with Du Pin, that I am maintaining an 
Error, in the Opinion of his Grace of Can- 
Terbury : However, I cannot yet ſee the 
Error: But will ſubmit the whole to his 
Graces known Candour and great Judg- 
ment. Be pleasd, Madam, to remem- 
ber *, that my defending this Hiſtory of 
 Abgarus is not any Digreſſion; for tis 
maintaining a remarkable Teſtimony of 
_ "Thadeus, which T have quoted; ſerving, 
among others, to illuſtrate the Deſcripti- 
on given of Samuel 's aſcending out of the 
Earth. I ſhould now am but wo 
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my ſelf obliged to take Notice of a French 
Gentleman, the Abbor St. Pierre, who has 
lately undertaken. to ſhew, that Appari- 
tions may be explained in a natural way; 
(much ſuch a way as the Gentleman, 1 
have already mention d, has been uſed to 
explain hem to you) and conſequently, 
ſhould this Gentleman's - {Zypothe/ſes pre- 
vail, all that I have advanced muſt make 
a very poor Figure in the World; the old 
Doctrine muſt ſoon be exploded; and the 
Author cenſured for reviving it. This 
doughty Performance of the Abbot is 
moreover called a curious Diſcourſe; and 
ſaid to have been communicated to the 
Authors of the Memoirs of Trevoux : It is 
now handed to the World in an Engliſb 
Dreſs, among the New Memoirs of Lite- 
raturè a, publiſhed by Meflrs. William and 
John Innys. The Abbot's Reflectiůons, it 
ſeems, were occaſioned by an Apparition; 
of which he gives the following Account 
himſelf. I was lately told at Yalogne, 
that an honeſt Prieſt of that Town, 
named Mr. Bezuel, who teaches Chil- 
den to read, ſaw an Apparition ten or 
* twelve Years ago. It made then a great 
* Noiſe, becauſe he had the Reputation 
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* Vol. LIE, for the Month of June, 1726. 
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of heigg a ſincere and upright Man; and 
c therefore I had the Curioſity to bear 
< him tell his own Adventure. A Lady 


< related, to me, who knew him, invit- 


2 ed him to dine with her Yeſterday, 7a 
© nuary:7th, 1708; and becauſe I expreſ- 
3 ſed a Deſire to know. the Thing from 
«< himſelf, and it was a ſort of a glorious 
c Diſlinction for him to have ſeen an Ap- 
© parition.in broad Day-light, he gave us 
an Account of it very, ili y. aud 
F with ? at * ane 


Tus FACT. | 


- ; 1 aid Me. Bezuel, 1 a 
f, School. boy of about 15 Vears, I grew 
acquainted with the two Sons of Aba- 
© gain, an Attorney, both of them School- 
. boys, as I was. The eldeſt was of my 
s „ Age: The other was eighteen Months 
* younger, and his Name was Desfon- 
faines: We uſed to walk and play to- 
* gether, and whether it was that he loved 
me. better, or was more chearful and 
© complaiſant than his Brother, I had al- 
# 0 a, greater Love for him. 
© In 1696, as we were walking in the 
85  Cloyſters. of the Capuchins, he told me 
© that he had lately read a Story of 7wo 
c Friends, who had promiſed one another, 
© RG he Who ſnould dig firſt, would ct come 
© to | 


x 170 ) 
to the other, and inform him of his 
State; and that one of them being dead, 
© appeared to his Friend, and told him 
„ ſarprizing Things. Whereupon Des- 
© fontaines defired a Favour of me, which 
was to make him fuch a Promiſe ; and 
© chat on his part he would do the fame. 
© T told him, I would not do it: He 
© ſpoke to me about it for ſeyeral Months 
very frequently and earneſtly ; but 1 
continued to deny him. 
At laſt, about the Month of Hueuſ 
© 1696, being to go to Caen, in order to 
< purſue his Studies there, he was ſo preſ- 
© ſing upon me, that I complied with his 
Will. He took immediately out of his 
pocket two ſmall Papers which he had 
< writ before hand: One of them was 
ſigned with his own Blood, in which 
hie promiſed, that if he ſhould die, he 
would come and inform me of his State : 
In the other, I made him the ſame Pro- 
' miſe. Tpricked the End of my Finger; 
there came our of it a Drop of Blood, 
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was wonderfully pleaſed with my Note 
embraced me, and gave me a a thouſand _ 

Thanks. 
Some time N he ſet out with his 
Brother : : Onr Separation made us very 
uneaſy: We writ from time to time one 
to another; - and I had received A = 
cer 
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wich which I ſubſeribed my Name. He - 
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ter em him but Ne Weeks, | before 


1 1 n, going to 225 you, happened 
015%” Upon a hardy, July 31. 1697; 
(I ſhall remember is, as long as I live) 
the late Mr. ae Sortounle, near whoſe 
* Houle 1 todped, and who had a Kind- 
4 
0 
6 
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© neſs for me, deſired me to go to a Mea - 


dow near che Convent of the Cordeliers, 
* and to help his Men ro make Hay. I 
© had not been there a quarter of an Hour, 


© when about half an Hour after Two, I 


found my ſelf all of a fadden ſtunned 
and faint: J leaned to no Purpoſe upon 
my Fork: I was obliged to lie down 
upon a little Hay, and lay there abour 


my ſelf. No ſuch Thing had ever hap- 
pened ro me; and therefore I was very 
much ſurprized at it, and afraid of a 
Sickneſs. However, I was well enough 
the remaining part of the Day; but in 
the Night T had not ſo good a Sleep as 
uſually. 

The next Day, at the ſame Hour, as 
I was carrying to the Meadow Mr. de 
It. Simon, Grand ſon of Mr. de Sorto- 
with, who was then ren Years of Ape, 
Thad the ſame' fainting Fit: I ſat upon 


o a Stone in the Shade: I recovered, and 
Y er we went on. Nothing elfe hap- 


s : pened 


half an Hour, before T could recover 


(492 4 
© pened to. me on that Day; and in the 
s Night I ſlept very little. 
At ls the next Day, the nd of 
* Auguſt, being in the Garret wherein 
© they were laying up the Hay, that was 
« brought from the Meadow, exactly at 
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Faintneſs, but greater than before. 

fell into a Swoon: I loſt my. — 
One of the Footmen perceived it, and 
cried out for Help. They recovered me 
a little; but my Mind was more diſor- 
dered than it had been before. I was 
told that they asked me then what ailed 


3 


' what I thought I ſhould never ſee. - 

1 neither remember the Queſtion, — 
the Anſwer. However, it agrees with 
what I remember I ſaw then, a naked 
Man in half length ; bur I knew, him 
not., 

* They helped me ro. go. down 5 Lind: 
der: I held the Steps faſt; but becauſe 
I ſaw Desfontaines my. School-fellow 
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gain a, fainting, Fit: My Head got be- 
tween two Steps, and J loſt again my 
Senſes... They let me down, and ſet me 
upon a, large Beam, which ſerved for a 
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Seat inthe. great Place « of the Capuchins. 


"75 1 ſat 5 Upon; it, and then I, no longer aw 
| | * Mr. 


the ſame Hour, I was ſeized with a ike 


me, and that I anſwer d: I have jw | 


at the Bottom of the Ladder, I had a- 
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© Mr. de Sortoville, nor his Servants, tho 


they were preſent. And perceiving Des- 
font aines near the Foot of the Ladder, 


who made me a Sign to come to him, 
I went back upon my Seat, as it were 
to make room for him; and thoſe who. 
ſaw me, and whom 1 did not ſee, tho”. 


my Eyes were open, obſerved chat Mo- 5 
tion. 


© Becauſe he did not come, I got up 
to go to him: He came up to me, took 
hold of my % Arm with his . ht 
Hand, and carried me thirty Paces ; 
ther into a By-Lane, holding me faſt. 


The Servants believing that I was 


well again, and that I wanted to caſe 
my ſelf, went away to their Buſineſs, 
except a little Footboy, who went and 
told Mr. de Sortoville, that T ſpoke a- 
lone. Mr. de Sortoville thought I was 
drunk: He came near me, and heard 
me ask ſome Queſtions, and return ſome 
Anſwers which he told me ſince. 
l was there talking with Desfontaines 
near three Quarters of an Hour. I pro- 
© miſed you, ſaid he, that if I died be- 
fore you, I would come and tell you. 
ſo. I am dead: I was drowned Yeſter-, 
day in the River of Caen much about 
this Hour. I was walking with ſuch 
© and ſuch a one. Twas very hot Wea- 
"EY : The Fancy took us to go into the 

: Water: 
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Water: : 1 had a Faintneſs, and fun * 


to the Bottom of the River. Abbe 
niljean my. School-fellow dived to a 8 


me up: I took hold of his Foot; but 
whether it be, that he was afraid. it. 
ſnould be a Salmon, becauſe I held him 


ep faſt, or that he bad a Mind to get 


up qu uickly above the Water, he — 
off is Leg fo violently, that he gave 


me a great Blow upon the Breaſt, and 
threw me again into the Bottom of the 


River, which is there very deep. 


Afterwards Desfontaines told me eve- 


ry Thing that had happened to them, 


whilſt they were walking, and what 


they diſcourſed of. It was in vain for 
me to ask him, whether he was ſaved, 


whether he was damned, whether he 
was in Purgatory, whether I was in a 


Stare of Grace, whether I ſhould quick- 
ly follow him : He went on, as if he 
Bad not heard me, or would not hear 
me. I came near him many times to 


embrace him; but methought I em- 


© braced nothin ng: However, I was ſen- 
| * {ible that he he 


my Arm faſt ; and when 
I endeavoured to turn away wy Face, 
that I might ſee him no more, becauſe 
his Sight was grievous to me, he ſhook 
my Arm, as it were to make me look - 
upon him and hear him. He always 
- Meare, to me es than I Tag 0 

im, 
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© him, and even taller than he was when 
he died, though he was grown taller for 
© the ſpace of ten Months that we had not 
© ſeen one another. I always ſaw him in 
© half length and naked, TS with 
his fine light Hair, and a white Paper 
© Upon his Fore head, twiſted in his Hair, 
on which there was a Writing, but I 
© could only read, In &c. The Tone of 

© his Voice was the ſame : He. appeared 
to me neither chearful, nor melancho- 

* lic, but in a quiet Situation. He deſired 


© me, when: his Brother came Home, to 


* dell him ſome Things, that he might ac- 


9 his Father and Mother with 
© them: He deſired me to repeat the ſe- 


1 ven Pſalms preſcribed to him for a Pe- 


© Dance the Sunday before, which he had 
© Hot yet repeated: Afterwards he deſired 

ain to ſpeak to his Brother; and 
«then fe took his Leave of me, and went 


© away, ſaying; 2:/, till, as he uſed to 


* do, when after walking we reer to go 
Home. 
He told me that when be Was 1 


1 © ed, his Brother was writing a Tranſla- 


tion, and repented that he had not bo 
with him, being afraid of ſome 


dent. He deſcribed ſo well to me = 


Place where he was drowned, and the 


© Tree in the Avenue to Louuiguy, upon 
. WIA be had inſcribed ſome Words, 


* that 


d 


FCC 


Tow) 
that two Years after, happening to be 
with the late Chevalier De Cotot, one 
of thoſe who were with him, When he 
was drowned, I ſhowed him the very 
Place, and telling the Trees on that Side 
which Desfontaines had mentioned to 

me, I went directly to the Tree, and 


found his Writing. The Chevaliet told 


me that the Article of the ſeven Pſalms 
was true, and that when they came 


from Confeſſion, | they told their pe- 


nance one to another. Desfontaines's 


Brother told me ſince, that it was true, 
he was writing his Tranſlation at that 


very time, and that he was ſorry he had 
not gone with him. 

© T was near a Month without being 
able to do what Desfontaines had told 


me about his Brother; and therefbre he 


appeared to me again twice: Once at a 


Country-Houſe whither T was gone a 


League from hence. T was taken Ill; I 
deſired to be let alone for one Moment; ; 
T ſaid, it was nothing, and that 1 would 


come again immediately :_T went into 
a Corner of the Garden. Desfontaines 
appeared to me again, and chid me, be- 
cauſe IT had not yet ſpoke to his Bro- 
ther; and he diſcourſed with ine a 


quarter of an Hour, without anſwering 
my 2552 eee 
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Another time, as I was going in che 
Morning to Our Lady 95 Victory, he ap- 
I peared to me again, but not ſo long, 
and urged me ſtill to ſpeak to his Bro- 
ther, and left me ſaying, ill, till, and 
without anſwering my Gueſtions. 
ITis a remarkable Thing, that 7 al. 
ways felt a Pain in that Part of my Arm 
which he held the firſt time, till I had 
Spoke to his Brother. My Amazement 
was ſo great, that I was three Days 

without ſleeping. 
Immediately after the firſt Apparition, 
* told Mr. de Varouville, my Neighbour 
and School-fellow, who is now in the 
Army in the Regiment of Toyraine, that 
Desfontaines was drowned, that he him- 
ſelf had juſt before appeared ro. me and 
told me ſo. He ran to the Relations. of 
the Deceaſed, to know whether it was 
true. The News of it was juſt come 
to them; but by a Miſtake he under- 
ſtood chat i it-was a eldeſt Brother. He 
aſſured me that he had ſeen the Letter 
of De font aines, and he thought ſo. I 
maintained to him, it could not be, and 
that Desfontarnes himſelf had appeared 

to me. He went thither . a 1 and 

when he returned, he told me with 
© Tears in his Eyes: Tis but too true. 
2 Nothing happened to me ſince: Such 
ä 5 is wy Adventure: - Es is. variouſly 0. 
ed; 
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ed; but I never told it otherwiſe than 
T have juſt now done to you. 
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that Des e did alſo appear to Ab- 
be Meniljean ; but I dont know him. 
He lives twenty Leagues from hence a- 
bout Argentan; and I can ſay no more 
about 8 
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took Notice of to Mr. Bezuel, were (if I 
might be allowed by the Abbot to con- 


jecku re) Marſilius Ficinur and Michael 


| Mercatus ; of whom Desfontaines might 
poſlibly have read the Story in Baronius; 


and from thence our learned Dr. Henry More 


* gives it in the following manner: But 

of any private Perſon that ever appeared 
upon Deſign after his Death; there is 
© none did upon a more noble one, than 
© that eximious Platoniſt Marſilius Ficz- 
nus; Who, after 4 warm Diſpute of the 
: Immortality of the Soul, Maries made a 


© folemn Vow with his Fellow Platoniſt 


Michael Mercatus, that whether of them 


Two died firſt, ſhould appear to his 


© Friend, and give him certain Informa- 
tion of chat Truth; and it being his Fate 
to die firſt, and indeed not long after 


* this mutual Reſolution; he fe 2 
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© The late Chevalier De Gotot told me; 5 


The two Friends, that Desfontaines 
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of his Promiſe, when he had left the 


Body. For Michael Mercatus being ve- 


ry intent at his Studies betimes on a 


© Morning, . heard an Horſe riding by 
with all Speed, and obſerved that he 
* ſtopped at his Window ; and therewith 
© heard the Voice of his Friend Fici- 
nus crying out aloud, O Michael, Mi- 
* chael, vera, vera ſunt illa; the Things 
© we diſputed about are true, very true. 


© Whereupon he ſuddenly open d the Win- 


dow, and eſpying Marſilius on a white 
Steed, called after him; but he vani/h'd 
in his Sight. He ſent therefore. preſent- - 
ly to Florence, to know how Marſilius 
1 ad and underſtood, that he died a- 


bout that Hour he called at his Win- 
© dow, to aſſure him of his own and o- 


* ther Men's Immortalities. There is one 
thing more obſervable in this Account gi. 
ven us by the Abbot St. Pierre, and that 
is Mr. Bezue/'s Declaration, that he was 


fe en/ible that Desfontaines held his Arm 
faſt, and that he always felt a Pain in 


that Part of his Arm, till he had ſpoke 10 
Desfontaines's Brother ; which, it ſeems, 
he deferred doing near a Month. This 
reminds me of another Account very much 
like it, which I y ſelf had ſome Years 
ago from a very ingenious Gentleman, a 
Member of Parliament for ſome Part of 
North Britain; being ſome Part of the 


1 1 
Diſcourſe, with which 1 and others were 
entertained in the tage Coarh from Lon- 
don to Windſor : He aſſured me, that a 
Widow, a Tenant of fis in North Bri- 
tain, and who bad a great many Children 
to provide for, did aper to him = 


> 
Night, when he was in Bed at his Lodg- 
ings in Pell. Mell near St. Fames's ; that 
the Widow let him know, that ſhe was 
dead; but was very importunate with him, 


that he would take Care of the great Fa- 


mily ſhe had left behind her; that he ha- 
ving conſented to what was requeſted, ſhe 
immediately ſqueezed him (as he thought) 
about one of his Mriſts; that a Brother 


Member of Parliament calling on him the 


next Morning to go to the Houſe ; he re- 
lated ro him, as he was getting out of 
Bed, what had happened to him in the 


Night, and occaſioned his lying longer 


khan ordinary; the Story (he ſaid) at firſt 
made his Friend very merry But looking 
upon ht Wriſt which he thought the 
Woman ſqueezed ſo hard, and obferving 
together with his Friend a Slack Spot on 


either Side of it, not leſs in Circumference 


than a Sixpence; they both began to think 
and talk of the Matter very ſeriouſly: 
The Gentleman aſſur d me, that he fhew d 
thoſe Hack Spots to Hundreds of People; 
that the Spors daily /decreas'd, and 'fo 


continued till he hat his Letters from 


Nori 


ö 


| 


A 


a8) -: 
\. North Britain; by which he learn't that 
the Widow died the /me Night that ſhe 
nee te him in Pabel; chat the er- 
| pir'd with the fame Concern for her Chil- 
dren, and lamented the Abſence of her 
Landlord; and he farther aſſured me and 
the Company, that he was fully con- 
vinced of ſuch Apparztion ; and that he 
did accordingly take Care of the Widow's 
Children. There are many now living, 
to whom I have given this Account, as 
well as to your ſelf: And I wiſh, when 
the learned Abbor ſhall again oblige us 
with his Natural Explications of ſome o- 
ther Apparitions, that he would pleaſe to 
let us know, whether theſe 7wo Inſtances 
which I have juſt, now mentioned, max — 
be accounted for in ſuch a natural way 
too: And certainly theſe Inſtances had 
been deſignedly paſſed over by me, if this 
modern Apparition given us by the Abbot 
de dt. Pierre had not called for it. But 
now, what are the Abbot's Reflections, or 
what is that natural way, whereby he ex- 
plains this Apparition to good Mr. Beuel, 
as he calls him? Indeed, Madam, I have 
treſpaſſed too far already in this long 
Letter. I have neither room for the A. 
 bot's Arguments; nor yet Meſſts. Innys 
Leave to give you the whole of this 
choice Piece. But J eaſily imagine, theſe 
Memoirs of Literature are already in mo 
N =. 


er 


pPoſſeſſion; and am only to requeſt, that 


you will impartially weigh {is Reaſons, and 
mine that have already occurred in this 


Letter, relating to Apparitions. The Ab. 


bot indeed ſolves Things in a very eaſy, 
free manner; and you will ſoon perceiye, 
what he aims at; which is to explain a- 


way all Apparitions in general. As to the 


particular Apparition before him; he re- 
marks, that Mr. Bezuel having been a 
poor Scholar, had not drned very well pro- 


» 
1 


bably that Day; which is an Evil, I pre- 
ſume, the Abbot carefully guards againſt 


himſelf. He next obſeryes, that the Dog 


Days and the fragrant Smell of fine yew 
Hay, might 69h together occaſion that 
Diſorder ; and ſo Mr. Bezuel honeſtly. be- 
lieved, he ſays, that he had a real Appa- 
rition; and thus the Abbot having clear'd 
up the whole matter, as he 4 | 


and of the Alteratian of his Brain. Mr. 


Beuel, he ſays, had a frightful Dream, 
and part of it proved true by Chance. The | 
new Hay does him ſingular Service in his 
Explication ; for Desfontaines o UGHT 
to have appeared, he thinks, the fr// time 
in the Meadow; but then the Non-Ap- 
pearance. at that time is eaſily ſolved, it 
ſeems; becauſe the Apparition, ſays the 
A Abbott, 


th have it 
believed, he aſſures us in the very next 
Line, that Mr. Bezuel's imaginary Appa- 
rition was only an Effect of ſuch: Diſeaſe, 


* % 


| Abbot, wanted to be ſupported by the Va; 
| pours. of the new Hay z which he aſſures 
us ate ſironger in 4 Garret than elſewhere; 

and two Pages after this, he re-aſſumes 


the ſame Argument, and puts the Queſ- 
tion; Can wiſe Men heſitate to believe 
ſuch a Diſorder proceeding from a violent 


Impreſſion of the Sun, and the Vapours of 
the Hay ? Then the Abbot proceeds to 


conſider the Nature of a Spirit, in Regard 
to a Body ſufficiently folid and lighted (as 


he calls it) as alſo the Conſequences of 
it; which I ſhall leave to you, Madam, 
and others to judge of; and thus the 
Abbot having reſolved all Mr. Bezuel's 


Viſion and Converſation with Desfon- 
Zaines into a feveriſh Dream, he does in 


the ſame Breath, without aſſigning any 


other Reaſon, diſcard in three Lines the 
Apparition of Brutus, and all other Ap- 


paritions mentioned by Greek and Latin 
Authors. But I ſtill forget my ſelf; and 
have now juſt Reaſon to fear your Anger, 
in continuing to treat you in this mau- 
ner, after I have detained you ſo long al- 


ready.” T hope, a kind Providence ſay 
ſoon permit me to ſend you two or three 
Letters more on the remaining Subjects; 


when T ſhall be ſo happy as to learn, that 
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